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GANG 

BEAUTIFUL ~ Pt.IRE.~ 5TRON6-}NJLLED c!iAN6A 
WAS ?'HE ELDER OAt.J6HTER.. OF /HOUNT ;'~'MAVAN. S HE HAD 

THE POWER OF Pt.IRlFYlNG ANYTHING THAT 
7O(JCHEC> 



ONE £)A'I, THE PEl/AS ~ LED B'I B.e4HMA, CAME TO MOUNT HIMAI/AN. 

I AM WILLIN6 TO 
SE.ND GAN6A, 
WHO FLOW5 
EVERYWHERE AT 

WILL,PURIFYIN6 
ALL IN HER 
WAKE., WITH 

vou . 
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IF GAN6A GOE5, 
THE EARTH WILL 

SUFFER. BUT IT 15 
M'1 DUT'1 TO LOOK 
TO THE GOOD OF 

~~.a. ALL THE. THREE. 

MA'1 WE. 
TAKE HER 
WITH US 
NOW? 

WORLDS . 

60 WITH 
THE DEVA5, 
GAN6A,AND 

5ERVE THEM 
DUTI FULL '1. 



AT AB<XIT THAT TIME,LlFE ON EAtn"H WAS 8ECQMING IMPOSSIBLE FOR 
ALL RI<GHTEOt.lS PEOPLE. 

OUR SACRIFICE HAS BEEN 
RUINED ONCE A6AIN • AT 
THIS RATE. WE WILl.. 

INCUR THE DISPLEASURE 
OF THE GODS. 

THE MURDERERS 
HAVEN'T SPARED 
EVE.N OUR BABES. 
WHAT HAVE WE 

DONE TO 
DESERVE. 

THI5f 
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MONTHS OF HARD 
LABOUR WASTED. OUR 
CROPS HAVE BEEN 

DESTRO'fED IN A 
51N0LE NI0HT. 

AT LAST-

WE ARE HELPLE.SS A6AiNST 
ENEMIES, WHO DON'T SHOW 
THEMSE.LVES. LET THOSE OF 
US, WHO HAVE SURVIVED, 

HIDE IN THE CAVES. 



THEIR M<lSTERIOUS TORMENTORS WERE A 6ROUP OF ASliRAS HIO 
IN THE OCEAN 81{ MY ANO CAME Ot:/T TO HARASS THEM AT NIt!iHT. 

I'VE SPOTTED 
THEM. THEV'VE C50NE 
INTO THE CAVES. 

NEVER MIND. 
WE'LL FOLLOW 

THEM. 

NOT A SINGLE ONE 
OF THEM SHOUL D 

BE SPARED. 

IN HEAVEN. THE PEl/AS WERE PEl<TURBEP BY THE PLIGHT OF THE 
PEOPLE. THE<I HELD COUNCIL. 

IN OUR OWN INTERESTS 
WE MUST HELP THE GOOD 
PEOPLE ON EARTH . BUT 
HOW CAN WE,WHEN WE 

DOH'T KNOW WHO THEIR 
TORMENTORS ARE? 

8RAH,+1A /MPE 
A SlI6GESTION. 
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SO THEY WENT W VISHNU. 

LORD, HOW CAN WE DESTROY 
THE MYSTERIOUS ENEMIES OF 
THE 6000 MEN ON EARTH? 
WHERE DO THEY HIDE BY DAY? 

TO KILL THEM YOU WILL ..-.... __ 
HAVE TO DRY UP THE 
OCEAN. 60 TO SA6E 
AGASTYA. HE ALONE 

CAN HELP YOU. 
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YOU MAY 60 TO SAGE 
A6A5TYA NOW AND DO 

WHAT 15 TO BE DONE. 



WHEN AGA5TVA HAD HEARD THE WHOLE STORY -

FOR THE 6000 
OF THE. WORLD 
I WILL COME WITH 
'IOU AND DRINK 
UP THE OCEAN. 

OCEAN-

=c.--...: o. -.: : .. • _ -0 _ 

AS AGASTYA BENT DOWN ANO BE<5AN TO DRINI< UP THE OCEAN, 
THE EVIL ASURAS WERE EXPOSED-
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TH£ P£I/AS FELL UPON 
THEM. 

DON'T SPARE 
THE MURDERERS! 

WHEN THe ASURA5 WERE 
VANQUISHED THE PEl/AS TURNE/? 
7D A6ASTYA. 

o SAVIOUR. 
NOW THAT THE . 

EVIL ONES ARE DEAD, \~:>-:::::'-'IJL!..~ 
FILL UP THE OCEAN 
AGAI~ WITH THE 

WATE.R 'IOU DRANK. 
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I CANNOT. I HAVE 
DIGESTED IT. '-IOU WILL 
HAVE TO FIND SOME 
OTHER MEANS TO FILL 

THE OCEAN. 



THE PEVAS PIP NOT KNOW WHAT TO PO. THEt{ WENT TO BRAHMA. 

TH£ P£//AS WAIT£P A NUMBER. OF 
YEARS ANt) STILL NOTHIN6 
HAPPENEP. SO THEY WENT TO 
VISHNU A$AIN. THERE-

DO NOT WORRt{· KING 
5A0ARA AND HIS 
DESCENDANTS WILL 
CAUSE THE OCEAN 
TO BE FILLED UP 

. A6AIN. 

A VERt{ LON0 TIME 
MUST PASS BEFORE. 
THE OCEAN WILL 
ONCE A0AIN BE 
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FULL. 

HE HAS 
ALRE.AD'I BEGUN 

PENANCES TO 
OBTAIN THEM. 



AT THAT MOMENT ON EARTH~ LORD 5HII)A APPEAR£C) BEFORE 
KIN6 6A6ARA ANC> HI5 QUEENS, kE5HINI ANO 5t.IMATI. 

I 

I AM PLEA5ED 
WITH YOUR PIETY. 
YOU 5HALL HAVE 

MANY SONS. 

ONE OF YOUR 
WIVE5 SHALL BEAR 
60.000 PROUD 
AND HEROIC SONS 
WHO WILL ALL 
PERI5H WITHOUT 

HEIRS. 
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'-lOUR RACE HOWEVER 
WILL BE CONTINUED BY 
THE ONE SON THAT 

'-lOUR OTHER WIFE 
WILL BEAR. 

/ 



ACCOROIN6L'f, IN COURSE OF TIME,BOTH WIVES BORE CHILOREN. 
KINe; S,46ARA WAS OIlERVOYEO ANO 6AVE (jIFT5 W THE POOR. 

WE MUST LEARN 
TO W . OLD A CHARIOT 
AND WIN A WAR. WE 
ARE THE SONS OF 

A K/N0,..:.-=~~=7'. 

WHERE ARE MY 
&OLDEN ARROWS f' A PRINCE 
ON WHOM HIS PEOPLE 
DEPEND MUST HAVE THE 

BEST OF WEAPONS. 
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QUEEN KESHINI'5 SON ASAMANJA. HOWEVER, GREW UP TO BE A 
WICKEO PRINC£. 

'lOUR MAtJESTY, 
PRINCE A5AMANJA 
HAS DROWNED 'fE.T 

ANOTHER CHILD. 

BUT ASAMANJA'S SON AMSUMAN WAS A VER'-/ KINP ANO CONSIP£RATE 
BOY ANO THE PEOPLE LOI/£O HIM. ONCE,WH£N KIN€> SA€>ARA WA5 
PERFORMIN6 ASHWA/I1EOHA SACRIFICE.. . iWlr;:::;1i1 
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• •• INl>RA STOLE THE SACRIFICIAL HORSE • 

WHEN THEY PISCOI.IEREO THAT THE HORSE WAS STOLEN, THE OFFIClATINt!> 
PRIEST ANP 5At!>ARA TtlRNEO TO THE 60>000 PRINCE5. 

IF WE CAN'T COMPLETE 
THE SACRIFICE, WE ARE 

ALL DOOMED. 
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GO,MY 
VALIANT 

SONS! 60 
AND FIND 
THE HORSE . 

THEN LET US 
DIG OUR WAY 
THROUGH THE 
EARTH AND 

SEARCH THERE. 



WHEN THEY REACHEO 

WHEN THE SA6ARAS 
HAD PUe, THE EARTH 
TO TUNNEL THEIR. WAil 
TO THE NETHER. WORLO. 
THE ~NIC-STRICKEN 
INHA81TANTS OF THE 
EARTH RAN HITHER. 
ANO THITHER. THE 
ELEPHANT TO MAIN
TA�N THE 8ALANCE OF 
THEIR WEI6HT, MOVEO, 
CAliS/N6 A TREMEN
POliS EARTHQUAKE. 

IT IS ONE. 
OF THE EI6HT 

ELEPHANTS 
wHICH HOLD 
THE EARTH 

UP. 
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THEY SEARCHEO FOR A 
yvn'IL~ • THEN-

THERE IS NO 
SI6N OF THE 
HORSE! LET 
US PROCEED. 

THE PRINCES 
HAVE BEEN 
THOU0HTLESS. 
THEY WILL BRIN6 
PESTRUCTION. 



MEANWHILE,0l!>LWI0C/5 OF THE HARM THAT THEY HAP PONE ~ THE 
!SONS OF ,sAGARA MOl/EO ON ANO CAME TO WHERE SA6E KAPILA 
,sAT MEOITATIN6 . 

'JffIIIN6E:RED BV THEIR. AUDACITY, THE Ft;)WERFUL XAPILA BlIRNEO 
THI!. tIO.OOO PRINCES TO A6HES BY .UTTERIN6 BUT ONE SYLLABLE. 
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MEANWHILE, AT THE SACRIFICE, WHEN THE PRINCES OlD M::?T RET(l.eN, 
SAGARA REMEM8EREP SHIVA~ WORD!>. HE TlIRNEO TO AM SUMAN , 
HIS BELOllED 6RANDSON. 

AM5UMAN 5ET OUT AND SOON 
CAME UPON THE PLACE WHERE 
HIB UNCLES HAO ENTERED THE 
NEmER WORLC> . 

CROPS HAVE 
BEEN DESTROYED; 

PEOPLE AND 
ANIMALS KILLED! 
THERE SEEMS TO 

HAVE BEEN A 
CALAMITY. 
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I WILL ENTER 
THIS CRATER. 
PERHAPS MY 
UNCLES ARE 

IN THE 
NETHER Vl()RLD. 



LlI<E HIS UNCLES,HE TOO SAW 
mE ELEPHANT. 

'iE5.1 HAVE SEEN 
THEM. THEV WERE 
SO INSOLENT THAT ; 

I CONSUMED 
THEM WITH THE 
FIRE OFM'I 
PENANCES. 

AH r THERE IS THE 
HORSE. I WILL ASK 
THE R/5HI ABOUT 

~::)$:~_MV UNCLES. 



DO NOT GRIEVE, 
AMSUMAN.THE'i 
ME.T WITH THE 

FATE THE'i 
DE SE.RVED. 
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BUT DO THEY 
DESERVE TO SUFFER 
IN HELL TOO? IS 
THERE NO WAy 
FOR THEM TO 
ENTER HEAVEN? 

THERE IS.GANGA 
IN ALL HE.R PURITY 

MUST BE BROUGHT 
DOWN FROM 
HE.AVEN. IF SHE 
TOUCHES THESE 
ASHES YOUR UNCLES 

,"""' ... "\. WILL 00 TO 
HEAVEN. 

, •. ...,'uu MAY TAKE 
THE SACRIFICIAL 
HORSE BACK 

WITH YOU. 



AM SUMAN RETURNED WITH THE HORSE. 

WE ARE SAYED ./HE 
SACRIFICIAL HORSE 
HAS BEEN FOUND. 

THE 
SACRIFICE 
C.AN NOW BE 

COMPLETED. 

LATER,AT THE PALACE, WHEN AM5UMAN TOLD 5A6A}GA WHAT THE 
5A6E HAD .5AID -

I WILL NOT BE 
ABLE TO 
ACC.OMPLISH 
SUCH A FEAT 

AMSUMAN,YOU MUST 
BECOME KIN0 AFTER 
ME AND STRIVE TO 

BRING GANGA 
IN M'f 

LIFETIME. 
TO EARTH. 

MY SON DILIPA SHALl RULE THE 
KINGDOM. I WISH TO RETIRE TO THE 

HIMALAYAS. THERE I WILL PERFORM 
AUSTERITIES "1D INDUCE 0AN0A TO~ 
FLOW DOWN TO THE EARTH. 

IS 



AMSUMAN HOWEVER OlEO WITHOUT SUCCEEOIN6 IN HIS ATTEMPTS . 
HIS .50N OIL/PA WAS OVERCOME 8~ 6RlEF. 

I MUST BRING 0AN6-:A~~~~~~~~~~ 

OAl( ANO NI6HT 
THOU6HT ABOUT THE 
FATE OF HIS ANCESTORS 
ANO HOW HE M/(3HT 
RE"Ol,EIH ~EIR ~L5. 
BUT-

TO EARTH IN MY '~ 
REI0N. (l~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

I HAVE BEEN KJNG 
FOR MANl( VEARS. 
STJLL J HAVE NOT 
SUCCEEDED IN 
BRIN0JN<D GAN6A 

TO EARTH. 

AT LAST EVEN OILIPA WAS ON H/.5 OEATH8EO, LEAVIN6 THE TASK 
UNACCOMPLISHED. HIS SON 8HA6IRATHA"HOWEVER."MADE A VOW IN 
THE D'-IIN6 /(IN6'5 PRESENCE. 
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FATHER, I WILL 
NOT ASCEND THE 
THRONE WJTHOUT 
FJRST BRIN61N0 
6AN0A DOWN TO 

EARTH. 



ACCORI?IN6LY, WHEN I?ILIPA PIED, 
BHA61RATHA API?RES5EO THE 
MINISTERS . 

I WILL BE K/N6 ~5~~~ 
ONLY AFTER 0AN0A t 
FLOW5 ON EARTH. ~~ 
I ENTRU5T THE 
KIN0DOM TO 'IOU . 

FOR YEARS BHA6lRATHA CONTINUED 
HIS PENANCES AND MEI?ITATION. 
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I AM LEAVIN6 
FOR THE FORE5T 
WHERE I WILL 
UNDERbQ THE 
M05T 5EVERE 

PENANCE5. 



AT LA5T~PLEA5EO B'f HIt:> SIN(J;LE-MINOEONE5S,BRA/-IMA APPEARED 
f>EFORE /-11M. 

A SK FOR A BC)O~H"1'\i 

o STEADFAST 
ONE,AND IT 
S HALL BE 
0 RANTED TO 

YOU. 

YOUR AIM 15 A LOFTY 
ONE. BUT THE EARTH 
CA~NOT SUSTAIN 
THE FORCE. OF HER 
FALL. ONLY SHIVA 
CAN WITHSTAND IT. ~'Ii"\ .• , , 

THEN I SHALL 
PERFORM 
PENANCES 
TO PLEASE 
SHIVA. 
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T HEN LET 
GANGA FLOW DOWN 

TO EARTH FROM 
THE HEAVEN AND 
DELIVER THE 
SOULS OF MY 

ANCESTORS 



SHIVA APPEAR-cO BEFORE HIM. 

I WILL DO 
THAT FOR 

'IOU. 

BUT I MUST BE 
ON MY GUARD. 
0AN0A'S 
MOVEMENTS 
ARE UNPREDICT 

ABLE. 
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LORD, PLEASE 
RECEIVE THE FORCE 
OF 0ANGA AS SHE 
DESCENDS TO 

EARTH. 

'-IOU WILL HAVE TO 
TAKE CARE WHILE 
CONDUCTIN0 0AN0A 
ON EARTH. SHE 15 
ACCUSTOMED TO 
FLOWING ANYWHERE 

AT WILL. 



IN HEAIIEN~ <SAN6A MAOE REAOY 
TO OESCENO· 

o 
00 • 

o 
b 

HALFWAY OOWN~ A THOU<SHT 
SUOOENLY OCCURREO TO HER . 

THE MI6HTY 
ONE 15 OFF HI5 
GUARD. I 5HALL 
SWEEP HIM AWAY 
WITH ME TO THE 
NETHER WORLD. 

50 THAT 
15 WHAT 
5HE PLAN5 
TO DO. 
HM-M-M. 



AS 6AN6A FELL,SHIIIA IMPRIS-
ONE£) HER IN HIS MATTEO LU'LK:':>. 

SHE SWIRLED ABOUT IN HER 
PRISON FOR MANY A YEAR, 
UNABLE TO 
ESCAPE. 

'-(OUR. DEVOTION 
MERITS IT. FOR. 
YOUR SAKE I WILL. 
LEAD HER TO 
ASHES OF THE 
SONS OF 
SA6ARA AND 
MAy THEIR 
SOULS BE 
REDEEMED. 
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BHA61RATHA ONCE A6AIN AOOREO 
SHIIIA AND THE MI6HTY 600 
APPEARED BEFORE HIM. 

LORD! 'IOU 
ARE THE 
SOURCE OF ALL 
KINDNESS. 
HAVE PITY O N 
ME AND 
RELEASE 
GANGA. 

o 



tSAN6A BECAME FURTHER PURIFIEO BV HER CONTACT WITH THE 
L ORO'S HEAO. PEOPLE RAN TO HER TO CLEANSE THEMSELVES 
O F ALL SINS. 
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BUT BHA(f)IRATHA'.s TRIAL5 WERE 
NOT VET OVER. THE NETHER WORLP 
I3£VONP THE OCEAN WAS 5TILL 
FAR. AWAY. ON THE WAV_ 

WHERE ARE 
THESE PEOPLE 

GOING? 

TO THE 
SACRIFICE OF 
SAGE .JAHNU. 

I WILL 00 
CLOSER· 

TAKE CARE. 
YOU',LL FLOOD 
THE SACRI
FICIAL FIRE 
AND DESTROY 

THE 
SACRIFICE. ~, __ 

• 
-"':. . .. 

-.... .... -. . . . --. .. .. 
......:-~~ 

. . 
.-' 

BUT THE IRRePRESSIBLE 
GAM!5A RU5HEP 
FORWARP • 



THE. SA6E WAS FURIOUS. 

'(OU SHALL BE 
PUNISHED FOR 

THIS! 
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ANO THE FUMING SA6E 
CONSU/t1£P H£.R. IN ON£. 
LONG GULP. 

'tE5.0 HOL,( 
ONE .LET NOT 
THE ENDEAVOURS 
OF BHA61RATHA 
BE WASTED. 



OUT OF RESPECT FOR. BHA6IRATHA's PENANCES~ t.JAHNU 
RELEASED GAN6A. 

HENCEFORTH,6AN6A 
SHALL ALSO BE KNOWN 
A5 oJAHNAVI - 'fOUR 
DAU6HTER,O HOLY 

ONE. 

• • 
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MA'f 'fOU LEAD HER 
SAFEL'f TO THE OCEAN 
AND THE NETHER WORLD 
AND REDEEM THE SOULS 
OF YOUR ANCESTOR5, 

BHA6IRATHA. 
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HIS PROMISE FULFILL£.O, 
BRAHNIA APPEAREO BEFORE 
BHAGIRATHA • 

THE SON5 OF 5A6ARA 
ARE IN HEAVEN AND WILL 
REMAIN THERE A5 LON0 
A5 GAN6A FLOW5 ON 

THE EARTH. 

SINCE YOU 
BROU6HT GANGA 
TO EARTH BY 

~OUR P~~~'~~;~i~~fA~~ 5HE SHALL BE 
KNOWN AS 
BHA61RATHI 
- YOUR 
DAUGHTER. 


