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Fortitude, piety, friend and wife are put to
test only during adversity.




IT WAS A SCENE OF GREAT EMOTIONAL REUNION, BHARAT LED A HUGE
ASSEMBLY INCLUDING HIS BROTHER SHATRUGHN, THE QUEENS, SUMITRA,

The Abduction KAUSALYA AND KAIKEYL, GURL VASISHTH, MINISTERS AND SOLDIERS, WHEN
of Sita EAM SAW THEM, HE GEEETED EACH ONE H"I'I'-I'-I’ WM ﬁFFEﬂﬂﬂN
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THIS WAS NOT A TOUGH TASK FOR RAM. DOESN'T THE SUN EEFI.EE?T
ITS FORM IN HUNDREDS OF WATER POTS AT THE SAME TIME 7

RAM SAW THAT THE THREE QUEENS WERE
STRICKEN WITH GRIEF LIKE TENDER CREEFERS
SMITTEN WITH FROST.

KAIKEY! MUST BE
FULL OF REMORSE ¢
AND GUILT! | MUST
\ GREET HER FIRST.

THE SOLDIERS AND CITIZENS SETTLED DOWN TO
CAMPF BY THE BANKS OF THE EIVER. GURL YASISHTH
WAITED FOR A WHILE, AND GAVE A LITTLE
DISCOURSE ON THE ILLUSORY NATURE OF THE
WORLD, BEFORE HE BROKE THE SAD NEWS TD EAM.

VYOUR FATHER, KING OH NO! IT WAS HIS

DASHARATH, HAS || EXCESSIVE LOVE FOR ME
GONE TO HIS THAT KILLED HIM.

\EEM"'ENL"I" ABODE! 12

MOTHERS! DON'T
GRIEVE 50! NO ONE

RAM'S SORROW MADE EVERYONE FEEL TWO DAYS LATER, RAM REQUESTED THE FEOFLE TO
FORLORN, GURL VASISHTH GENTLY REMINDED RETUEN TO ﬂWﬁHYA. YOU ARE 80 CONSIDERATE.
ABOUT THE LAST RITES FOR HIS FATHER. 7 HOW LONG CAN YOU ﬁTﬁY RAM. BELIEVE ME. THEY

YOU MUST BATHE IN THE |, 50" \ A{REHIN. ON AMEAGRE MEAL OF | ARE HAPPY T0 BE HERE! /
RIVER MANDAKINI AND Wy ROOTS AND BULBS? | CAN'T
OBSERYE A STRICT ] BEAR TO SEE ALL OF YOL
SUFFER 5012

NEXT MORNING, RAM FEEF{JEMEH A.LL ,,*’ | | THE FOREST DWELLER CLANS OF KOLS, KIRATS AND
THE FUNERARY RITES, PRESCRIEBED IN  [lif/ Wl ] | BHILS BROUGHT DAINTILY SEWN LEAF PLATES FILLED
THE HOLY VEDAS, /13 | WITH HONEY, ROOTS, BERRIES AND HERBS.




Ram Charit Manas

THE CITY FOLK WERE AMAZED TO SEE THE EXOTIC MEANWHILE, BHARAT WAS RESTLESS AND WORRIED.
FRUITS AND HERBS. HE COULD NOT SLEEF AT NIGHT OR EAT BY DAY TIME,

OH! LOOK HOWN/ AND SUCH Y THE HONEY IS THE MOST | [TWO DAYS HAVE GONE BY AND 1™ WE MUST TAKE Fe
LOVELY THE LUSCIOUS DELICIOUS I'VE EVER | |WE HAVEN'T EVEN SPOKEN A A DECISION '
LEAF BOWLS TASTED! WE MUST PAY | |ABOUT OUR PURPOSE OF

COMING HERE! HOW WILL WE
COMYINCE RAM TO ACCEPT
THE THEONE OF
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ANY MONEY, INSISTING THAT THE FOOD WAS JUST ; )‘ 90
A SYMBOLIC GESTURE OF FRIENDSHIF: £y =
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VASISHTH GATHERED THE MINISTERS AND THE WHOLE ASSEMBLY CHARGED PURPOSEFULLY
CITIZENS OF AYODHYA AND CALLED FOR TOWARDS RAM'S MUD HUT.
BHARAT. HE SPOKE AT LENGTH ABOUT THE

MY LORD , WE REQUEST YOU TO
VIRTUES RAM WAS BLESSED WITH, L gl o el .
[ IF RAM IS CROWNED KING, W% BROUGHT ALL THE THINGS FOR \ W4
ITWILL BRING HAPPINESS YOUR CORONATION. WE WILL CROWN E § (18
ALL AROUND. WE MUST 2w

YOU KING RIGHT HERE.
PERSUADE HIM. T T
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BHARAT HAD BROODED OVER THIS IDEA EVEN AS THE PEOPLE TRIED TO GUESS THE REASON OF
FOR S0 LONG THAT WORDS NOW TUMBLED EAM'S SILENCE, MESSENGEES FEOM KING JANAK'S
OUT OF HIS MOUTH. COURT AEEID THERE.

YES, HOWEYER, WE ARE SAD TO HEAR OF
KING DASHARATH'S DEMISE. OUR KING JANAK
WAS UPSET TO HEAR THE NEWS THAT
BHARAT WAS TO BECOME KING AND
RAM BANISHED TO THE FOREST. A

ke b

PLEASE DON'T PUT THE BURDEN OF
KINGSHIP ON ME. LET ME REMAIN
IN THE FOREST INSTEAD




The Abduction of sita

HE SENT SPIES E'Q. or GO AT N5
T0 AYODHYA TO CHECK Y _ONCE AND
BHARAT'S INTENTIONS, WHEN HE Y ESCORT HIM
LEARNT ABOUT BHARAT'S NOBLE | HERE. LET SOME
DECISION, HE DECIDED TO COME RAVE KIRATA
HERE TOO. HE IS ON HIS WAY HUNTERS GO

T0 MEET YOL. p WITH YOU.

I~ /1

—

AS S00N AS JANAK SAW THE PEOFLE OF
AYODHYA, HE DISMOUNTED FROM

&
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WHILE JANAK FAID !5 RESPECTS TO GURU
VASISHTH, RAM AND LAKSHMAN BOWED TO THE
SEERS FROM MITHILA.

SORROWFUL SPEECHES AND SAD SIGHS GUEEN SUNAYANA WAS SAD TO SEE HER DAUGHTER
DROWNED THE ASSEMBLY IN A SEA OF SITA'S LIFE IN THE FOREST.

GRIEF, AT THE LOSS OF KING PASHARATH .

NO ONE HAS EATEN
OR DRUNK A DROP
OF WATER ALL DAY

SAGE YASISHTH URGED THE PEOPLE TO
BREAK THEIR FAST. THE LUSH, GREEN
FOREST WITH MYRIAD TREES, HELPED
THEM TO RECOVER FROM THEIR GRIEF,

THIS 1S SO UNFAIR! IT IS

USING THUNDER BOLT AS
A CHISEL TO BREAK THE

YES, INDEED
SOMETIMES THE
WAY OF GODS
SEEM AS SILLY AS
A CHILD'S PLAY.

AS IF THE GODS ARE

FROTH OF MILK,

THE WOMEN SHARED THEIR CONCERNS WITH EACH
OTHER. KAUSALYA AND SUNAYANA WERE WORRIED
ABOUT THE FUTURE.

| AM WORRIED ABOUT BHARAT. HE
IS 50 DEVOTED TO RAM CAN

YOU TRY TO CONYINCE YOUR

HUSBAND TO ASK LAKSHMAN
TO GO BACK TO AYODHYA
AND LET BHARAT BE
WITH RAM?

| \

N

= LATE NOW!
I\ | MUsT GO!

715 QUITE

SUNAYANA DID ANSWER FOR HER HUSBAND YET
SHE COULD NOT LEAVE MITHOUT ASSURING THE
QUEENS OF AYODHYA.

RAM WILL CERTAINLY RULE
OYER AYODHYA. IT HAS
BEEN PREDICTED BY THE

S

WITH THE PERMISSION OF KALISALYA, SUNAYANA

TOOK SITA WITH HER TO THEIR CAMF IN THE
FOREST.




Ram Charit Manas

ALONE WITH HER FARENTS, JANAK AND SUNAYANA,
SITA COULD BARELY CONTROL HER EMOTIONS.

MY HEART GO, PEAR
BIDS ME TO DAUGHTER!

KING JANAK AGREED THAT THE VIRTUOUS BHARAT WAS
INPEED ONE OF A KIND, TO PESCRIBE HIM AS AN
ORDPINARY MORTAL WAS LIKE DECLARING THAT MOUNT
SUMERU WEIGHED ONLY ONE SEER.*

STAY HERE! BLESS YOUR

PED THE OCCASION TO TELL

NOW SUNAYANA GRAS
JANAK ABOUT BHARAT'S STATE OF MIND.

YOU ARE RIGHT! IF LAKSHMAN

ALL NIGHT LONG, THEY DISCUSSED THE FROS AN'
CONS OF THE SITUATION.

AND BHARAT
WILL DO
WHATEVER RAM

RETURNS TO AYODHYA AND
BHARAT GOES TO THE FOREST
IT MAY BE THE BEST
SOLUTION! -

RAM TOO HAD SPENT THE NIGHT IN ANGUISH AND AT
DAWN, CALLED ON GURU VASISHTH,

YOUR HOLINESS, BHARAT
AND THE QUEENS ARE
WEARY OF THE FOREST.
KING JANAK TOO HAS
SUFFERED THE
HARDEHIPS OF FOREST
LIFE FOR LONG ENOUGH.
NOW DO WHAT SEEMS
PROPER TO YOU!

ALTHOUGH RAM WAS ANXIOUS

mﬂ-LL

THE PEOFPLE TO
RETURN TO THE COMFORTS OF CITY LIFE, HE COULD NOT
SAY 50 DIRECTLY.

GLRU VASISHTH CONVEYED RAM'S WORDS TO KING
JANAK, WHO THEN WENT TO BHARAT. TOGETHER, ALL
THE FEOPLE WENT TO EAM.

DEAR RAM, EYERYONE

WILL DO AS YOU BID!

THIS 1S WHAT | HAVE
DECIDED!

HOW CAN | SPEAK IN '\
YOUR PRESENCET |
WILL DO AS YOU AND
KING JANAK
COMMAND

S
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ED INTO SILENCE.

ALL EYES TURNED TO BHARAT. | YOU KNOW THE CUSTOM

| HAVE COME HERE WITH ™, OF OUR SOLAR RACE, DEAR
WATER FROM HOLY BHARAT. YOU MUST OBEY

FOR FIVE DAYS BHARAT VISITED ALL THE HOLY SPOTS
a?'ﬁfgilﬂ. ON THE SIXTH DAY, THE ASSEMBLY FREFARED
VE.

PLACES FOR YOUR FATHER'S WORDS AND

CORONATION, NOW | WAIT 80 MUST .
FORYOUR ORDERS.

RULE THE LAND ACCORDING |
10 THE DIRECTIONS OF
SAGE VASISHTH, THE
. MINISTERS AND OUR

GRANT ME LEAVETO X%
RETURN TO AYODHYA |
AND SERVE IT TILL
YOU RETURN!

A X\
BHARAT

VISITED SAGE ATRIS ASHRAM AND
DEPOSITED ALL THE HOLY WATER IN A WELL WHICH
WAS THEN NAMED BHARAT KOOF.

* A MEASURE OF WEIGHT




The Abduction of sita

THE FARTING OF BHARAT AND RAM WAS AS
EMOTIONALLY CHARGED AS THEIR MEETING.

WSS HERE, TAKE MY

WHAT CAN | GIVE

BHARAT RECEIVED THE SANDALS GRATEFULLY AND
PLACED THEM ON HIS HEAD.

OH! WITH THIS
KEEPSAKE WITH ME,
| WILL FEEL AS IF RAM
IS NEAR ME! 4

AFTER BIPDING FAREWELL TO HIS BROTHERS AND
SETTLING THE QUEENS IN THEIR FALANQUINS, EAM

SENT OFF JANAK'S FARTY.

HORSES, BULLOCKS, ELEFHANTS, CARRIAGES,
FALANQUINS TRUDGED OUT OF THE FOREST
BEARING THE RETINUE OF BHARAT AND JANAK.

Q=T 115 50 STRANGE. | TWILLTAKE %

JusT THREE OF M ( THEM FOUR DAYS
US AGAIN!

] ¥

KING JANAK STAYED IN AYODHYA FOR A FEW DAYS
AND SETTLED THE APMINISTRATION OF THE STATE.

/" | THINK, BHARAT, WITH &

. IWILLTRY, oG
f THE HELF OF GURU BHATRUGHN, | WANT
VASISHTH, YOU WILL | YOUTOTAKEFULL

 BE ABLE TO MANAGE £} RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE !

i z £

| e

GURU VASISHTH CHOSE AN AUSFICIOUS TIME
AND DATE FOR THE CORONATION.

HE MADE A SIMPLE HUT OF LEAVES AND TWIGS IN
NANDIGRAM AND WORE CLOTHES OF BARK.

LET THE SANDALS OF MY BROTHER
REPRESENT HIS REIGN OVER THE 4
KINGDOM OF AYODHYA,

HE GATHERED HIS HAIR IN A MATTED KNOT AND
SLEPT ON A BED OF KUSHA GRASS.

et ! & o

BHARAT CAST OFF HIS ROYAL ROBES AND
JEWELS AND DECIDED TO LIVE LIKE A HERMIT,

HIS SFARTAN LIFESTYLE MADE HIM LEAN YET H
FACE RADIATED SPIRITUAL STRENGTH.




Ram Charit Manas

HE LOOKED AFTER THE AFFAIRS OF THE STATE,
AS HE HAD PROMISED, BUT HE CONSIPERED
RAM TO BE THE TRUE KING AND SOUGHT HIS
BLESSINGS FOR EVERY DECISION HE MADE,

RAM, LAKSHMAN AND SITA LIVE
A TOUGH LIFE. BUT BHARAT'S

LIFE IS TOUGHER, LIVING LIKE

& AN ASCETIC THOUGH HE 15

.....
‘‘‘‘‘

MEANWHILE RAM, SITA AND LAKSHMAN HAD SETTLED
DOWN TO THEIR SIMFLE ROUTINE IN THE IDYLLIC
FOREST HOME.

WHAT ARE YOU DOING |
WITH ALLTHESE  /
FLOWERS?

R e B ._:-

ORNAMENTS HE

RAM BEDECKED SITA IN THE
LOVINGLY MADE FOR HER.

FLORAL

HOW LOVELY SHE LOOKED SEATED ON THE
CRYSTAL ROCK, HER NATURAL BEAUTY ENHANCED
BY THE LOVELY FLORAL JEWELLERY!

SUDDENLY A CROW BIT SITA ON HER FOOT. THE
FOOLISH SON OF INDRA, IN THE DISGUISE OF
A CROW WANTED TO TEST THE MIGHT OF RAM.

WHEN EAM SAW THE BLEEDING WOUND HE WAS
ENRAGED AND TOOK UF HIS BOW AND ARROW.
WHICH MADE THE CROW FLY OFF IN TERROR.

T

THE CROW PL
HIM GO WITH THE LOSS OF ONE EYE.

| THINK WE SHOULD MOYVE
| FROM CHITRAKOOT.T0O |
\ MANY PEOPLE KNOW THAT /
I' WE LIVE HERE.

-

THE THREE OF THEM WENT T0 SAGE ATRI'S ASHRAM
WHERE THEY RECEIVED A WARM WELCOME. SAGE
ATRI'S MIFE ANASUYA GAVE SITA A WONPERFUL
PRESENT.

V' THESE ARE DIVINE
CLOTHES AND JEWELS OH! THEY ARE
THAT WILL REMAIN WONDERFUL!
FRESH AND NEW FOR

EVER, THROUGHOUT

DUTIES OF A WIFE.

70



The Abduction of sita

DEAR SITA, YOUR FATHER MOTHER
AND BROTHER MAY BE HELFFUL TO

ANASUYA THEN GAVE SITA THE QUINTESSENCE OF
THE HOLY SCRIFTURES ABOUT THE GUIDING RULES

FOUR ARE TESTED ONLY IN

A DEGREE BUT A HUSBAND 15 AN FOR A WIFE.
UNLIMITED BLESSING. FORTITUDE =
APIETY, A FRIEND AND A WIFE - THESE i bl W &

WIVES. THE HIGHEST ARE
THOSE WHO ARE CONYINCED IN
THEIR HEART THAT NO OTHER
MAN EXISTS IN THE WORLD. THE
SECOND IN ORDER REGARD ALL
OTHER MEN AS A FATHER,
BROTHER OR S0N. THE THIRD
RESTRAINS HER BEHAVIOUR BY
THE THOUGHT OF FAMILY
HONOUR. THE FOURTH 15
RESTRAINED BY FEAR AND

LACK OF OPPORTUNITY. /

ANASUYA THEN EXPLAINED THAT SHE GAYE THE DISCOURSE
FOR THE GOOD OF THE WORLD.

B E— i

RAM, SITA AND LAKSHMAN BID FAREWELL TO
SAGE ATR! AND ANASUYA AND MADE THEIR
WAY TO THE HERMITAGE OF EH‘LE.&.EHAHEA

OH GRACIOUS RAGHUVIR! |
HAVE BEEN WAITING JUST

EAGE SHARABHANGA BUILT A FUHEE.-“.L F"T‘EE
AND SAT UFON IT AND AS HE HAD PLANNED,
LEFT FOR THE HEAVENLY ABODE.

WHEN THE THREE OF THEM RESUMED THE JOURNEY,
THEY MET A ET'RANGE Er.I'GHT

/' WHY ARE THERE
50 MANY

SKELETONS AND

BONES STREWN

THESE ARE THE

BY DEMONS.

Al

i‘! \1;4
ﬂ‘fllﬁ}} _F }

{ BONES OF SAGES WHO
HAVE BEEN DEYOURED £

RAM'S EYES FILLED WITH TEARS. WITH HIS BOW
ALOFT HE MADE A SOLEMN VOW.

| SWEAR | SHALL
RID THE EARTH OF

RAM VISITED THE HEEM#TAEE OF EEPEML
SAGES. AMONG THEM WAS A DISCIFLE OF SAGE
AGASTYA, CALLED SUTIKSHN.

WHEN HE HEARD THE NEWS OF RAM'S
ARRIVAL, HE WAS BESIDES HIMSELF WITH JOY.

" RAM 15 COMING
. HERET? OH! | CAN'T

HE WAS S0 ﬂ'l-’ERHHELMED THAT HE RAN HITHER
AND THITHER AND BEGAN TO DANCE AND SING.
RAM SAW HIS ANTICS FROM A DISTANCE.

71



Ram Charit Manas

WHEN AT LAST HE BEHELD RAM, SUTIKSHN RAM HAD A PURPOSE FOR MEETING AGATSYA.
SAT STILL IN THE MIDDLE OF THE FOREST \

FATH. HIS BODY BRISTLED LIKE A JACKFRUIT
WITH EVERY HAIR ON END.

7 PLEASE GUIDE ME. TELL XA~ THERE 15
S ME THE WAY TO SLAY THE A CHARMING HOLY

# 0\ DEMONS, THE FOES OF SPOT CALLED
HERMITS. PANCHAVATI [N THE
DANDAK FOREST,

Ei g
--':'("': ™ '::

RAM EOUSED HIM FEOM HIS STUFOUR AN
EMBRACED HIM. TOGETHER THEY SET OUT
TO MEET THE LEARNED SAGE AGASTYA.

S0 IT WAS, THAT RAM SET UP HIS HUMBLE HUT
BY THE BANKS OF THE GOPAVAR, IN
FANCHAVATI.

IT WAS A TREANQUIL LIFE OF SIMPLE JOYS AND WARM
COMPANIONSHIF, LAKSHMAN OFTEN SAT BESIDE RAM
AND SHARED HIS INNERMOST THOUGHTS.

TELL ME THE DIFFERENCE
h BETWEEN GOD AND THE

; IT15 THE

*f SENSE OF | AND YOU
THAT HOLDS SWAY
OYER INDIVIDUAL

- |
% | [ L ol i
A1\ @ 2 Mg iR e 7

RAM LOVINGLY DESCRIBED THE PATH OF DEVOTION AND
SPIRUTUAL WISDOM.

IT WAS HERE THAT RAM MET JATAYU, THE KING ONE DAY THE PEACEFUL CALM OF PANCHAVAT!

OF VULTURES AND BUILT A BOND OF FRIENDSHIP | | WAS SHATTERED BY SHOORFANAKHA THE SISTER

WITH HIM. OF RAVAN, THE DEMON KING OF LANKA.

.":' o
By !. OH! SUCH

WSy HANDSOME MEN!

e

oI

| == o i ..-i . A A1 s 7

Emgh{ff-.-g PMCET TELQDMHE Mgg%ﬁfﬂﬁfuagﬁns A A T
LOVELIER AND LUSH DAY-BY-DAY AND BIRDS SHOORFANAKHA HAD NAILS AS LARGE AS
CHIRPED CHEERELLLY WINNOWING FANS AND A HIDEOUS FORM TO MATCH.

T2



The Abduction of sita

SHE KNEW HOW HORRIBLE SHE LOOKED.,

HMM! MY DEADLY
DEMON LOOKS WILL
BCARE THE WITS OUT
OF THEM. | MUST
TRANGFORM
MYSELF INTO A

INTO A LOVELY, DELICATE LADY.

SIMPERING SHYLY, SHE SIDLED UPTD RAM AND SPOKE
IN THE SWEETEST TONE EVER.

THERE IS NO MAN LIKE YOU
AND NO WOMAMN LIKE ME: GOD
HAS PLANMED OUR MATCH
WITH A LOT OF THOUGHT,
DON'TYOU THINK 50

| HAVE SEARCHED
THE WHOLE WIDE
WORLD, BUT|
HAVEN'T FOUND A
MAN GOOD
ENOUGH FOR ME,
| THOUGHT |
WOULD REMAIN A
MAIDEN BUT HOW
MEETING YOU
HAS SET MY
MIND AT REST!
YOU ARE MY

RAM SUPPRESSED A SMILE AND SIGNALLED AT SITA
TO INDICATE THAT HE WAS MARRIED.

S BUT MY BROTHER I&
. FREEAND LY
b UNATTAGHED!

SHOORFANAKHA NOW APPROACHED
LAKSHMAN, O0ZING AS MUCH CHARM AS SHE
COULD MANAGE.

ME? OH NO! | AM LIKE HIS SERVANT!
HE IS MY LORD AND MASTER. HE |16
THE RULER. OF AYODHYA, FREE

LAKSHMAN FICKED UF RAM'S FLAYFUL MOOD

AND TEASED SHOORFANAKHA.

WITH A VERY SERIOUS EXPRESSION, LAKSHMAN GAVE
A HUMBLE SFEECH.

HOW CAN A SERVANT ASPIRE FOR
HAPFINESSET OR A BEGGAR EXPECT
HONOUR OR ...

ENOUGH!

SHOORFANAKHA WAS IN NO MOOD FOR A DISCOURSE
AND TURNED BACK TO RAM.

73



Ram Charit Manas

SHE TURNED TO RAM IN FURY AND SHOWED HER
ORIGINAL HIPEOQUS FORM.

RAM SENT HER BACK TO LAKSHMAN, WHO
DECIDED TO BE FRANK WITH HER.,

/ THE ONLY MAN WHO WILL =
BE A MATCH FOR YOU 18
THE ONE WHO HAS
FLUNG ALL SHAME TO
THE WINDS! %

e il ol .

SHOORFANAKHA DID NOT LIKE BEING TOSSED A -

ABOUT AND INSULTED IN THIS MANNER. SITA WAS PETRIFIED TO SEE THE HORRIBLE DEMONESS.

i 'l
™
e

:"—"iﬂ_f I

LOOKING MORE FRIGHTFUL THAN BEFORE,

EAM SAW HOW AGITATED SITA WAS AND SIGNALLED
SHOORFANAKHA RAN OFF HOWLING LOUDLY

T0 LAKSHMAN. AT ONCE, LAKSHMAN DREW HIS

o & ﬁ;ﬂ-{; o :

Y, ik

«.AND IN SWIFT STROKES, CUT OFF SHOORFANAKHA'S

IT LOOKED AS IF SCARLET STREAMS WERE |

NOSE AND EARS, FLOWING DOWN A BLACK MOUNTAIN.
SOBBING LOUDLY, SHE WENT TO HERE PEMON SHOORPANAKHA TOLD THEM IN DETAIL,
BROTHEES, KHAE AND DUSHAN., HER VEESION OF THE INCIDENT.
O BROTHERS! i | WAS JusT
THIS IS A CUESE INTRODUCING MYSELF GATHER
OMYOUR INMOCENTLY TO THE TWO OUR
MANHOOD AND DID THIS MEN...AND FOR MO
TOYOU? EHYME OR REASON HE
¥ CUT OFF MY NOSE

AND EARS!

T4



The Abduction of sita

KHAE AND DUSHAN CALLED THEIR ARMY TO
GATHER FOR ATTACK. HUGE UGLY MONSTERS OF
VARIOUS SHAPES AND SIZES APPEARED LIKE

A GROUF OF WINGED HILLS OF BLACK S00T,

THEY HAD STRANGE ANIMALS ON THERE
VEHICLES AND WERE ARMED TO THE HILT WITH
DREADFUL WEAFONS.

ROARING LOUDLY, THE GROTESQUE CREATURES TOOK TO
THE SKIES, RARING TO FIGHT.

WE WILL CATCH THE
TWO BROTHERS

NO! NO!

LET'S KILL LET'S KIDNAP

THE WOMAN.

™

i &

THEY RAISED SUCH A STORM WITH THEIE MARCH IN THE
SKIES THAT RAM WAS ALERTED.

AN ARMY OF DEMONS
IS APPROACHING.
LAKSHMAN! QUICKLY
TAKE SITA TO THE
CAVE AND BE ON

LAKSHMAN LED SITA TO A CAVE IN THE
MOUNTAIN, WHILE RAM GATHERED HIS
MATTED LOCKS INTO A KNOT.

WITH

NO BUTS,
LAKSHMAN, HURRY!
WILL TAKE THEM ON

Nl

FULL OF ARROWS SLUNG ON HIS SIDE,

oL

A QUIVER

HE
GLARED AT THE AFFROACHING DEMON ARMY, AS A LION
GLARES AT A GROUP OF ELEPHANTS.

THE DEMONS DESCENDED DRAMATICALLY WE HAVE KILLED MULTITUDES
FROM THE HIGH SKIES BUT AS SOON AS THEY THIS PRINCE IS OF MEN, DEVAS, SAGES AND
SAW RAM, THEY WERE FROZEN IMMOBILE AND EXTRAORDINARY, DEMONS. BUT THIS ONE
COULD NOT ATTACK HiM. = ~ . IS DIFFERENT.
HE DOES NOT LLAL i.
DESERVE TO BE =ik
KILLED.
l 1 s |
y * -' >
THEY HAD A HURRIED MEETING WITH THEIR o e P —
MINISTERS AND THEIR CHIEFS, KHAR AND :
DUSHAN. - THEY DECIDED TO OFFER HIM A TRUCE,
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Ram Charit Manas

SURRENDER TO US
AT ONCE! GIVE US

RAM WAS AMUSED AT THIS OFFER OF FEACE.

THE WOMAN YOU
HAYE HIDDEN AND
YOU TWO
BROTHERS CAN
GO HOME
UNHURT.

3
:II -

WE BELONG TO THE WARRIOR -i‘""‘-._ -
RACE OF KSHATRIYS! NO A\
MIGHTY FOE CAN PUT FEAR IN -
OUR HEARTS! WHY, YOU ARE ™
LIKE THE PREY WE HUNT
AND KILL ALL THE i

S
;

—

-

EVEN DEATH ITSELF,
DOESN'T PUT FEAR
IN Us!

IF YOU ARE SCARED
TO FIGHT US, RUN
OFF! | WILL NEVER
ATTACK AM ENEMY
WHO HAS HIS
BACK TURNED.

XN

r IN A BATTLEFIELD, TRICKS AND
PRANEKS, PITY OR COMPASSION
15 A 6IGN OF COWARDICE! GO

RAM'S WORDS STUNG KHAR AND DUSHAN T THE CORE.
THEY ORDERED THEIE ARMY TO ATTACK,

AND TELL THIS TO YOUR

i
.

WITH BOWS AND ARROWS, STEEL CLUBS AND
AXES, SPEARS AND FIKES, SCIMITARS AND
MACES, THE FIERCE DEMONS TOOK TO THE SKIES.

THE TERRIFIC, SHRILL FRIGHTENING SOUND
DEAFENED THEIR EARS AND AGITATED THEIR MINDS
50 MUCH THAT THEY LOST THEIR SENSES FOR A
WHILE.

TS -
b ik 1 -

BUT JUST THE TWANG OF EAM'S BOW WAS
ENOUGH TO PUT FEAR IN THEIR HEARTS.

A W
WHEN THEY RECOVERED, THEY BEGAN TO RAIN THEIR

WEAFONS ON THEIR SOLE OFFONENT ON THE
GROUND.
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The Abduction of sita

BUT WITH HIS SPEED AND SKILL. RAM CRUSHED
ALL THEIR WEAFONS INTO SMITHEREENS.

DRAWING HIS BOWSTRING UP TO HIS EAR, RAM
PISCHARGED HIS SHARF ARROWS.

THE DEMON WARRIORS FELT THAT THE TERRIBLE
ARROWS OF RAM WERE LIKE VICIOUS SERPENTS

HISSING TOWARDS THEM.

Sl
)

THE DEMON ARMY TOOK FRIGHT AND BEGAN TO FLEE.

AND DUSHAN ROARED,

SEEING THE ARMY RETREATING, THEIR LEADERS KHAR

EAM NOW CHOSE A SPECIAL WEAFON, AN IRON BOLT
CALLED NARACHA AND FITTEDR IT TO HIS BOW

WHOEVER FLEES FROM
THE BATTLE WILL BE
KILLED WITH OUR I:'J'i'H'N

HANDS!

REALISING THAT DEATH WAS CERTAIN IN ANY CASE,
THE PEMON WARRIORS BEGAN TO ATTACK RAM AGAIN.

STRING. THE SHARP ARROWS CUT THE DEMONS UE

b S 4

-

THERE WAS A SHOWER OF ARMS, LEGS, HEADS
AND TORS0S FALLING PELL-MELL TO THE GROUND.

BUT WITH THE PEMONIC MAGIC, THE WARRIORS
WERE REVIVED. NOW THE DEMONS BEGAN 1O
FIGHT ON LAND, WITH SPEARS AND SCIMITARS.
THEIR RANKS SWELLED MAGICALLY S0 THAT
THERE SEEMED TO BE 14,000 DEMONS FIGHTING
THE LONE RAM.

)

|-'I I’:\r :'II' I’-'.".
AL T B S

x

)

IN TURN RAM CREATED AN ILLUSION SO THAT THE
DEMONS SAW THE FORM OF RAM IN EACH OTHER.
DECEIVED INTO BELIEVING THAT THEY WERE ATTACKING

RAM, THEY ATTACKED AND KILLED EACH OTHER.

S0 IT WAS THAT IN A MATTER OF MOMENTS, THE ARMY
WAS DECIMATED AND LAY DEAD.

[



Ram Charit Manas

LAKSHMAN BROUGHT SITA BACK AND SHE
GAZED AT THE PARK HUED RAM WITH UTMOST
AFFECTION, RELIEVED TO SEE HIM UNHURT
AFTER THE ORDEAL.

THEIR SIMPLE LIFE OF PRAYER AND MEDITATION.

; Al ,,': <
FEACE REIGNED AT FANCHAVATI AND THEY RESUMED

WHEN SHE REALISED THAT KRHAR AND DUSHAN
WERE KILLED, SHOORFANAKHA PECIDED TO GO TO
HER BROTHER RAVAN, THE KING OF LANKA.

; ﬂ‘i:l'-ii-lllll'__.' et

—rt kT e =
LL You

SLEEP ALL DAY! |

YOU HAVE NO
IDEA THAT YOUR
ENEMY 1S AT

RAVAN COULD NOT FATHOM THE REASON FOR

YOU SHOULD NEVER TREAT
AN ENEMY, A DISEASE,
FIRE OR SERPENT WITH
SCORN, 50 | HAYE

» >

- - 2 s

AS SHE AFPROACHED CLOSER TO THE THRONE RAVAN
AND THE COURTIERS NOTICED THAT SHE WAS
WOUNDPED AND BLEEDING.

OH! YOU TEN-HEADED ONE! SHOULD |,
YOUR SISTER, BE TREATED LIKE THIS
WHILE YOU ARE ALIVE ? :

20 S0/

i el ¥ - & ‘
Y AR [
SHE FLUNG HERSELF POWN WHILE SOBEING LOUDPLY,

HER LAMENTATION AND LOOKS ROUSED THE
ENTIRE COURT TO SYMFATHY AND ANGER. THEY
HELPED HER TO GET UF AND CONSOLED HER.

WHAT HAPPENED ] WHO DARED TO
0 YOU ¢ CUT YOUR NOSE

RAVAN TO ATTACK RAM.

THE 50NS OF
DASHARATH, THE
KING OF AYODHYA,
ARE ROAMING [N THE

FOREST. THEY LOOK
LIKE YOUNG BOYS BUT
HAVE IMMENSE
STRENGTH.




The Abduction of sita

IN FACT, THEY HAYE
PROMISED THE SAGES
THAT THEY WILL KILL ALL
DEMONS, THE HANDSOME
YOUTH IS CALLED RAM AND
WITH HIM IS A LISSOM

( OH! WHAT A DIVINE BEAUTY SHE 15!
THE GODS HAVE CREATED
HER WITH THE UTMOST ATTENTION
T0 PERFECTION. HIS YOUNGER
BROTHER CUT OFF MY NOSE AND

SISTER, THEY JUST
> LAUGHED AT ME.

WHY DID YOU 1 DID! KHAR AND
NOT

CALL FOR

PUSHAN CAMEWITH W
B\ THEIR ARMIES TO HELP £

RAVAN HAD BEEN LISTENING TO HER LAMENT
ABSENT-MINDEDLY S0 FAR BUT NOW HE WAS ALERT.
WHAT ARE YOU YES, KHAR, DUSHAN,
SAYINGT THEY ARE TRISHIRA AND THEIR
ALL DEAD! DEMON S0LDIERS
_ WERE ALL KILLED
/ BY RAM.
! -
o
!

RAVAN CONSOLED SHOORFANAKHA AND
ASSURED HER AS MUCH AS HE COULD BY

BUT WHEN HE RETIRED TO HIS FALACE, HE
SPENT A SLEEPLESS NIGHT.

ANXIOUSLY HE FACED ABOUT IN HIS MARVELLOUS CHAMEER,
TRYING TO PLAN HIS NEXT MOVYE.

KHAR AND
PUSHAN WERE AS
STROMG AS ME!

‘itF.'

RAVAN DECIDED THAT THERE WAS NO TIME FOR
THOUGHT. HE HAD TO ACT AT ONCE.
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ALONE, HE MOUNTED HIS CHARIOT AND DROVE

TO THE SEASHORE WHERE MARICH LIVED.

MEANWHILE, DEEF IN THE FOREST, EAM AND SITA SAT
IN THEIR SIMPLE HUT WHILE LAKSHMAN WENT TO
COLLECT ROOTS, FRUITS AND BULBS.

R L ? DEAR ONE! | AM ABOUT TO

EMACT SBOME WOMDROUS
DEEDS TO DESTROY THE
PEMONS. TILL | FINISH MY
TASK, LET THE FIRE BE
YOUR DWELLING
o | [l PLACE.

Il-

v
.

i -

THE REAL SITA ENTERED THE SAFE SANCTUM OF THE
FIRE, LEAYING BEHIND AN EXACT REFLICA IN THE HUT.
NO ONE KNEW OF THIS EXCEPT RAM AND SITA.

RAVAN'S VISIT SURPRISED MARICH.

WHAT BRINGS
YOU HERE ALONE,
AT THIS HOUR?

WHY ARE YOU S0
AGITATED AND

HE THEN UNFOLDED HIS PLAN TO MARICH.,

YOU ARE CAPABLE
OF CHANGING YOUR
FORM AT WILL,
MARICHA.YOU MUST
PISGUISE YOURSELF
AS A DECEPTIVE DEER,

50 THAT | CAN

DECEIVE THE PRINCES e

OF AYODHYA AND b _
CARRY OFF THE g WL

PRINCESS.

LISTEN, O TEN- MARICH RECALLED HIS EARLIER ENCOUNTER WITH RAM.
HEADED ONE!

THOUGH HE MAY LONG AGO HE HAD COME

LOOK LIKE AN TO SAGE VISHWAMITR'S

ORDINARY MAN, (/7 HERMITAGE. WITH JUST

RAM 1S NOT THE 26 ONE ARROW HE HIT ME 50

PERSON YOU

HARD THAT | WAS HURLED
A HUNDRED YOJANAS
AWAY. NO SIR! NO
GOOD WILL COME
OUT OF MAKING
AN ENEMY OF
RAM.




The Abduction of sita

MARICH SHIVERED WITH FRIGHT AT THE VERY THOUGHT | |MARICH REALISED THAT HIS WELL MEANT
OF CONFRONTING RAM AGAIN. COUNSEL WAS FALLING ON DEAF EARS.
e, e e
NE WHO KILLED SUBAHU AND
OU FOOL! WHO DO ‘

RS weraosg ot
BOW OF SHIV.CAN HE BEAN A ‘;ﬁﬁgiﬁﬂégﬂﬁ CONFIDANT, A POWERFUL
N N e e
FORYOUR PEOPLE. THE WORLD 7 PHYSICIAN, A BARD, A

. : POET AND A COOK!

MARICH WAS NOW TRULY ON THE HORNS OF
A DILEMMA,

d : i THIS IS WHERE THE THREE ARE :
. S LIVING. YOU MUST LURE RAM
L7 X R KB AWAY WITH YOUR CLEVER

O .T'.. IF | ARGUE
3. ANY MORE,
FAYAN WILL KILL ME.
IF 1 O AS HE SAYS,

| WILL DIE AT RAM'S
HANDS. EITHER WAY,
POOM 15 CERTAIN.

HAYING MADE HIS CHOICE, HE DECIDED TO
FOLLOW RAVAN.

MARICH USED HIS MIRACULOUS POWERS AND IN CLEVERLY CONCEALING HIMSELF AMONG THE BUSHES,
THE TWINKLING OF AN EYE, TURNED INTO A THE DAZZLING DEER GAVE A TANTALISING GLIMPSE TO
MARVELLOUS GOLDEN DEER, STUDDED WITH GEMS, | | SITA. _ |

Y5 : R i | OH LOOK! WHAT T
I &; W separipic hoall A\ AFANTASTIC
S v gl N o7 .
(i @ 77 O 5 R
L et 4. o :‘H\E ]
:\:‘Q .ﬁfﬂ": o 4 - I-'IJ l-"
'i._lH - it |',||I : .l'l-l Irll =1|:|

e e 7 s ; i l..E | 1\_ ’

'.'; ey "-;:r- a "

I - " '-I:I 5 'I
V) R el p@i 5‘”

I = F'm I-. W1/ a i
ON TWINKLE TOES, THE GOLDEN DEER DANCED TO
THE HUMBLE HUT WHERE RAM AND SI{TA LIVED.
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SITA WAS CAFTIVATED BY THE SIGHT OF THE
DEER AND COAXED RAM TO GO AFTER IT.

WHILE LEAVING THE ASHRAM, HE CAUTIONED LAKSHMAN.

FLEASE, PLEASE
GET THE SKIN OF
THAT DEER FOR ME,
MY LORD!

RAM TOOK UP HIS BOW AND ARROWS
OUT TO HUNT THE GOLDEN DEER.

AND SET

TAKE CARE, LAKSHMAN! THERE
ARE HORDES OF DEMONS

ROAMING IN THE JUNGLE, TAKE j%%
CARE OF SITA, USING YOUR /=

RAM RAN AFTER THE (0LDEN DEER. BUT AS SO0N
AS IT SAW RAM APPROACHING, THE DEER TOOK
FLIGHT WMITH RAM CLOSE

S

NOW | SEE HIM

AND NOW | DON'T!
HOW STRANGE! ) =i

SOMETIMES THE DEER APPEARED WITHIN REACH
AND THE NEXT MOMENT, FAR AWAY IN THE DEFTH
OF THE FOREET.

WITH HIS WILY WAYS, THE PECEPTIVE DAZZLING DEER

TOOK AlM AND WITH

»
\ ]

ONE ARROW, FELLED HIM.

1'| |

\

'-"""1 l‘ L LTI

HHD#"

WITH A FEARFUL CRY,
ON THE GROUND.

LED RAM FAR AWAY FROM THE HUT. THEN AT LAST, RAM

BUT EVEN AS IT FELL, IT CRIED OUT ALOUD IN
RAM'S VOICE.

H“L“ﬁt_.,:'ﬂﬂ,tj -

THEN AS LIFE EBBED OUT OF HIM, HE
ASSUMED HIS REAL FORM AS MARICH.
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The Abduction of sita

AT THE HUT, SITA HEAED REAM'S VOICE CEYING OUT SITA WAS SCARED AND WORRIED,
FOR LAKSHMAN. T ot GO
: . HURRY UP AND GO! e 1
OH NO! HE'S CEYING i YOUR BREOTHER | KNOW RAM S "5
"\ OUT FOR YOU! HE'S 1S IN GREAT WELL! HE CANNOT
IN TROUBLE! DANGER! BE IN TROUBLE! ./

OH GODS OF THE
FOREST AND THE
DEITIES OF THE
CARDINAL
DIRECTIONS, |
LEAVE SITA TO
YOUR CARE.

BUT SITA WOULD NOT LISTEN TO LAKSHMAN'S CALM
RESFONSE. SHE INSISTED HE SHOULD GO AT ONCE.

WHY WON'T 0
SHE LISTEN

ARE MOT GOING!
YOU DON'T CARE, AR

L~
"

LAKSHMAN REALISED THAT HE WAS BEING FORCED LAKSHMAN RAN IN THE DIRECTION, FROM WHICH

TO GO IN SEAECH OF EAM. THEY HAD HEARD THE CRIES.,

AS SOON AS LAKSHMAN WAS OUT OF SIGHT BUT SO0ON HE BEGAN TO TELL ALLUEING STORIES TO
AND EAE SHOT, THE WICKED RAVAN DISGUISED FERSUADE SITA TO LEAVE WITH HIM. WHEN THAT DID
AS A HEEMIT, AFFEOACHED THE HUT, GLANCING NOT WORK, HE BEGAN T0 THEEATEN HEE.

FURTIVELY LIKE A THIEF: YOU BETTER COME 2 OH YOU SAGE! YOU

7 WITH ME. OR ELSE.... SPEAK LIKE A
1\ SWINDLER AND A

MR Give ME Y el e
' ROGUE.

. 4 ) ALMS! 1
[ ot | .
B 7\

- @* In
<N\ {7

ke
" 'I“.
09 . -‘.'.‘.ﬁ Ly _f".! : !

o
+

w 10

Al 19
'|

F

RAVAN EEALISED THAT HIS PISGUISE WAS POING
HIM NO GOOD.

83

AT FIRST, HE TALKED LIKE A RECLUSE,




Ram Charit Manas

HE ASSURED HIS ORIGINAL TEN HEADED-

DEMON FORM AND LOOMED LARGE BEFORE
THE SCARED SITA. ¢ = o YOU ARE

WRETCH! WAIT
TILL MY LORD

SITA GATHERED COURAGE AT THE THOUGHT OF RAM.

PURSUING ME! IT'S LIKE A
TINY HARE TRYING TO

ek

NOW THE ENRAGED RAVAN FULLED SITA

IT WAS THE MAGICAL FUSHFAK

FORCIBLY, FLUNG HER INTO HIS CHARIOT AND

RAYAN WAS S0 AGITATED THAT HE COULD BARELY STEER
THE VEHICLE AND SITA CRIEDP ALOUD RELENTLESSLY.

OH! RAM! WHERE?
ARE YOU! OH,
CHAMFION OF
THE WORLD,
COME TO MY
HELP!

WIMAN THAT COULD FLY.
SITA REMEMBERED HOW SHE HAD FORCED AS THE CHARIOT FLEW OVER THE SYLVAN WOODS,
LAKSHMAN T0 GO AWAY. THE KING OF YULTURES, JATAYU SAW IT.
. OH LAKSHMAN ! OH! IT IS SITA, THE
"S NOT YOUR FAULT! WIFE OF RAM THAT
SERYES ME RIGHT THE WICKED RAYAN
FOR BEING S0 IS TAKING AWAY.
ANGRY WITH YOU, , '
NOW I'M FAR AWAY )3

AND LOOK AT MY

PLIGHT!




The Abduction of sita

JATAYU HURLED HIMSELF TOWARDS THE SKY ERAVELY HE CHALLENGED RAVAN.
LIKE A THUNDERBOLT HITTING A CLIFF,

YOU VILLAIN! WHAT &
DON'T WORRY, SITA STOP! HOW DARE ¥/ THIS? IS IT THE
MY DAUGHTER, | YOU GO AHEAD! MAINAK
WILL SLAY THIS DON'T YOU KNOW " MOUNTAIN OR THE
MONSTER! WHO | AM? KING OF

L5 vimest

MAINAKA WAS THE ONLY MOUNTAIN THAT HAD WINGS.
GOD INDRA WAS SAID TO HAVE CLIPPED THE WINGS OF
ALL OTHER MOUNTAINS.

JATAYU TRIED TO EL{J{?K T-"iE H'L‘I"H OoF §
RAVAN'S CHARIOT.

WHEN JATAYU CAME CLOSER, RAVAN
RECOGNISED HIM.

IT'S JATAYLU. YOU
ARE QUITE OLD
AND FRAIL NOW!
WHY DO YOU
WANT TO DIE AT

HEED MY WORDS AND
LET SITA GO! GO BACK
HOME IN PEACE OR

JATAW FLUTTERED HIS MJ{;HW MHGﬁ ANH FURIOUSLY
CIRCLED THE CHARICT.

THE ROARING RAGE OF
RAM WILL BURN YOU
AND YOUR RACE TO
EXTINCTION!

PULLING RAYAN BY THE HAIR, JATAYU YANKED HIM
OUT OF THE CHAE!E?T: . .

Now J-‘LTAW EF.AU&ED T'.'-MT
WORDPS ALONE WOULDN'T DO.

RAVAN FELL HEHHL‘I"MW T0 THE GROUND.




Ram Charit Manas

JATAYU CAREFULLY PLACED SITA IN THE
SHELTER OF A TREE AND CONFRONTED RAVAN.

FOR OVER HALF AN HOUR RAVAN LAY UNCONSCIOUS IN
A SWOON BECAUSE OF THE BATTLE

WITH JATAYU.

gﬁﬂ\‘” HIT RAVAN REFEATEDLY WITH HIS
K

RAVAN DREW HIS SWORD AND CUT OFF THE
WINGS OF THE BRAVE BIRD.

WOUNDED AND HELPLESS, JATAYU FELL TO THE GROUND.

RAVAN PULLED SITA BACK INTO THE CHARIOT AND
SFPED OFF. SHE WAS CRYING LIKE A HELFLESS
HUNTED DEER, CAUGHT IN A TRAFR

ON THE WAY, SHE SAW A GROUFP OF MONKEYS,
SEATED ON A HILL.

I'LL DROP ONE OF | S
MY GARMENTS |
HERE! PERHAPS IT §,}

TO FIND ME.

RAVAN NOW FLEW NON-STOP TO HIS OWN KINGDOM

OF LANKA. THERE HE PLACED SITA UNDER AN
ASHOK TREE.

YOU ARE MY
PRISONER NOW!
YOU BETTER DO

MAY HELP ('.




The Abduction of sita

SITA SAT UNDER THE ASHOK. TREE,
REMEMBERING RAM AS SHE HAD SEEN HIM

LAST, RUNNING AFTER THE GOLDEN DEER.

OH RAM! YN
RAM!

YOU KNOW THAT THE
FOREST IS FULL OF
FIERCE DEMONS badag
| FEAR SHE MAY |

NOT BE IN THE g
ASHRAM

LAKSHMAN
FORGIVENESS.,

RAM RETURNING TO THE FOREST HOME WAS
SURFRISED TO SEE LAKSHMAN COMING TOWARDS HIM,

—

LAKSHMAN! " Tt
WHAT ARE YOU DOING §*
HERE? WHY DID YOU
DISOBEY ME AND LEAVE

A HURRY UP! LETS VX e
i\ GO AND SEE.

7

RAM AND LAKSHMAN
THE ASHRAM.

AGITATED BY HER ABSENCE, RAM BEGAN TO
WAIL ALOUD.

WE WILL FIND
HER ! DON'T
WORRY.

OH MY BELOVED |
SITA! WHERE ARE

RAM WAS QUITE BESIDE HIMSELF AND BEGAN TO
THE FOREST.

\,

|

" AND DEER, 0 STRING Y
OF BEES, HAYE YOU



Ram Charit Manas

THOUGH WOEBEGONE, RAM WAS
LYRICAL IN HIS LAMENTATIONS.

OH! JASMINE BUDS, AND %
[/ POMEGRANATES, LOTUS AND g

4 LIGHTNING FLASH, YOU MAY NOW =

A HEAR PRAISES ABOUT YOURSELFE. A\
OR NOW, WITH SITA'S ABSENC
YOU DON'T FACE ANY
TION. .

DEAR HEART!
DON'T LET YOUR RIVALS
WIN THE CONTEST! COME!
TELL ME WHERE YOU HAVE

RAM AND LAKSHMAN WALKED ALL AROUND THE
FOREST, SEARCHING FOR SOME SIGN OF SITA.

LA LIKE JATAYU,
=94 OUR FRIEND. _

THEY RUSHED AHEAD TO FIND THE VULTURE LYING
INJURED ON THE GROUND, GASPING FOR BREATH.

OH! WHO HAS LOOK! HIS WINGS

HURTYOU S0 7_/\o\s HAVE BEEN CUT

OFF!
- ..‘ & -
L‘i
fEa=2 [y
| _,_,ga: e

e

JATAYU GATHERED HIS EBBING STRENGTH

AND WHISPERED URGENTLY.

ITWAS THE
TEN-HEADED
ONE WHO
WOUNDED

RAM BENT DOWN TO CATCH JATAYU'S WORDS, | ——
FRE GHI \
HE 1S THE ONE %l JATAYU RISKED HIS Y
WHO CARRIED &\ OWN LIFE TO SAVE
AWAY SITA! 1 SITA. -




The Abduction of sita

HE...HE TOOK HER
TOWARDS THE SOUTH!
POOR SITA! BHE WAS
SCREAMING LIKE A
HURT BIRD! .| WAS 8\
HOLDING ON TO MY /SSS
LAST BREATH T0 g

JATAYU CLOSED HIS EYES AND A LOOK OF CALM
APPEARELDR ON HIS FACE.

NO, NO,
NOW 2 [ MY FRIEND! YOU
| MUST BREATHE MUST NOT
MY LAST.

FOR THOSE WHO
HAYE SUCH A
SELFLESS AND |
HELPFUL NATURE,
SALVATION IS
CERTAIN.

I WILL
SEND THE
TEN-HEADED ONE
AND HIS ENTIRE
FAMILY TO THEIR

JATAYU DIED AND RAM PERFORMED THE LAST RITES
FOR THE NOBLE YULTURE KING.

HAVE TO PUSH OUR

BECOMING MORE WAY THROUGH THE

DENSE NOW!




Ram Charit Manas

IN THE THICK JUNGLE, POPULATED BY MANY

BIRDS, DEER, LIONS AND ELEFHANTS, THE TWD
BROTHERS CAME ACROSS A STRANGE SIGHT.

vk

~ N

IT WAS KABANDH, THE DEMON.

RAM EASILY OVERFOWERED HiM,
T .

T WAS THEN THAT KABANDH
RELATED HIS TALE.

o o

/T AM A
GANDHARY

ACTUALLY! BUT IT
WAS THE CURSE
OF SAGE DURYASA
THAT TURNED ME
S TO A DEMON.

1

NOW | HAYE BEEN
RELEASED FROM

THAT CURSE, | CAN
G0 BACK WHERE |

WHILE CROSSING THE JUNGLE, RAM AND LAKSHMAN
EEACHED THE SIMFLE ABODE OF SHABARI
YOU HAVE SAGE MATANGA SHE ACTS AS IF
COME! MY HAD ASSURED ME SHE KNEW OF
W LORD! WOULD MEET RAM/ \_OUR ARRIVAL.
E BEFORE | DIE!
o - |
5 "'1#1" . ] AT
o - ] ok«
X W i
. el
ot St W
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The Abduction of sita

DELIGHTED AT THE VISIT, SHABARI WASHED
THEIR WEARY FEET WITH COOL WATER, AND GAVE
THEM A COMFORTABLE SEAT.

REST AWHILE! I'LL BRING
SOME REFRESHMENTS

MMM!
DELICIOUS! ‘

SHE GATHERED FRUITS AND BULBS FROM THE FOREST
AND OFFERED THEM TO RAM AND LAKSHMAN.

THIS IS IMDEED THE
BEST MEAL WE'VE
HAD IN DAYS.

SHABARI WAS THRILLED AT THE PRAISE AND SAT
DEVOTEDLY IN FRONT OF RAM.

i HOW CAN | SING YOUR
| PRAISE? | AMDULL |
HEADED AND OF

ONLYONE Y=
LATIONSHIP! E=|

A MAN WITHOUT FAITH 15
LIKE A CLOUD WITHOUT
MOISTURE, EYEN
THOUGH HE MAY HAVE
THE CLAIM OF CASTE,
KINGHIF, ANCESTEY,
FAME, WEALTH AND
POWER.

S e -

Yy

FAM THEN TOLD SHABARI THE NINE MODES EAM ASSURED SHABARI THAT SHE WAS AMONG THE
OF WORSHIF, GREATEST DEVOTEES.

THESE ARE NINE TYPES OF DEVOTION.
THE COMPANY OF SAGES, LISTENING TO
RELIGIOUS LEGENDS, SERVING THE
GURU, SINGING HYMNS,
REPEATING THE LORD'S
NAME, SELF-CONTROL,
TREATING ALL CREATURES
WITH RESPECT. THE EIGHTH
18 CONTENTMENT AND THE
NINTH I8 SIMPLICITY AND
GUILELESS CONDUCT,

THESE 1S ENOUGH TO QUALIFY AS

% ' YOU ARE WELL YERSED WITH ALL
% AN ARPENT DEVOTEE! NOW TELL

THESE FORMS. EVEN ONE OF

ME, DO YOU HAYE ANY




Ram Charit Manas

SHABARIS WORDS GAVE A DEFINITE
DIRECTION TO THEIR SEARCH FOR SITA.

..11!. W i _,H t|II.F-F .

YOU WILL FIND
SUGRIV THERE. IF
YOU MAKE FRIENDS

WITH HIM, HE WILL BE

ABLE TO HELPYOU IN

RAM MISSED SITA BY HIS SIDE AND EVERYTHING
AROUND HIM REMINDED HIM OF HIS LONESOME STATE.

LAKSHMAN! LOOK! ALL BIRDS g
AND BEASTS ARE WITH THEIR L. %
MATES AND SEEM TO BE el -

LOOK AT THE HERD OF DEER
SCAMPERING AWAY! IT'S AS
IF THE POE IS TELLING THEM,
DON'T FEAR IF YOU ARE A
NATURAL DEER! IT'S ONLY A H
GOLDEN DEER THEY ARE # " sl

LOOK AT THE ELEPHANTS WHO
KEEP THEIR MATES CLOSE TO
THEM AS THEY TRAVERSE THE
FOREST. IT IS AS IF THEY ARE
TEACHING ME A LESSON THAT
ONE SHOULD NEVER LEAVE
ONES WIFE ALONE AND
UNGUARDED!
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THI& SEASON OF SPRING IS L
S50 PLEASANT OTHERWISE. |l
BUT NOW THAT | AM ALONE, /4

IT KINDLES FEAR IN MY /

IT IS AS IF, KAMADEY,
THE GOD OF LOVE IS
ATTACKING ME WITH
HIS YERITABLE
ARMY OF BEES
AND BIRDS.

i,
LOOK! THE CREEPERS THE MYRIAD FLOWER
ENTWINING THE TREES BUSHES AND TREES WITH
TO HAVE PITCHED THEIR TENT _ ARE LIKE PAVILIONS COLOURFUL BLOSSOMS
. NEAR US. T SPREAD ACROSS AND [\ ARE LIKE ARMIES CLAD IN

AUNIFORMS OF DIFFEREN
TREES ARE LIKE ) .
\ PENNANTS.

THE COOL BREEZES ARE HIS ENVOYS THAT
HERALD HIS ARRIVAL. BUZZING BEES ARE HIS
TRUMPETS. WITH THIS MIGHTY FOUR-FORCE
ARMY AT HIS DISFOSAL WHO CAN SURVIVE THE
ONSLAUGHT OF KAMADEY, THE GOD OF LOVE,
WHO IS A FRIEND OF THE 5E’EING?

THE KOELS' VOICES ARE AS LOUD AS
ELEPHANTS' TRUMPETING IN AN ARMY. THE
QUAILS AND GROUSE ARE LIKE FOOT SOLDIERS.
. THE MOUNTAIN ROCKS ARE HIS CHARIOTS.
N THE CUCKOOS ARE BARDS THAT SING

5 HIS PRAISE.

THUS RAM IN EEMEATTGN FECFM EITA EGMEE THE
SENTIMENTS AND PLIGHT OF ALL LOVERS ON
EARTH WHO SUFFER FANGS OF SEFARATION FROM
THEIR BELOVED.
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THUS ADMIRING THE VERDANT FOREST IT WAS A LOVELY LAKE, DEEF, CLEAR AND LIMPID AS THE HEART

AND LAKSHMAN REACHED THE BANKS
OF THE FAMFA LAKE.

IN THE FULL BLOOM OF SPRING. RAM OF A GUILELESS SAINT.

wiie

ON ALL FOUR SIDES WERE BEAUTIFUL 5TEF‘5 PESCENDING
INTO THE WATER.

THERE WERE LOTUS LEAYES COVERING THE
WATER SURFACE AND FISHES OF ALL COLOLRS
AND SHAFE FLITTED ABOUT.

SWARMS OF EEEE BUZZED DP'EE THE LGTUE
ELOSSOMS AND SWANS AND WATERFOWL
SANG THEIR SONG.

THEY BATHED IN THE REFRESHING WATER AND RESTED
UNDER THE SHADE OF A TREE ON THE BANK.

R (a0 S 24

wmmww

SO00N, THEY WOULD MEET HANUMAN, SUGREEV AND THE ARMY OF HDNKE‘!"E WHO WOULD HEL.F’ THEM Tﬂ
LOCATE SITA AND RESCUE HER FROM THE CLUTCHES OF RAVAN, BUT FOR THE TIME BEING, THE SOFT
SOUNDS OF THE LAKE LULLED THEM TO SLEEF, FREFARING THEM FOR THE ORDEAL AHEAD.

B4



There is nothing more pious than doing
good to others. And there is nothing more
wicked than causing harm to others.
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~ "lwould like to wash the lotus-feet of yours. |do

. not expect any payment O Ramal! | swear by your

. name and the name of Dasharath, | will get you
across the river in my boat only after washing your

feet."




