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PREFACE

Siva-Mahimnah Stotram or the Hymn on
the Greatness of Siva is considered by many
to be the best of all the hymns found in
Sanskrit literature. Sri Ramakrishna once
went into Samadhi while repeating it. It is
grand in conception, sublime in diction, and
uplifting in its influence. Some of the verses
may fail to appeal to the modern people, but
their cumulative effect on the mind of the
readers is none the less. The very recital of
this beautiful hymn raises one to a higher
plane of existence. There are many persons
who repeat it daily, though not fully
understanding it, yet they derive immense
benefit. It goes without saying that persons
who recite it after knowing its meaning will
have more spiritual advantage. For the
benefit of those English-knowing people
who have no deep knowledge of Sanskrit, we
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give this English translation.

Nobody knows definitely who is the
author of this book. There is a legendary story
that one Pushpadanta composed it to please
Siva whose wrath he incurred by treading on
the flowers which were left after worshipping
the Great Deity. The Verse No.37 supports
this legend. It might be that some devotee of o
Siva wrote this hymn under this pseudonym.
This is quite in keeping with the Indian Spirit
which makes a man shrink from the idea of
seeing his name blazoned before the public.
Whoever may be the author, doubtless he is
immortalized in this hymn and will receive
silent homage from the devotees of the Lord
for all time to come.,

PAVITRANANDA
ADVAITA ASHRAMA
Mayavati
28 February 1938
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Y W 2t g aiEe 19 1

27 O Siva @ of Thee A& of greatness
tﬂ"{ great 9T{ limit 3ifagus of one who does
not know e praise it arEgsl unfit,
dq then FRMEMMY even of Brahma and
others e praises @A with regard to Thee

SaHes inadequate, 31 and if TR
Ay according to  one’s intellectual
capacity TUT] praising gee all (8 people)
sarems  unblamable Ef  becomes (T
then) @M in composing a hymn T even
my Ta2 this qftete attempt WS free

from blemish.

1. If the prase of Thee by one who is
ignorant of the extent of Thy greatness be
unbecoming, then' the praises of even

| Then the praises eic.—For even Brahma and
others do not fully know the greatness of Siva.
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8 SIVA-MAHIMNAH STOTRAM

Brahma and others are inadequate for Thee,
And if' all remain unblamable by praising
Thee according to their intellectual powers,
then even this attempt on my part to com-
pose a hymn is free from any blemish.

3elis T @9 A1 ATHTEE-

TAGATTAT 4 Afehamtem frfy | g
| FH FiaAs HEE F& e

e AR waR T A T g iR |

T Because @9 Thy 241 greatness drSH-
g4l of speech and mind UM object
CnIGH surpassing, (37cs therefore) I which
gfds S even the Vedas HAIgATgAT by
the method of ‘Not this’ HW‘{ fearfully
ATHERT describes T (qfeam) that (greatness)
HY by whom &ideas can be sung @fafae-
qUI8 contains how many qualities & to

—_—
I' Ifall remain etc.—God forgives all imperfections
in men, if they are sincere in their devotion,
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THE HYMN ON THE GREATNESS OF SIVA 9

whom fau@s object of perception Wafd
becomes? g but A 9§ to the form
taken later ¥ whose 718 mind 93 speech
F vdfd does not turn?

2. Thy greatness is beyond the reach
of mind and speech. Who! will (duly)
praise That which even the Vedas describe
with? trepidation, by the method of ‘not®
this, not this’ 2—how?* many qualities does
That possess? and can® be perceived by
whom? Yet to® the form taken later, whose’

1 Who will etc.—i.e. no one can.

2 With trepidation etc.—because conscious of the
impossibility of describing the Absolute.

3 Not this etc.—One cannot say what the Absolute
is like; one can say only what It is not .

4 How many etc.—i.e. nobody can enumerate Its
qualities.

5 Can be ... whom?—i.e. the Absolute can never be
the object of perception.

6 To the form etc.—i.e. when the Absolute took
forms to favour the devotees.

7 Whose mind etc.—i.e. the thought and speech of
every devotee turn eagerly to the feet of God with
forms.
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10 SIVA-MAHIMNAH STOTRAM

mind and speech do not turn?

AT I8 AR HeRa-
wA e amy ey |
T ST AU O Wa:
g s e e ghestatia (i3 |

g&q O Brahman q“gwﬁm sweet UTHY
supreme 39 veritable nectar ITEE  the
Vedas ffdads of the author dd to Thee
U8 of Brihaspati, the teacher of gods
AU even g% words of praise fh (inter-
rogative) ﬁlﬂ:ma{ object of wonder?
JUET O Destroyer of Tripura g but Wads
Thy TOEEIAYU8H through the merit from
praising Thy glories ¥ my Ul this aTof
speech g"-ﬂﬁ'f shall purify 3fd this motive
A #F in composing this hymn 79 my
gf&s mind ZHAf¥aT engaged.
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THE HYMN ON THE GREATNESS OF SIVA 11

3. O Brahman! Does the praise of
even Brihaspati cause any wonderment to
Thee who art the author of nectarlike sweet
Vedas? O Destroyer of Tripura, the' thought
that by praising Thy glories I shall purify my
speech has prompted me to undertake this
work.

LEERL| ARG

faeg =mish fewa ged it 8 |l

g O Giver of boons ZdTa%] described
by the three Vedas STIEEdT&MedDd the
creater, preserver, and destroyer of the
world Tﬁﬁ?ﬂg according to different
qualities ﬁ'ﬁg dJ9 in three bodies Gt
divided @& Thy aq which Tgad Divinity
aq that f3& to refute U some STsiErms

| The Thoguht etc.—The reason is given why he
has undertaken the work, though the hymns of even
Brihaspati, the teacher of gods, are insignificant to the
Lord.
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12 SIVA-MAHIMNAH STOTRAM

thick-headed persons & in this matter

3T to the ignorant THYETY pleasing
(TS in reality) SO hateful TR
opposition faged offer.

4, O Giver of boons, in refutation of
Thy Divinity which is described by the
three Vedas, which creates, preserves,
and destroys the world, and which is divided
into three' bodies according to the dif-
ferent® qualities, some® thick-headed per-
sons offer arguments, which are pleasing to
the ignorant but (in reality) hateful.*

| Three bodies—namely, Brahma, Vishnu, and

Siva.
2 Different qualities—namely, Sattva, Rajas, and
Tamas.

3 Some—referring to the Mimamakas who
maintain that God has no form and is not the cause of
the creation, preservation, and destruction of the
world.

4 Hateful—becuase their views go against the
Vedas.
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THE HYMN ON THE GREAINESS OF SIVA 13

frrite: Fhrms v &g Fequmafeny
frmmemY s gt R R = |
FTHIAE ARG Tl

FABISH FHiFTEEA HEd e [ ¢

@y indeed ¥ M@l that creator FepHTes
with what desire f @@e with what body
fpqa:  with what instruments feATETE
with what support f&qdEF: with what

materials @ three worlds g creates
Eﬁf T of this naturc JTFIHL whose Divinc

nature is beyond the reach of reasoning i)
with regard to Thee JFaH{ZRA: though
having no scope for 3™ such Pt
argumentation 3[qs of people A for
delusion HIf9dd some FAER  wrong-

headed persons ﬂ'@TﬂﬁT makes vociterous.

5. To fulfil' what desire, having what

_l-Toﬁrlﬁl ete.—When a man does anything, he has
a definite purpose; he can work because he has a
physical body; and while making anything he needs
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14 SIVA-MAUIMNAH STOTRAM

body, with what instruments, support, and
materials does that creator indeed create the
three worlds?—this kind of vain argumenta-
tion with regard to Thee whose Divine
nature is beyond the reach of intellect makes
the perverted' vociferious to the delusion of
mankind.

ST wvents FEwEEEEAIs F-
iR & RS R |
SN AT FAG YA F TREBA

Tl ARl THE WA gW 1

at O Lord of gods redda-iisiy
though having parts wi@re the worlds
TS birthless f& whether AP of the

three thingh—sbmc insturments, some matenals,
and a support. Ignorant people want lo see these
conditions fulfilled in God’s act of creation. But such
expeetations are idle., for God is God—He cannot be
Jjudged by any human standard.

I The perverred—The atheists referred to 1n the
previous Sloka. Their wrong thinking is due 1o their
being under the sway of"Maya.
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THE HYMN ON THE GREATNESS OF SIVA 15

worlds Hadfls creation SEBIAT creator

3Tgd without ¥@fd becomes f whether

Y3 in the creation of the worlds GBI

except God %2 T who else YR atternpt

P can make? T because 3 these AT

fools (3t therefore) @i W with regard to
,_ Thee T$RA raise doubt.

6. O Lord of gods, can the worlds be
without origin though' they have parts? Is
the creation of the worlds (possible) without
a creator? Who else but God can begin the
creation ol the worlds? Because they are
fools, they raise doubt as regards Thy
existence,

it wied arm: gyukmd dwEti
ot mam witene: gaifa 2 |
M ARERRFH AT S
FOTRH TRETATY TEEEEE 59 1w )

1 Though ... parts—Whatever has parts must have
origin.
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16 SIVA-MAHIMNAH STOTRAM

=t the three Vedas i@ Samkhya PIUE
Yoga uwgferd the doctrine of Pasupati

2

Jqueq  the Vaishnava doctrine 3[d these
g different TR paths @fa being) T
this path 9% best a3 that path 9&q
proper g ° thus &AMl of temperaments

JREar  due to difference TP
gerqel o of people following different

paths—straight or crooked 9HHM of waters
319fas ocean 34 like @4 Thou T8 one T8
goal M art.

7. There are different paths (of realiza-
tion) as enjoined by the three' Vedas,
Samkhya,? Yoga,® Pasupata* doctrine,
and Vaishnava® Sastras. Persons following

| Three Vedas—Rik, Sama, and Yajus.
2 Samkhya—as propounded by Kapila.
3 Yoga—as propounded by Patanjali.
4 Pasupata doctrine—which says that Pasupati or

Siva is the creator of the world and that liberation can

be had by meditating on Him.
5 Vaishnava Sastras—such as Narada Pancharatra,
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THE HYMN ON THL GREATNESS OF SIVA 17

different paths—straight or crooked—
according as they consider that this path is
best or that one is proper due to the
difference in tempcraments, reach Thee!
alone just as rivers cnter the ocean.

wal: TS TYE T U
FO  AdTR W@ TR |
3 fo TR ey (s

@ O Giver of boons Hel&s great bull
ATy leg of a bedstcad JTs axc T,
the tiger-skin ¥& ashes Gore snakes HITE
2 human skull = and g 34q this 9 Thy
qeia@Tor principal possessions, g though
gus gods HAGHH forfaat given by the casling
of Thy eyes @M ] those & g lreasures
gufey enjoy & indeed fAu@yTgem the
which inculcate the worship of Vasudeva or Sri
Krishna.

| Thee alone—Paths are different, but all are
unanimous that God alone is the goal.

21
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18 SIVA-MAHIMNAH STOTRAM

mirage of sense-objects WIFANH one
whose delight is in the Self 9 not Y9aRY |
deludes. |

8. O Giver of boons, a great bull,! a
wooden club, an axe, a tiger-skin, ashes, a
human skull and the like—these are Thy
sole possessions, though® by the mere
casting of eyes Thou gave to gods great
treasures which they enjoy. Indeed,® the
mirage of sense-objects cannot delude one
whose delight is in the Self.

I Bull etc—Bull is used for riding. The club and the
axe serve as weapons. Tiger-skin is the substitute for
cloth. Ashes are used for besmearing the body with.
Snakes are a sort of ornaments to His body. Human
skulls serve the purpose of drinking cups.

2 Though etc.—His style of living is abjectly poor,
though at His mere wish gods possess infinite
treasures.

3 Indeed etc.—The reason why He lives so poorly is
that sense-objects have no attraction for one whose
delight is in the Self
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THE HYMN ON THE GREATNESS OF SIVA 19

W fede S TR @ |
TSR AR qEed 59
A PR @t 7 @g g g=r gEw g

gagd O Destroyer of the demon Pura
H9aq some one ¥ the whole S
universe gﬁ eternal 3{q%¢ some other g
while &7 this & all, i.e. the universe
Yay transitory Tefd says UX8 another
H‘R%S‘ilﬁ%ﬂ S{a in this whole world
sieameiie eternal and non-eternal ARG
with different natures &I says 2 by them
faf@m: bewildered 39 as if & Thee &aT
praising 9 not 7M™ feel ashamed T Ah

@ indeed @I garrulity Y21 audacious.
9. O Destroyer of Pura, some' say that
"1 Some ... eternal—The Samkhyas say that the
effect is as much eternal as the cause. The universe
has come out of Prakriti. Prakriti is eternal, therefore

the universe also is eternal.

CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotr



20 SIVA-MAIIIMNAI STOTRAM |

the whole universe is cternal, while
others' say that all is transitory. Yet
others’ maintain that all these are eternal
and non-eternal—having different charac-
teristics. Bewildered,? as it were, by them
I do not feel ashamed to praisc Thee.
Indeed (his garrulity indicates my audacity”.

ﬁsﬁm@ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ ECCE ;

RBY A TAAHEg: |
T MR RIRTe IO R wg
|G T A 77 R we 9o |

R O Girisha IFTRE=HAgTE having
for body a pillar of fire a3 Thy Iq which
Qyad greatness aq that IUR above Ffiss

L Others .. transitory—The  Kshanikavadi
Buddhists say that everything is momentary.
2 Orthers ... non-eternal—The Nauiyayikas say that
ether etc. are permanent; the jar etc. non-permanent. ]
3 Bewildered etc.—When a peson is bewildered he
is not conscious whether he is making himself
ridiculous by his words and deeds,
4 Audacity—1do not know Thy real nature, yetT am
forced by my audacity to praise Thee.
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THE HYMN ON THE GREATNESS OF SivA 21

Brahma 37818 below 8Rg Vishnu I trying
utmost Qﬁ‘aﬁq to gauge HFeH unable AT
became T8 then WiRT2REMREYOIGRIT qriai
to these two praising Thee with devotion
and faith I because & of Thy own ac-
cord T revealed Thyself, (31ds therefore)

dd Thy Hﬂﬁ"ﬁ worship ﬁi“{ whether T not
Gt bears fruit?

10. O Girisha, Brahma' trying above
and, Vishnu trying below failed to measure
Thee who took the form of a pillar of fire.
Afterwards® when they praised Thee with

| Brahina etc.—Referring to the story that Brahma
and Vishnu once quarrelled between themselves as to
who was greater. God Siva then appeared before
them in the form of a column of fire. Brahma and
Vishnu tried to measure the body of Siva to prove
their respective supremacy, but both failed. At this in
all humility they began to praise Siva who, being
pleased with their prayer, revealed Himself to them

2 Afterwards ... accord—God is far away from
those who approach Him with pride and self-conceit.
But He is easily realized by those who are humble
and prayerful.
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SIVA-MAHIMNAH STOTRAM

great devotion and faith, Thou revealed
Thyself to them of thy own accord, indicat-
ing whether! Thy worship can go without
bearing result.

AR YRR |
TYTER FEATE YA TRUGRAN | |
RreTrAiRRERmeETa: .
TR fepimE 199 1

gt O Destroyer of Tripura g2
the ten-headed Ravana TSI easily
BYya T three worlds SfdTeafaet without
any trace of enemy STHE making
TUHILITIAT eager for war g1gq arms I
that 3Yd held 3@ this fIRzg=ISR-
BEGEIUI T O offering the cluster of

heads as lotuses to Thy feet f@rram steady

®gHas of devotion to Thee ferpioray

result.

I Whether ... result—i.e. the worship of God can
never be in vain.
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THE HYMN ON THE GREATNESS O SIVA 23

11. O Destroyer of Tripura, that the
ten-headed Ravana, after’ ridding the three
worlds of any trace of enemies, remained
with arins eager for (fresh) war is due (o
the fact of his having great devotion (o
Thee—-devotion which* prompted him to
offer his heads as lotuses to Thy feet.

A AR Yo

Targ wemrasty aeftEe s |
HAHT AT S AT RTA TG R

i ety gagutaar gt @ 1192 |

EIEI@?(I’H"TW‘ a1 whose strength was got
by worshipping Thee 'EGTEH' forest of arms
eftraadr e to Kailasa, Thy abode 3T

| After ... war—This indicates his great prowess.

2 Which prompted etc.—There is a story that
Ravana while worshipping Siva cut off one by one his
nine heads and offered them to the feet of the Lord as
substitutes for lotuses. And while he was about to cut
off his last head, Siva appeared before him and
offered boons. Ravana prayed for the restoration of
his nine heads and invincibility in war, which were
granted.
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24 SIVA-MAHIMNAH STOTRAM

even duld with great valour ferehaaas
applying 39 of him (Ravana) ufgey stay

@ SremEferBRER on Thy moving with

ease the tip of Thy toe 9TATAST even in the
nether world 3@+ impossible to get GTRﬁF{
became. a9 surely IURIGe affluent (CIGH
wicked person J&Ifd becomes deluded.

12. When Ravana' extended the valour
of his arms—whose strength was obtained
by worshipping Thee—to Kailasa, Thy
abode, Thou moved the tip of Thy toe, and
he did not get a resting place even in the
nether world. Verily, when affluent, the
wicked becomes deluded?.

I Ravana etc—Ravana thought that instead of
going to Kailasa every day for the worship of Siva, he
would pull down Kailasa and place that in his
kingdom. When he attempted that, Parvati, the /
consort of Siva, became alarmed. At this Siva moved
the tip of His toe, and Ravana was thrown away from
heaven to the nether world. Even there his stay would
have been impossible had not Siva taken pity on him
and lifted him up,
2 Deluded—The wicked persons on getting a good
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THE HYMN ON THE GREATNESS OF SIVA 25

HYSTh A IRV |
A dRE afer aRafaR @aenm-
4 FEn oA Al Rt 1193 |

9@ O Giver of boons YRSHEARYams

who had the three worlds at his com-
mand 913 Bana YTHTES very great HEfTII
possessing 3 through ™12 of Indra
g wealth aq that 9T put to shade
T of Thy feet aRafFER with regard
to the worshipper ™ him 7 not aq
that &= to be wondered at. @& To
Thee f3RF: of the head @afys bowing
down H& IAA what prosperity T Hafq

does not conduce to?

13. O Giver of boons, that Bana,' who
had the three worlds at his command, put to
position in life become ungrateful to the persons
through whose help their success was achieved.

I Bana—an Asura king, the son of Bali, the
grandson of Prahlada. He had a thousand arms and
was a great favourite with Siva.
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28 SIVA-MAHIMNAH STOTRAM

always S successful Wafwy become 2

that ®%¢ god of love &M Thee ZATI-
Y] like other gods UGY thinking
WAl an object to be recalled in
memory 3{¥qq became, & because E@Tg to
the self-controlled 9R¥9@s insult 9&3 con-
ducive to good T is not.

15. O Lord, the god of love whose
arrows do not fail anywhere in the world
of gods, demons, and men but are
always successful, became' simply an
object of memory by looking® upon Thee
as an ordinary god. For an insult to the
self-controlled does not conduce to good.

| Became ... memory—i.e. was dead.

2 Looking ... god—The great God Siva was day
and night in meditation. But gods wanted that a son
should be born to Him to lead them in battle against
the demon Taraka. They sought the help of Kama, the
god of love. Kama, conceited at his success
everywhere, tried to spread his influence even over
Siva, by throwing an arrow of passion. Siva, angry at
being disturbed in meditation, burnt Kama to ashes
with the fire of His third eye.
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THE HYMN ON THE GREATNESS OF SIVA 29

TEl GIRTTTg Sl HEHl WIS

W Aoyt yeReoEE |
. :

T & el Tg A Ry ok )

® Thou TT=emd for saving the world
T dancest (79) WIRTETER at the striking
of Thy feet TE the earth g4l all on a
sudden FSfd comes (o, HIGYE the conflict-
ing thought whether it will not come to
destruction WFIGYHIRTEVRETUN  with
planets oppressed by the movement of Thy
iron-club-like arms faqome g the spatial
region (HIUE Fiid—as before). & the
heaven HMYATerdiRaaer the side being
struck by the waving matted hair Hgs just
then €& AT becomes miserable. 73 Ah,
frqar a1 mightiness unfavourable O]
(indicating wonder) (qafd is).

16. In' order to save the world when

| In order to save the world— Once 2 demon
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32 SIVA-MAHIMNAH STOTRAM

surrounded by waters. And by this should be
inferred how vast is Thy divine body.

s &l = SIAgioA= SR
TTg TSR] (AR SR M |

feuaied Fisd BgrgorTemriafy-
% misat 7 &g T qyiEs 19 |l

%lWF{ the three cities like a straw
feyaie wishing to burn & Thy &l earth
T2 chariot (Gﬂﬂﬁ?{ was) szmq%s Brahma
Il charioteer (3TI) 378 the great
mountain Meru #7g8 bow (aﬂ'{ﬁ?{) arey and
TS5 the sun and the moon U the
wheels of the chariot (3% were) {gETIT-
qIfile Vishnu 98 arrow (3RT); 37 in this
manner %3  what 31d this TSR
paraphernalia? @q indeed [guds with
things at disposal #is<ds playing T4feras
the intellect of the Lord T not UId=Is

out of the latter’s matted hair flowed waters which
covered the world and divided it into seven islands.
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THE HYMN ON THE GREATNESS OF SIVA 33

dependent on others.

18. When Thou wanted to burn the
three! cities which were but a piece of
straw (to Thee), the earth was Thy chariot,
Brahma Thy charioteer, the great mountain
Meru Thy bow, the sun and the moon the
wheels of Thy chariot, Vishnu Thy arrow—
why? this paraphernalia? The Lord is not
dependent on others—He was playing with
things at His command.

FRE WEE FAEieI gea-
deFM afer FayeEEFIay |
Tl HeFRgahe TROTTCHE! TERagal
AT e R e S 19 €

| Three ciries—the three cities of the three sons of
the demon Taraka. Siva destroyed the three cities and
the demons at the prayer of the gods

2 Why ... paraphernalia?—Big  equipment  is
necessary for a big work only. One does not use a
sword to pare nails. The three cities were but a piece
of straw 1o Siva. Then why this paraphernadia? Well,
Siva was but playing, taking these things

)
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34 SIVA-MAHIMNAH STOTRAM

Pgwr o Destroyer of Tripura gfts
Vishnu o Thy agi: feet @& a thousand

Wﬁ offering of lotuses ST giving
(Y then ) ﬁF@F{ in that offering T one

being less A that (e his own TH&AeH

lotus-eye TEETq rooted out ST that

#agsds exuberance of devotion THAYY]
into discus 9ufd e transformed GE

being) FaToT ST of the three worlds
TE for protection A remains alert,

19. O Destroyer of Tripura, Hari'
rooted out his lotus-eye (to make up the
d1ﬁc1ency) when one (flower) was missing
in his offering of a thousand lotuses to

1 Hari etc—The story goes that Vishnu would
daily worahlp Siva with a thousand lotuses, One day
Siva, in order to test the devotion of Hari, stole away
one lotus from the collection of a thousand lotuses. At
this Vishnu plucked one of his eyes and offered that [
with the flowers. Pleased with such great devotion, {
Siva gave Vishnu the discus, called Sudarsana, with ]
which the latter protects the three worlds.
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Thy feet; this great devotion transformed
into a discus is alert in protecting the three
worlds.

F FH AR FAld JOURIEAT |
ST WL gy AT
et ST g FeuRats wag s (1 R0 |l

#dl GH sacrifice being destroyed Hgdi
to the sacrificers W& in getting the result
@q Thou AT awake S remain JHTY-
79 the worship of the Lord ¥ without
qeaw  destroyed %H sacrifice @@ where
Welld bears result? 373 therefore g
man @i Thee in sacrifices WA
the giver of result %87 knowing ig?ﬂ in the
teachings of the Sruti #&l FT&@T putting
faith %99 in sacrifices geURHTe resolute
(vard becomes).
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20. The sacrifice’ being destroyed,
Thou ever remainest the connecting link
between the sacrificers and the fruit of the
sacrifice. When? does the destroyed sacrifice
bear fruit, if not’ accompanied by the
worship of the Lord? Therefore knowing
Thee to be the giver of fruits and putting
faith in the Vedas, people become resolute
about the performance of sacrifical rites.

fraTeent Ters sFgufretRag Y- }
RO SROTE AEEN: GETTS '
%gliauaw ERREICRIEERIEE

gd &gs “EagRiERE R @ 129 1)

"1 The sacrifi sacrifice etc.—Sacrificial rite is an action and
every action is subject to origin and destruction. Now
how can a sacrificial rite bear fruit in some other time
or region aiter the action of sacrifice has been
destroyed? Some say that the sacrificial rite produces,
before destruction, some effect called Apurva, which
bears result in the future. In refuting this theory of the
Mimamsakas, the author says that it is the Lord who
gives fruits to the sacrificer, though the sacrifical rite
may have an end.

2 When etc.—i.e. it never does.

3 If not etc.-—because the Lord is the giver of fruits.
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U Thou Giver of refuge (ET%-FI el
in which sacrifice) TJYdM of embodied
beings 7efigre Lord fhamgers expert in
sacrificial rites G&¢ Daksha by name
ﬂo—g_,"Tf?'TS sacrificer (941 IF and where)
T of the Rishis emfeled priestly duty
(@41 and) gUTOTe gods HEEITe supervisors
(@ 3 even there) FHYEAALUTIAATTS
bent on giving the fruits of sacrifices s
from Thee 'sh@‘l—i-‘ﬂg destruction of the
sacrifices (33 became), & because
a@rﬁgﬁ at the absence of devotion "E3
sacrifices Eh—gfz of the sacrificer =g
for injury ga surely (Haf<t become).

21.  Thou Giver of refuge, (even) the
sacrifice  where Daksha,! the Lord of
creation, expert in sacrifices, was the
| Daksha etc.—Daksha performed the sacrifice
with great éclat but insulted Siva. Hence the great
sacrifice was destroyed by Siva, though He is always
eager to give fruits to the sacrificers.
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sacrificer, Rishis' were priests, gods® were
supervisors, was destroyed by Thee, (though
Thou art) bent upon giving fruits of the
sacrifices. Surely” the sacrifices cause injury
to the sacrificers in the absence of devotion.

T Y @A W@ g
T Ay Reafigger g |

gsTIat Ranf Ty
A ASTTY AT T FIATEHH: 13 11

1T O Lord &if%eh scized with passion
FI of the stag qYul taking the body
URTIA who became a hind @i his own
gieal daughter R"'ﬂﬁ[ﬁ‘{ desiring to get

TG4 forcibly 7Td getting qUATHIY keenly
pierccd with the arrow 4= fearful ﬁﬂ"{ o

the sky ard gone MY even a7 seTTY
Brahma 9o of Thee holding a bow in

 Rishis—such as Vasishtha.
2 Gods—Brahma etc.

3 Surely ete.—as in the case of the sacrifice of
Daksha,
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hand o Thy JUATITHES the fury of the
hunter 37EMfY even now A &S does not

leave.

22. O Lord, the fury of Thee who
became a hunter with a bow in hand has
not as yet left Brahma though, keenly
pierced by Thy arrow and terror-stricken, he
has fled to the sky.

AR JATZTEE JIE

36 g€ TR g Qg |

A Bt WA TAREReHe-

TN AR a9 T e gEad 1k3 )

9EAT O Destroyer of Tripura, =g
Giver of boons, 24T Parvati ISEICLBIFIIE
proud of her own beauty (d being) gdy-
d99 holding the bow JoGHH the god of
love g in front (@41 by Thee) Juraq like a
piece of straw 3T&M in a trice ¢ burnt
GEAT seeing HMU even IR if TafRadard-
¥eATq being placed on half of Thy body on
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account of her austerities ™M Thee ¥Uj
uxorious 3fAfd considers AT ah &g surely
gdaqys young women T8 deluded. |

23. O Destroyer of Tripura, O Giver of
boons, even on seeing in front the god of ,
love, bow in hand, burnt like a piece of straw
in a trice by Thee, if Parvati', proud of her
beauty, thinks that Thou art under her
fascination, because > she was allowed to
occupy half of Thy body on account of
her austerities, ah, surely the young women
are under delusion.

I Parvati—Consort of Siva.

2 Because etc.—Parvati performed much austerity
to get the love of Siva. Taking pity at her suffering
Siva allowed her to become a part of His body. But
forgetting this act of pity on the part of Siva, Parvati
might think, like ordinary women, that she got this
favour because of her fascinating beauty. In that case
she is wrong, as indicated by Siva’s burning the god
of love. See Sloka 15, note 2.
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QRAMSTHRIST Tt [ JE-
fRrETETe S FERIERES |
sged Wit T WG AR
T T R T AgEE 138 1

st O Destroyer of the god of love ={&
Giver of boons @ Thy $99TMY in crema-
tion grounds amenTst play e ghosts
H¥ed{s companions femmye@de besmearing
the body with the ashes of the burnt bodies
&t and JHULIRDE string of human
skulls T garland Ta this way S all
ofiel conduct AT indeed STHIZTY bad Ha is,
qaifty yet BTUF to those who remember
Thee TGH great Age cause of good 31
becomest.

24. O Destroyer of the god of love, O
Giver of boons, Thy play is in cremation
grounds, Thy companions are ghosts, Thou
besmearest Thy body with the ashes of
burnt bodies, and human skulls are Thy
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garland—all Thy conduct indeed is thus full
of evil. But' Thou conducest to the great
good of those who remember Thee.

A TSN AREPaeTamEGas
MESAMI: TR g |
TR &8 39 P
SRR AT AR R Wl ¢ )

qfs Yogis  mfare following the
direction of the Sastras STA&aA3 control-
ling the breath W& in the Self #as
mind 3qYY concentrating I which
P unspeakable T truth Ricat
realizing  YgEHTS thrilling with joy
Wmﬁ?ﬁ@ﬂgﬂs with eyes covered with

tears of joy ST full of bliss % in the

I But erc.—This shows the difference between men
and Siva, Outwardly Siva seems to be full of evil, but
in fact He is the source of infinite good to His
devotees.
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lake W= 3@ swimming as it were
SIS inner joy TYM get adq that (aed
: truth) {5 really War] Thou.

25. Thou art indeed that unspeakable
truth which the Yogis realize through
meditation on the Sclf, on controlling the
breath according to the scriptural directions,
and realizing which they shed tears of
thrilling joy and swimming, as it were, In a
pool of nectar, enjoy inner bliss.

TR =M @ e atf T
uffarid @i aftoren fsfa i
7 e Tafwe g aq & A ERIRE

@ Thou &3 the Sun &Y HqMe the
Moon @9 9@ Air ™ gades Firc &7
393 Water © @M Space @ T also
eRfors  Earth ©9 3T Self 3t @ and 3™
art GRUETe the lewned people & with
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regard to Thee Td these TR limiting
e opinion ¥ hold q but 99 we 3@
in this world & Thou Iq T which not
AT art @q that 7w thing 7 fa=rs do not
know.

26. The wise! hold this limiting
opinion about Thee—Thou art the Sun,
Thou art the Moon; Thou art the Fire,
Thou art the Air; Thou art the Water,
Thou art the Space; Thou art the Earth
and Thou art the Self. But we® do
not® know that thing which Thou art not.

74 frel gehferyEma e gu-
AT RrEeg Al |
GREEIC I B B tera sy RS

FAE AF @l IR JoTeHaTey 120 |1

grure O Giver of refuge 34T three Vedas
I The wise—i.e. who consider themselves to be
wise.
2 We—i.e. we who do not pose to be wise
3 Do not...nor—because Thou pervadest all

C-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangof



THE HYMN ON THE GREATNESS OF SIVA 45

fere Three geiie conditions Ergaq three
worlds 1@ and TN also three T
Gods 3R by ‘A’ etc. ffte three vl
letters TMYEHT indicating 3tr i 9= the
word ‘Om’ @@ separately @i Thee
o mentions  3TUfWs eAMMHE  with
subtle sounds 375 covered (3 3
7€) § Thy duifagid  absolute AR
(ranscendent & state @ Thee ¥

collectively (‘I‘Tﬂﬁi).

27. O Giver of refuge, with the
three letters A, U, M, indicating the
three Vedas, three' states, three worlds, and
the three? gods, the word ‘Om’ mentions
Thee separately. United by the subtle? sound
the word ‘Om’ collectively! mentions

| Three states

namely, waking, dreaming, and
dreamless sleep

2 Three gods—namely, Brahma, Vishnu, and
Rudra

3 Subtle sound—Technically it is called ‘Nada.'

4 Collectively—The Mantra ‘Om’ when uttered as
one word indicates the Absolute Brahman.
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to Thee! who art very nearas also very far,
far’ away. O Destroyer of the god of love,
my salutation to Thee who art the minutest’
as also the largest’. O Three-eyed One, my
salutation to Thee who art the oldest® as also
the youngest’. This my salutation to Thee
who art all® as also transcending all.”

TEA R YA T
AR AQEER &0 T TR |
TEEFA AtEa GEE T e
Ry @ Freed fem T el 3o |l

fagalquelt  for the creation of the

"1 Thee who art etc.—This verse indicates the
greatness of Siva as in Him all contradictions meet.

2 Near—because He is the indwelling spirit of all.

3 Far away—because beyond mind and speech.

4 Minutest—being even in atoms.

5 Largest—Dbeing in large bodies like mountains.

6 Oldesi—existing even before creation.

7 Youngest—being untouched by infirmities.

8§ All—He is the substratum of all visible and
invisible objects.

9 Transcending all—being beyond mind and
speech,
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universe ag‘vn?r@r with excess of Rajas
WG to Brahma T T salutation, FEET
for the destruction of that NA@EH with
excess of Tamas &T4 to Rudra T 7%
salutation; goaiseal with excess of
Sattva Crr-‘rg@?ﬁf for giving happiness
to the people FE@ to Vishnu A1 T
salutation; =@ beyond the three
attributes THETY  effulgent G&  object fimm
to Siva 791 T8 salutation.

30. Sualutation to Brahma in whom
Rajas preponderates for the creation of
the universe, salutation to Rudra in
whom Tamas preponderates for the
destruction of the same. Salutation (o
Vishnu in whom Sattva preponderates
for giving' happiness to the people
Salutation to Siva who is effulgent and

| Giving...people—i.e. for the preservation of the
universe.

4 .
CC-0. Nanaji Deshmukh Library, BJP, Jammu. Digitized by eGangotr



50 SIVA-MAHIMNAH STOTRAM
beyond! the three attributes.

PR s FAMRE F A |
F T T g 9Ty | }
st afFamIea A Al |
TG O IEFRYHTER (139 11

@ O Giver of boons IRl ill-
developed @A  subject Lo misery 3&
this I mind @ T where Wﬁﬁ?’aﬁﬁ of
infinite virtues 9199 eternal Ffge f)owcr P&
g where 3fd because of this afaq scized
with fear AT me W making fearless
qfads devotion d TUEE (o thy feet
W@Tﬁﬂ‘ﬁ (A1 me)—who has this hymn

as an offering 3T has thrown.

I Beyond...attributes—Siva is with and without
attributes. The three attributes are Sattva, Rajas, and
Tamas. With Rajas in the form of Brahma He creates,
with Sattva in the form of Vishnu He preserves, and
with Tamas in the form of Rudra He destroys.
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31. O Giver of boons, where is my ill-
developed mind subject to misery’ and
where is Thy Divinity—eternal and
possessing  infinite virtues?  Though
terror-stricken because of this, I am forced %
by my devotion to offer this hymn at
Thy feet.

SRR @ Fed g
qEERATE A A |

forafyy af e ARE T

qef @ ErERsr 9K A A iR

97 O Lord (3 if) Sif@miad like the
blue manntain &EA  ink f?{;‘gma sea (as)
ink-pot gLAoedtaAT@l  the branch of the
heavenly tree @I pen Al the earth T
leaf & be, W the Goddess of

Learning (AT these) TeTeN taking g if

_I_-M—imr)—/-\—c_c.:c_arding to Patanjali ther are five
kinds of misery—namely, Tgnorance, Egoism,
Attachment, Aversion, and Clinging to life.

2 Forced ete.—Love for God forces a devotee
think that God will overlook all his littleness.
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T through eternity forafa writes &M
even then @@ Thy TUIHM, of virtues K the
limit T not &G reaches.

32. O Lord, if the blue mountain be
ink!. the ocean the ink-pot, the branch of the
heavenly” tree be pen, the earth the writing
leaf, and by taking these if the Goddess of
Learning writes for eternity, even® then the
limit of Thy virtues will not be reached.

G-
et o
FHTUERS: TG
BRrAAggTe TR 1133 1|

FHATUERSe the best of the demi-gods

.Wﬁ?'ﬂﬁg Pushpadanta by name
@WS by Asuras, gods, and the best

I Ink—It refers to a huge lump of ink-powder.

2 Heavenly tree—named Parijata.

3 Even etc.—This indicates my audacity, justified
only by my devotion, to praise Thee.
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of sages SfSaEl worshipped FFAWS of

one having the moon on his forehead

JfEUEiRHe  whose praises have been
sung ﬁgUrDJ without attributes A& of
God U this BT beautiful & hymn
mﬂg?{i'-‘fo in all seriousness THIT composed.

33, The best of demi-gods,
Pushpadanta by name, composed in great
devotion this beautiful hymn of the Lord,
who is worshipped by demons, gods, and the
best of sages, whose? praises have been
sung, who has got the moon on His forehead
and who is attributeless.

| S Ete e C CERTIE UGG

i el gyl YefRre g 7@ |

,: ¥ i e eagramasy

t FEREREATs G iieied 11 3% )

| Tg which YA person gl’{a’ﬁlﬁs with

1' 1 Demi-gods—Gandharvas or heavenly musicians.
L 2 Whose praises...sung—i.c. previously.
|
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purified heart JUINGAT in great devotion
aMgE beautiful Tae this §9fes WEY the
hymn to Siva 376788 always Yaid reads, &¢
he f3Tae® in the abode of Siva TRgw: like
Siva a4 becomes Q4T and 3T in this
world WETATEAgs gAAT]  possessed of

much wealth, long life, and many children

T, famous T also (WAKT becomes).

34. The person who with purified heart
and in great devotion always reads this
beautiful hymn to Siva becomes' like Siva
(after death) in the abode of Siva, and while
in this world gets much wealth, long life,
many children, as also fame.

TR T e g |
SR Ao A o s Tl gl

’l%-‘m?[ better than Siva 319 another 23
god T there is not Hf2F3 better than the

1 Becomes like Siva—-i.e. becomes one with Him.
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&

Hymn on the Greatness of Siva 39T
another ?@fr’{o hymn 9 there is not amr(m
better than Siva 3[9¥¢ another H=I8 sacred

| word T there is not T8 better than the
spiritual teacher 9% another T thing to
be known T there is not.

i 35. There is no god better than Siva,
there is no hymn better than the Hymun on
The Greatness of Siva, there is no sacred'
word better than the name of Siva, there?
is nothing better to be known than the real
nature of the spiritual teacher.

Aen T AqENE
S grTiente HRAT
1 A= WU
| Tl A S 13

1 Sacred word—which is to be repeated and
meditated upon for spiritual unfoldment.
2 There...teacher—The  spiritual teacher is the
channel through which Divine mercy flows: as such
f he is one with God. One who has known the spiritual
teacher has known God.
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&1 initiation &M charity @98 austerity
did pilgrimage S knowledge of the
scriptures grmeets  like sacrifical rites
frare works Afems  &AWSH of the merit
of reciting the Hymn on the Greatness of
Siva G4l %l one-sixteenth part T not

3TET are equal to.

36. Getting initiation into the spiritual
life,  charity, austerity,  pilgrimage,
knowledge of the scriptures, the perfor-
mance of sacrifical rites—these do not give
one-sixteenth part of the merit that is got by
reciting the Hymn on the Greatness of Siva.

FYHEITAH TS
RrgETcEaeEE T |

4 Ty FemiEE 4 g a9
(SEEILEC e R e R T A ETCN

PgHCAMI  Pushpadanta by name
FITesie the Lord of all Gandharvas
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ﬁTg&IQTa{q“ia“ﬁa"aaw of the great God who

has got the crescent moon on His forehead
g@e servant &8 he W indeed ¥ of
Siva 9 U from anger feMR=e from
his glory %8 fallen @ being feeafied
very nice 3a9 this qfg=s &g Hymn on
the Greatness of Siva 37T composed.

37. The Lord of Gandharvas', Pushpa-
danta®> by name, is the servant of the great
God? who has the crescent moon on His
forehead. Fallen® from his glory due to the
anger® of the Lord, he composed® this very

"1 Gandharvas—musician demi-gods.

2 Pusipadanta—Iiterally  ‘flower-toothed”,  i.e.
whose teeth were like flowers.

3 God who...forehead—refers to Siva.

4 Fallen ... glory—he lost the power of flying
through the air.

5 Anger of the Lord—Siva got angry with
Pushpadanta as the latter trod on the flowers left after
His worship.

6 Composed etc.—1t is said that Pushpadanta had
his power restored by composing this hymn.
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beautiful Hymn on the Greatness of Siva (to
regain His favour).

e FEL
yefy AR Agen: MR |

gt foraredi Reete sgawTe
Sepiteuciplccaieuint AR

Wﬂ@ﬂa‘%’ﬂ giver of heaven and
liberation §TT6H the Adorable of gods i.e.
Siva SIHYTE  worshipping Tgdaie with
one-pointed mind HEAfAs  with  folded
palms (] being) ¥J®s a person gfe if
gﬂﬂ?ﬂ"ﬁ?ﬂ composed by Pushpadanta
3T unfailing 3& this &aT] hymn Y&k
reads (92 he) fepsits by Kinnaras &AM3
worshipped f3r@@id to the presence of Siva
STt goes.

38. After worshipping Siva, who is
adored by gods and who grants heaven
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and liberation, if one with single-minded
devotion and folded palms reads the
unfailing' hymn, composed by
Pushpadanta, one goes to Siva, being
worshipped by Kinnaras®.

SR AETR aEReaEey | 3€

‘ Ty composed by the Gandharva
Pusl Hi)dddmd Z9qauiy describing the glory
of God 3™ unparalleled qug sacred 3
this ZE  hymn SFEH from start (0
finish H’aﬁ[ all TATRIC fascinating.

39. This unparalleled, sacred hymn
) composed by Pushpadanta and
describing the glory of God is all very
I Unfailing—sure ol giving result, i.e. leading to
Siva.
2 Kinnaras—a kind of beings who have got a
human form but whose head is like that of a horse.
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fascinating from start to finish.

Tl ATgHET O st |
Afiar 99 J9re fraar A qeridEs |iso ||

Uyl this dEHAT of words &Il WOIbhlp
#HBHIAEE o the feet of Siva AT
offered 2fd < at this TEIMIE: ever-
propitious 9912 the Lord of gods & to me
drrdl may be pleased.

40. This hymnal worship is offered to
the feet of Siva. May the ever-propitious
Lord of gods be pleased with me at this.

T T A AW Higishy qReR |
arzansi HETRa A A Aw 1189 |

q2997 O Great Lord @9 acd the true
nature of Thy being ﬁ’c.;QTS of what sort 3113
Thou art T S 1 do not know T&Rd O
great Siva I1g9e of whatever nature 31T
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Thou mayest be TEAT to That T 73
salutation again and again.

41. O Lord, I do not know the true
nature of Thy being—of what kind Thou
art. Of whatever' nature Thou mayest be,
O Great God, to That my salutation
again and again.

TR fEee a1 B 38 w@ae |
FeuTaratEs EdE T R

72 which X8 person Tsh® once &I
twice a1 or FI@m thrice 9 reads, #3 he
FEqae  from all sins ﬁlﬁﬁﬁs freed
forgdi® in the abode of Siva "W is

glorified.

42.  The person who reads (this hymn)

I Whatever...be—implying that Ged will accept
the worship of a devotee, though he may not know the

.

real nature of the Lord
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once, twice, or thrice is' glorified in the
abode of Siva, being freed from all sins.

c

AT fepfermete Eidn
FUSTRIAH e JEreaa
AT Tk e [ 83 1|

94”|3maag@qmaiﬁ=|aq coming out of the

lips of Pushpadanta f&feawaivr destroying
sins WAV dear to Siva TE by hymn
FBRIAT  committed to memory 9o
read TERIGA  kept in the house CREIGE
Lord of the creation #2978 great god WUIHS
greatly pleased Hafd becomes.

IFle RSB SiE
sz Al

I Is...Siva—i.e. after death he goes to the abode of
Siva and remains there'in great glory.
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43. If a person learns' by heart, reads,
or keeps in the home this hymn, which
came out of the lips of Pushpadanta, and
which destroys sins and is dear to Siva,
Siva the Lord of creation becomes very
pleased.

Here ends the Hymn on
the Greatness of Siva
composed by Pushpadanta.

I Learns...home—Three stages are mentioned
—hamely, committing to memory, reading from
books, and keeping the book in the home. Simply
keeping the book in the home has some importance
masmuch as it will occasionally remind one of Siva.
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Lord Siva has universal appeal in India. From the
snow-capped Himalayas in the north to the ocean-
washed shores of the south, He has been
worshipped through the ages, by the householders
as well as sannyasins as the Lord of the animate
and the inanimate. His fame as easy-to-be pleased
God and also giver of boons, has natrally
prompted poets and devotees to compose and sing
hymns in His glory.

Siva-Mahimnah Stotram or the Hymn on the
Greamess of Siva is considered as one of the best
hymns in Sanskrit literamwre. It is grand in
conception, sublime in diction, and uplifting in its
influence. It goes without saying that persons who
recite it after knowing its meaning will have great
spiritual benefit.
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