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4  LIFE AFTER DEATH

schools, in spite of the inability of reason to
penetrate the veil of mystery which will
ever hang between the sensuous and the
supersensuous worlds, man is thoroughly
persuaded that he cannot die.
We may study all our lives, and in the end

fail to bring the problem of life and death
to the plane of rational demonstration,
affirmative or negative. We may talk or
write, preach or teach, for or against the
permanency or impermanency of human
existence as much as we like; we may
become violent partisans of this side or
that; we may invent names by the hundred,
each more intricate than its predecessor,
and lull ourselves into a momentary rest
under the delusion of our having solved the
problem once for all; we may cling with all
our powers to any one of the curious
religious stiperstitions, or the far more ob
jectionable scientific superstitions—but in
the end, we find ourselves playing an
eternal game in the bowling alley of reason
and raising intellectual pin after pin, only to
be knocked over again and again.

But behind all this mental strain and
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IS THE SOUL IMMORTAL? 5

torture, nOt infrequently productive of
more dangerous results than mere games,
stands a fact unchallenged and un
challengeable —the fact, the wonder, which
the Mahabharata points out as the inability
of our mind to conceive our own anni
hilation. Even to imagine my own
annihilation I shall have to stand by and
look on as a witness.
Now, before trying to understand what

this curious phenomenon means, we want
to note that upon this one fact the whole
world stands. The.-permanence of the
external world is inevitably joined to the
permanence of the internal, and, however
plausible any theory of the universe may
seem which asserts the permanence of the
one and denies that of the other, the
theorist himself will find that in his owr
mechanism not one conscious action is
possible, without the permanence qtboth
the internal and the external worlds being
one of the factors in the motive cause
Although it is perfectly true that when the
human mind transcends its own limitations
it finds the duality reduced to an indivisible
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