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IN THEIR CELESTIAL ABODE ATOF THE HOLY MOUNTAIN OF RAILAS,
THE DIVINE FAIR SHIV AND FARYATI E’WE LT IN PERFECT HAFFINESS.,

THE
CHILDHOOD OLORD OF THE UNIERSE.
DAYS OF OF RAM, THE LORD OF
‘d
/A RAM

FARJ'G{JE WONDERFUL DEEDE- GF EAM FILLED SHIV'S MIND. HIS EYES
SFARKLED AS THE VISION OF RAM FILLED HIS HEART WITH JOY.

FOR A WHILE, SHIV WAS LOST IN BLISSFUL MEDITATION.
AND THEN HE BEGAN TO RELATE THE STORY OF RAM.

LISTEN TO THE BLESSED STORY OF THE &=
HOLY RAM CHARIT MANAS THAT WAS
NARRATED BY SAGE BHUSHUNDI AND
HEARD BY GARUD, THE KING
OF BIRDS. :

INFINITE ARE THE VIRTUES
AND NAMES OF LORD RAM
AND COUNTLESS ARE THE
STORIES OF HIS

INCARNATIONS, LET ME
NARRATE TO

YOU TWO OF THESE
STORIES.

LORD VISHNU HAD TWO GATEREEFERS, JAY AND
VIJAY, AT THE GATE OF HIS CELESTIAL DWELLING,

LORD VISHNU ASSUMED THE FORM OF A BOAR AND
KILLED HFRA“;HYAKEH

VAIKRUNTH. OWING TO THE CURSE PLACED ON THEM,
THEY WERE BORN ON EARTH AS WICKED DEMONS:
HIRANYAKASHIPU AND HIRANYAKSH, WHO
TERRORISED THE WORLD WITH THEIR WICKED WAYS.

F—— -
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THI6 WAS DURING VISHNL'S
INCARNATION AS VARAH OR BOAR,
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Ram Charit Manas

IN THE FORM OF THE MAN-LION NARSIMH,
LORD VISHNU YANGQUISHED HIRANYAKASHIPU

THE TWO DEMONS WERE BORN AGAIN ON EARTH AS THE TWOD
EROTHERS RAVAN AND KUMBHAKARN.

AND SAVED HIS SON PRAHLAD, WHO WAS A
DEVOTEE OF VISHNU AND WHOSE GLORY
SPREAD ALL OYER THE WORLD THEREAFTER.
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RAVAN HAD TEN HEADS AND TWENTY HANDS. HE HAD A HALF
BROTHER CALLED VIBHEESHAN WHO WAS A DEVOTEE OF VISHNU.

RAVAN, KUMBHAKARN AND VIBHEESHAN PRACTISED
SEVERE FENANCE TO AFFEASE BRAHMA, WHO
APPEARED AND BLESSED THEM.

| AM FLEASED BY YOUR Y7 GRANT THAT | MAY
PENANCE. ASK ME FOR /| DIE AT THE HANDS OF
NONE EXCEPT MAN

NEXT, BRAHMA APPROACHED THE ENORMOUS
KUMBHAKARN.

IF HE EATS EVERY DAY, THE WHOLE
WORLD WILL NOT BE ENOUGH TO
PROYIDE HIS FOOD. | MUST ASK

GODDESS SHARADA® TO

NFLUENCE HIS MIND. .
Wi | | WANT
=/ NIDRASAN,
= THE POWER TD

y b SLEEP FOR SIX
A

Dbk Y
o i il

*J ¥ ;it-ﬁ'..ﬂ‘mﬂwm % M ¢ 2T

KUMBHAKARN WAS GIVEN THE BOON OF ELEEFJ

* BARASWATI

FOR SIX MONTHS AT A STRETCH.
RAVAN MARRIED BY HIS MIGHT, RAVAN SUBDUED THE
MANDODAR), WHOWAS | | WORLD AND BEGAN TO TORMENT THE
THE DAUGHTER OF THE | | PEOPLE. THEY ENTREATED THE CREATOR
CELESTIAL ARCHITECT, | | T0 HELP THEM, AND A CELESTIAL VOICE
Y eN | MAYA. HE SET UP His REASSURED THEM.
HERE BE N | KiNGDOM ON THE
MY HEART, ,:-}J‘*.,U“'MN*MM%,;
> DO NOT e
Y FEAR!IWILLSOON
\WAPPEAR IN HUMAN FORM AND % |
BE BORN IN THE GLORIOUS =
. SOLAR RACE. | WILL RELIEVE THE &<
> EARTH OF IT5 BURDEN BY
z, GETTING RID OF &

T HE WANTED THE BOON OF INDRASAN, INDRA'S SEAT, INSTEAD
HE ASKED FOR NIDRASAN, ACCORPING TO A LEGEND.

| !’fi“!"ﬂ- AN




The Childhood Days of Ram

IN THE CITY OF AYODHYA, THERE WAS A ..THE FACT THAT HE HAD NO SON. ONE DAY HE WENT TO THE
KING OF THE RAGHU DYNASTY, CALLED | |HERMITAGE OF SAGE VASISHTH WHO WAS HIS GURL
DASHARATH, 5

&

HE WAS NOBLE, VIRTUOUS, WISE AND
JUST. THERE WAS JUST ONE THOUGHT
THAT TROUBLED HIM... HE CONFIDED HIS TROUBLES AND ASKED FOR HELF

§Y TAKE HEART! BE PATIENT!

T\ SOON YOU WILL BECOME
FAMOUS THROUGHOUT

THE WORLD. :

VASISHTH CALLED FOR SAGE SHEING!.

F ¥ PERFORM THE "
PUTRAKAMESHTI YAJNA® il
FOR THE BIRTH OF
A SON TO KING
. DASHARATH,

THE AUSFICIOUS SACRIFICE WAS
PERFORMED. WHEN SAGE SHRINGI THE FIRE GOD HELD THE BOWL OUT TO DASHARATH.

OFFERED OBLATIONS TO THE HOLY FIRE, = WHATEVER VASISHTH HAS
THE FIRE GOD, AGNI i WISHED FOR YOU, WILL GOME
o - TRUE. TAKE THIS KHEER AND
DISTRIBUTE IT AS YOU

\ i
ARSI

*YAJNA = FIRE SACRIFICE 3
**KHEEE = A SWEET MADE OF RICE AND MILK
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KING DASHARATH WAS ECSTATIC. HE CALLED
FOR HIS THREE QUEENS AT ONCE. KING
DASHARATH GAVE HALF OF THE KHEER TO
QUEEN KAUSALYA.

HE GAVE ONE OF THE PARTS TO QUEEN KAIKEY1. HE
DIVIDED THE REMAINING QUARTER SHARE OF THE KHEER
INTO TWO FARTS AND PLACED THEM IN THE HANDS OF
KAUSALYA AND KAIKEY].

HE DIVIDED THE REMAINING HALF INTO TWO FARTS,

QUEEN SUMITRA.

THE THREE QUEENS S00ON BECAME PREGNANT.
THERE WAS JOY AND PEACE ALL AROUND.

IT WAS THE HOLY MONTH OF CHAITR, THE |
NINTH DAY OF THE BRIGHT HALF OF THE |of;

MONTH. AT MID-DAY, IT WAS NEITHER TOO | S8
HOT, NOR TOO COLD. hy

"N

NS

IN DUE

COURSE, THE SUN, MOON AND THE STARS
ALIGNED THEMSELVES [N AUSFICIOUS FOSITIONS.

THE BABY BOY BORN TO KAUSALYA,
APPEARED TO HER IN HIS DIVINE FORM.,
e s —

o 2\
HIS BODY WAS AS DARK AS A CLOUR AND
BEDECKED WITH JEWELS AND FLOWERS. IN

HIS FOUR ARMS HE CARRIED A CONCH
SHELL, A DISCUS, A CLUB AND A LOTUS,

OVERCOME WITH EMOTION, SHE BESEECHED HIM—

DEAR SON, LET ME
BEHOLD YOU AS A
BABY AND REVEL IN
YOUR CHILDISH

s

NEWBORN BABY AND BEGAN TO WAIL.

4



The Childhood Days of Ram

THE SOUND OF THE BABY'S CRIES DREW THE | |WHEN THE NEWS OF THE BIRTH OF A SON REACHED DASHARATH,
PEOPLE OF THE PALACE, SOON, THE CITY WAS | | HE WAS THRILLED. KAIKEY! AND SUMITRA ALSO GAVE BIRTH TO
FILLED WITH JOY AND CELEBRATION. LOVELY BOYE. P Al L THE MUSICIANST LET THEM

. T ANNOUNCE THE HAPPY NEWS WITH
it B\ SONGS AND MUSIC. SEND FOR
P56 SAGE VASISHTH TOO.

SAGE VASISHTH S00M ARRIVED WITH A GROUF OF THEN THE BIRTH CEREMONIES CALLED JATAKARM
BRAHMINSG., [ = W, BR| | SAMSKAR WERE PERFORMED.

GOLD, GIVE THE
. CHILD HONEY

3 \ _-_._.J'I:I .::I ( A -
) - 1«:‘} 5 - é‘- = S NS
IERCPA AOMERAT SN U
THUS PASHARATH FEEFOEMED THE MEPHAJANAN
CEREMONY FOR POSSESSION OF INTELLIGENCE,

THEY PERFORMED THE NANDIMUKH SHRADDH, AN |
OFFERING TO THE SPIRITS OF THEIR ANCESTORS,
WHICH WAS A MUST FOR ALL JOYOUS OCCASIONS.

DASHARATH THEN MADE THE LANES OF THE CITY SHIV FAUSED IN HIS NARRATION TO FARVATI.

CLOTHES AND JEWELS T0 | | PASTES OF MUSK, | e g SECRET, MY DEAR! | WAS
THE BRAHMINS. SANDALWOOD AND /;;ﬁ/ ]

J THERE T00, AMIDST THE
= 2\ JOYOUS CROWDS. BUT IN
| MY GUISE OF A MORTAL.

NO ONE COULD

RECOGNISE ME!OH!

WHAT AN

EXPERIENCE

THE KING GRANTED ALL THE DESIRES OF HIS
PEOFPLE. HE GIFTED ELEFHANT'S, CHARIOTS,
HORSES, GOLD, COWS AND DIAMONDS. IN
RETURN, HE RECEIVED BLESSINGS GALORE.

[ MAY THE FOUR
o PRIMCES LIVE
(Y Sl i1} d ). _ il fit, .
™ AYODHYA WAS AN | PR WL Y
DECORATED WITH FLAGS A WHOLE MONTH IN THIS WAY, DAYS TURNED TO WEEKS AND
AND BANNERS WHILE WOMEN| |FASSED BY IN JOYOUS WEEKS TO MONTHS, SOON, IT WAS TIME FOR
SANG SONGS OF JOY, CELEBRATION. THE NAMING CEREMONY OF THE BOYS,
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KING DASHARATH SENT FOR HIS LET ME NAME THEM
ROYAL PRIEST VASISHTH, HE RECEIVED ACCORDING TO MY OWN
THE LEARNED SAGE WITH DUE JUDGEMENT. KINDLY
REMONY, _ Do 80!
0, HOLY ONE! 0 KING! THERE \
GIVE THE ARE MANY
PRINCES THE MARVELLOUS
NAMES YOU !
HAVE CHOSEN
FOR THEM. 4
_1"
B F‘ el
N Y
m— 7
MJJ - & 11,
THE CHILD AND MOTHER HAD A PURIFYING YOUR SECOND SON, WHO THE ONE WHOSE
BATH. THEN THE MOTHER WRAPPED THE BUSTAING AND BUPPORTS YERY THOUGHT
BABY IN A PURE CLOTH, WETTED HIS HAIR THE UNIVERSE WILL BE DESTROYS HIS
AND HANDPED HIM OVER TO DASHARATH, n, CALLED BHARAT. E;IEL'EIEE WILL BE
THE ELDER BOY OF YOURS, =) e 7
WHO 16 LIKE AN OCEAN OF : BHARAT! SHATRUGHN.
JOY AND EMBODIMENT OF THOU ART )
HAPPINESS, WILL BE BHARAT.
CALLED RAM. oo,

THE ONE DEAR TO RAM, '\ &
| AND THE ABODE OF NOBLE ) (il
A TRAITS WILL BE CALLED
: LAKSHMAN,

CAREFULLY SELECTED NAMES AND THERE WAS
MUCH FEASTING IN THE FALACE.

FROM THE TIME THEY WERE VERY YOUNG, LAKSHMAN
ATTACHED HIMSELF TO RAM.

i HAH! ANYWAY, | LIKE
/ BEING WITH
SHATRUGHN.

BHARAT AND SHATRUGHN WERE ALSO VERY CLOSE
10 EACH OTHER.

* KAUSALYA'S BON WAS RAM; KAIKEY!'S SON
WAS BHARAT; SUMITRA'S TWIN BOYS WERE
SHATEUGHN AND LAKSHMAN.



The Childhood Days of Ram

THE MOTHERS GAZED FONDLY AT THE FAIRS OF
TODPDLERS, AS THEY RAN AROUND THE FALACE.

HOW SWEET THEY LOOK.
A FAIR OF DARK AND
FAIR BOYS.

HUSH! BREA
A BLADE OF

ALL THE BOYS WERE
FPLEASANT NATURED.

GOOD-LOOKING AND

BUT RAM WAS SOMEWHAT SPECIAL.

/MY DARLING LITTLE
BOY! YOUR LAUGHTER

18 GOFT AND BOOTHING /4

LIKE THE RAYS OF THE /.

ON HIS LITTLE FEET, WERE THE NOELE
SIGNS THAT SIGNIFIED HiS ROYAL FUTURE.| 5

Fi o 0 1 ¥ o B) (=] Lr) L ey
20 o0t o 2P o7 el L el e e R

TINY BELLS GIRCLED HIS WAIST AND HIS

-

- 1.‘

[V %l

i)
i

HE HAD LONG LUSTROUS HAIR, WHICH

FLUMP STOMACH CREASED INTD THREE FOLDS,

COMB AND CURL.

ONE DAY, AFTER BATHING AND DRESSING UF
HER SON, SHE PLACED HIM IN THE CRADLE.

NOW,LITTLEONE, \ J & ¢
SLEEP A WHILE, TILL | D8
[ BATHE AND FINISH / §

HAVING WORSHIFFED THE FAMILY DEITY, SHE MADE
OFFERINGS OF DELICIOUS SWEETS, THEN SHE STEFFED
OVER TO THE KITCHEN FOR A WHILE.

: '&E_ﬂu—.ﬁ'

ON HER RETURN TO THE PUJA ROOM, SHE STOOD
AGHAST, SHE SAW HER SON RAM DEVOURING THE
FOOD SHE HAD OFFERED TO THE GODS.

T
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SHE STOOD TRANSFIXED.

T0 HER AMAZEMENT, SHE FOUND THE BABY RAM COSILY
CUDDLED UF IN THE CRADLE, FAST ASLEEF,

HOW CAN THIS
BE POSSIBLE? /

=

g

.,.
-

o

5
A 18

i
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It
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i, H
-

RAN
WHERE SHE HAD LULLED THE BABY TO SLEEFR

FRIGHTENED, SHE CRADL

YET SHE HAD FOUND HIM NEAR THE WORSHIP ROOM TOO.

IS IT A TRICK OF MY
MIND? WHAT |16
HAPPENING

I

WHEN RAM SAW HIS MOTHER THUS PERPLEXED...

...HE SMILED SWEETLY AND DISPLAYED HIS
WONDROUS PIVINE FORM.

| N
SHE SAW THE ENTIRE UN
HIS BODY. THERE WERE SUNS AND MOONS,
MOUNTAINS, RIVERS, WOODS AND MANY WONDROUS
THINGS SHE HAD NEVER SEEN BEFORE.

SPEECHLESS AT THE SIGHT, KAUSALYA
CLOSED HER EYES AND BOWED HER HEAD.
WHEN SHE OPENED HER EYES, SHE FOUND
HER LITTLE BABY BOY BEFORE HER.

A4 LISTEN MOTHER, NEVER! MAY
| MEVER REYEAL

__ [ THIS ILLUSION
A\ WHAT YOU SAW {;'E_""*.::: CAST A SPELL

ON ME!

TO HER RELIEF, RAM REVERTED TO HIS CHILDISH PRANKS
AND GAMES.

IT 1S TIME TO LET THE ARRANGEMENTS BE ||
PERFORM THEIR MADE FOR THE CEREMONY.
TONSURE. INVITE THE PRIESTS AND /.
RELATIVES FOR THE
——w™, _OCCASION,




The Childhood Days of Ram

THE CHUDAKARM SAMSKAR WAS AN IMPORTANT RITE OF | | THE DAYS ROLLED BY. THE PRINCES WERE ENGROSSED IN
PASSAGE. ON AN AUSFICIOUS DAY, AFTER PRAYING O | | FUN AND PLAY.
THE DEITIES, THE MOTHER PLACED THE CHILD ON HER S it COME AND
LAP AND SAT DOWN WEST OF THE SACRIFICIAL FIRE. EATYOUR

I CUT OFF THE HAIR
FOR LONG LIFE,
PROSPERITY iR
AND VALOUR. . g8

T [LL COME IN A FEW
MOMENTS,

DASHARATH DEGAN THE EEEEML SHAYING OF THE : . =
HAIR, LATER COMPLETED EY THE BARBER. HE WAS RELUCTANT TO LEAVE HIS PLAYMATES.,

KAUSALYA TRIED TO PERSUADE HiM TO COME WHEN HE FINALLY DID COME HOME, LITTLE EAM WAS COVEREDR
INDPOORS, BUT HE TODDLED AWAY WITH A MERRY WITH MUD AND DUST,
TINKLING OF THE BELLS ON HIS ANKLES.

UNMINDFUL OF HIS ROYAL ROBES, DASHARATH CLASFED THE

MUD-STREAKED BOY TO HIS BOSOM.
EVEN WHILE KAUSALYA LOVINGLY FED HiM THUS THE CHILDHOOD FRANKS OF BABY RAM ENDEARED HiM TO
MORSELS OF FOOD, HIS RESTLESS MIND HIS FAMILY.

MADE HIM FIDGET AND RUN OFF.

LOOK AT YOU! HOW SILLY YOU
LOOK WITH RICE AND CURD
SMEARED ALL OVER YOUR

FACE! fl

o

-

-------
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WITH THEIR GURL, VASISHTH, THE PRINCES WENT TO
THE HERMITAGE FOR A LIFE OF SIMPLICITY AND

AS 500N AS THE FOUR BOYS REACHED
ADOLESCENCE, THEY WERE INVESTED WITH THE
SACRED THREAD.

THIS 1S THE LAST MEAL, WE
WILL BE EATING TOGETHER
FOR A WHILE. NOW YOU WILL
GO TO LIVE WITH YOUR

THE'r‘ 5LEFT ON THE FLME, ATE BLAND FDEJD

OBSERVED THE DISCIFLINE OF THE HERMITAGE AND
HELPED IN DAILY CHORES.

THE{Z'EEEMGHY IN mmﬂ:' T'J'-fE c:H:mﬁEN 10 THEIR
LIVES AS STUDENTS.

WITH THEIR CLEVER MINDS AND QUICK INTELLECT,
THEYE{I?HLMETERED.&LL THE BRANCHES OF

AMONG THE SKILLS THEY LEARNT AT THE GURUKUL
WAS ARCHERY. HOW GRACEFUL THEY LOOKED HOLDING

THEIR BOWS AND ARROWS ALOFT!

ON RETURNING HOME FROM THE GURUKUL, THEY
USED THEIR SKILLS IN HUNTING. RAM AND HIS
BROTHERS SET FORTH TO HUNT IN THE JUNGLES
EVERY DAY,

E-‘UT THEY HUNTED ANITJ KILLED E,'-'NL"I" THOSE
ANIMALS THAT WERE ALLOWED TO BE HUNTED.

RAM SFENT A LOT OF TIME LISTENING TO THE
WISDOM OF THE SCRIPTURES.

HE WAS ATTENTIVE AT ALL SUCH RECITALS AND EXPLAINED
THE ETERNAL TRUTHS TO HIS YOUNGER BROTHERS.

10



The Childhood Days of Ram

RAM WOULD BEGIN HIS DAY AT DAWN AND BOW
T0 HIS FARENTS BEFORE SETTING OUT TO
ATTEND TO THE MATTERS OF THE STATE
ASSIGNED TO HIM.

MEANWHILE, IN A HERMITAGE DEEF IN THE FOREST,
LIVED SAGE VISHWAMITR, PRACTISING AUSTERITIES IN
HIS SECLUDED, SACRED RETREAT.

\)

.......

HOWEVER, DEMONS LIKE SUBAHU AND MARICH BEGAN
TO DISTURE HIS FRAYERS AND RITUALS.

.{ 'JI L ".:' _:...._-T | 3
. W\ -
Bl
T .
I ll \'4 ii'“ n
DASHARATH BOWED DOWN BEFORE THE WISE SAGE
AND WELCOMED HiM RESFPECTFULLY,

DASHARATH REQUESTED SAGE VISHWAMITE TO
SIT ON THE THRONE WHILE HE SAT AT HIS FEET.

AN

i

[ BLESSED AM | NI
[\ TOSEETHIS &

o

R

L i | I
’ | ;
Sa &yl ﬁ ¥
ﬁ’? II
st -;5. : v =y

] N, o) \Q =\
RESPECTFULLY, HE BATHED THE FEET OF THE
SAGE AND BOWED BEFORE HIM.

THE KING FLIED THE SAGE WITH ALL KINDS OF
FOOD AND THEN SENT FOR THE PRINCES.

THESE ARE MY SONS, | et
RAM, LAKSHMAN, [
BHARAT AND

THE BOYS FAID THEIR RESPECTS 10 THE SAGE.

REVERED SIR, TO
H WHAT DO IOWETHE
HOMOUR OF THIS =

YISIT? WHATEYER YOU
WANT, | WILL DO mr

i DEMONS HAVE
BEEN DISTURBING
==~~~ THE PEACE AND
i, SANCTITY OF MY

L1k
S

\ !

%
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| WANT A FAYOUR FROM

YOU. SEND RAM AND
HIS YOUNGER BROTHER
WITH ME. | CAN THEN

BE FREE FROM
THE TORMENT OF
THE DEMONS.

ENTRUST YOUR SONS TO ME.
DON'T LET IGNORANCE OR
AFFECTION STAND IN THE

'\ WAY OF YOUR DECISION. YOU

WILL EARN RELIGIOUS MERIT
. AND YOUR SONS WILL BE
w  BLESSED TOO.

PASHARATH'S HEART RACED AND HIS

DASHARATH PLEADED WITH VISHWAMITR TO CHANGE HIS MIND.

1 AM READY TO

SUCH AN OLD AGE. | FIND
_ IT DIFFICULT TO PART
BN, FROM THEM. " (| ff 2

2\,

MY SONS ARE DEARER TO
ME THAN LIFE ITSELF! AND
RAM! HOW CAN | LET HIM GO
TO A FOREST FILLED WITH
\ HIDEOUS, CRUEL DEMONS!
ey, HE'S S0 YOUNG AND

/ .ﬂ;hﬁ o

THE ENLIGHTENED SAGE VISHWAMITR WAS FAINED TO
HEAR THE KING'S EMOTIONAL OUTBURST.

TeE R TS ASK ME FOR ANYTHING T
OH SIR! MY G0N
WERE BORNTO ME AT ELSE. LAND, CATTLE,
WEALTH OR TREASURE. |
EVEN MY VERY LIFE,

IT WAS THEN THAT YASISHTH INTERVENED.

.....

THE

=T

LET THEM GO! THEY ARE
— OLD ENOUGH AND
SKILLED TO PO THIS

TWO BOYS WERE CALLED TO THE COURT.

12



The Childhood Days of Ram

DASHARATH CLASPED HIS SONS TO HIS BOSOM. THEN HE TURNED T0 SAGE VISHWAMITE WITH A GESTURE
OF FAREWELL.
[

i n ||
1 .
1 W '

BE OBEDIENT TO THE
SAGE! LOOK AFTER EACH

THEN RAM AND LAKSHMAN WENT TO THE PALACE OF
QUEENS TO TAKE THEIR BLESSINGS.

THESE TWO BOYS
ARE MY LIFE. |
ENTRUST THEM TO

5 fotmm e i e 4 I'L

THE

THEY WERE GLAD TO GO FOR AN ADVENTURE. WITH
HIS BROAD CHEST, LONG STRONG ARMS, PUSKY
COMPLEXION AND ROYAL GARMENT, RAM LOOKED

VISHWAMITR LOORED FONDLY AT THE TWO YOUNG BOYS.

HOW GOOD THEY
LOOK TOGETHER, 4
ONE DARK AND THE

RESFLENDENT INDEED.

BACK WAS A GUIVER OF ARROWS.

OTHER FAIR! HOW
COMPASSIONATE

THEY ARE, TO COME
WITH ME, LEAYING
THE LUXURY AND <7
COMFORT OF THE )/

ON THE WAY, THEY SAW THE DEMONESS TADAKA,

I S P

e W
Fo

I

WHEN SHE HEARD THEIR VOICES, SHE CHARGED
UPON THEM.

WITH A SINGLE WELL-AIMED ARROW, HE FELLED HER
TO HER FEET.

13



Ram Charit Manas
THEN THE SAGE TOOK THE BOYS TO HIS HERMITAGE. HE

VISHWAMITR APPLAUDED RAMS VALOLR. | ;
il | GAVE THEM VARIOUS KINDPS OF WEAPONS AND GAVE

| WILL TEACH YOU TWO A SECRET (MR 15
MANTRA. IT WILL GUARD YOU [l & THEM ”"‘wmfm
AGAINST HUNGER AND THIRST !
AND ENDOW YOU WITH &)
STEENGTH AND GREAT

AND BULBS TO EAT.

SAGES WHO DWELT IN THE FOREST LIVED ON THE FRUITS,
TUBERS AND BULBS THEY FOUND IN THE WILD.

AT THE BREAK OF DAWN, RAM REASSURED THE SAGE —| | SUPDENLY, THE DEMON, MARICH,

YOU MAY GO AND PERFORM SN R

YOUR SACRIFICE WITHOUT N L
FEAR OF INTERFERENCE. | WILL N
\__ STAND GUARD AGAINST

DEFILE THE FIRE!
COME ON. TORMENT
THESE SAGES AND fL
MAKE THEM Y

— U e = L
VISHWAMITR AND THE OTHER SAGES STARTED
OFFERING OBLATIONS TO THE HOLY FIRE.

WITH ONE OF HIS SHARF HEADLESS THEN RAM AIMED FOR SUBAHU, THE OTHER DEMON LEADER,
SHAFTS, RAM TOOK AlM AT THE ATTACKING HIM WITH AN ARROW OF FIRE.
APPROACHING MARICH. -

- e, 5 o A

% ."!. X I:I,:i_. ".‘I .

e PG e

THE FORCE OF THE ATTACK FLUNG MARICH FAR
AWAY, 800 MILES BEYOND THE SEASHORE.




The Childhood Days of Ram

WITH A VOLLEY OF ARROWS, HE KILLED THE ARMY

OF DEMONS. |

VIR i 4
PEACE AND QUIET RETURNED TO THE FOREST

WITH THE AUSFICIOUS SOUNDS OF PRAYER
RINGING IN THE AlR.

FOR A FEW DAYS, RAM AND LAKSHMAN
REMAINED AT THE ASHRAM, LISTENING TO
LEGENDS AND TALES OF YORE.

IN THE PURANAS, THERE
ARE MANY TALES OF
WONDER. LET ME TELL
YOU ONE SUCH

TALE....

_luf:"-'-":\.L':‘rr Rt

ONE DAY, SAGE VISHWAMITE SUGGESTED

_.Ta#\p {H' |
i ! F | I I.I. I.El"‘ I
- T RN

L

THERE 1S GOING TO BE A
GREAT CONTEST TO BREAK

SOUNDPS
A DIVINE BOW. MANY _INTERESTING!
KINGS AND NOBLES

WILL BE GATHERED

R e

50 THE THREESOME SET OUT AGAIN
THROUGH THE DENSE FORESTS.
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THEN RAM'S EYE FELL -‘.'JH A LAEGE EGCK IH FRONT
OF THE HERMITAGE. 3 A :

WHAT |5 THAT
STONE SLAB?

THIS WAS THE PLACE
WHERE SAGE GAUTAM

STAYED WITH HIS WIFE,
AHALYA. OWING TO A
+\ CURSE HE PLACED ON
= HER, SHE TURNED

VISHWAMITR NARRATED THE STORY OF AHALYA.

5/

SHE S WAITING FOR
THE TOUCH OF YOUR
FEET, THAT WILL
LIBERATE HER FROM

THE CURSE.

T TUENEP :mt: A WUMAN WHG 5mr:rp E-EF{RE
HiM WITH FOLDED HANDS.

OVERCOME WITH EMOTION, SHE BECAME
SPEECHLESS, BUT THE ENPLESS STREAM OF

TEARS FROM HER EYES SFOKE VOLUMES.

SHE FELL AT RAM'S FEET ANC-' T.'-MHKED HIM.

\‘

16
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GLORY TO YOU! HOW | ]
MM FORTUNATE | AM TO BE |y

A%,
CURBED AS | COULD "'."
BEHOLD YOU WITH

| .iE;l' :

SINGING PRAISES OF RAM, SHE WENT TO HER HUSBAND'S ABODE.

FROM THERE, THE THREE WENT TO THE BANKS ACCOMFANIED BY A GROUP OF SAGES, RAM,
F THE HOLY RIVER GANGA. LAKSHMAN AND YISHWAMITR REACHED THE CITY OF
v ITHIS HOLY RIVER HAS § JANAKFURL

DESCENDED FROM

THE HEAVENSI WE !
G ITs BREATH
' TJET i B \ (BEAUTIFULY TAKING! %
A = T 3 000

TLIrrit

o/ o/
0] 0] Tl i lq =
A| -

M | i *'

HE TOLD THEM THE STORY OF THE DESCENT OF | | THERE WERE PEJEWELLED STAIRCASES AND MANY
GANGA EROM THE HEAVENS", LAKES AND PONDS WITH SPARKLING FOUNTAINS.

il

BIRDS OF VARIOUS HUES FLITTED ACROSS THE YOUNG PRINCES ADMIRED THE WELL-FLANNED CITY
THE SKIES, WITH FINE SQUARES AND SPLENDID MARKETS.

p——w il \I M '” - - '_,—_-__.._' ;
‘. el !&; N
= :I.”' UnlD (5o
- . ""E%

THERE WERE ORCHARDS AND GARDENS, THE HOUSES WERE LOVELY TOO, WITH SUPERB PICTURES
FULL OF FLOWERS AND FRUITS. DRAWN ON THEM AS (F DONE BY A CELESTIAL ARTIST.
* BEE AMAR CHITRA KATHA, 17

VOLUME 515 - "GANGA"
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THE FALACE OF KING JANAK WAS THE MOST
MARVELLOUS. IT WAS WHITE WITH BEJEWELLED
TAPESTRY. THERE WERE HUGE GATES AND THE
SFACIOUS STABLES WERE FILLED WITH

HORSES AND ELEPHANTS, q,J l] :
| @ IQ
00

! |
WHILE WANDPERING THROUGH THE CITY, THEY CAME
UFPON AN ORCHARD.

s

VISHWAMITR LIKED THE COOL AMBIENCE OF THE
GROVE.

I FEEL
o LIKE STAYING
i HERE AT THIS
BEAUTEOQUS

WHEN KING JANAK HEARD THE NEWS OF THE ARRIVAL
OF SAGE VISHWAMITR, HE WAS FILLED WITH JOY.

| MUST GO TO RECEIVE

HIM, ALONG WITH MY

MINISTERS AND GURL
SHATANAND. e

Gt

R

| AM HONOURED BY |
YOUR PRESENCE,
0 HOLY ONE!

JUST THEN RAM AND LAKSHMAN RETURNED FROM THEIR

W.r'i ACROSS THE GARDEN. _

18

COME, 8IT g
HERE BESIDE [
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JANAK TURNED TO VISHWAMITR WITH CURIOSITY.

WHO ARE
THESE TWO YOUNG Ntseglf
MEN? ARE THEY THE %
PRIDE OF A LINE OF
SAGEST OR DO THEY

, BELONG TO SOME

"ﬂ._.q"l‘r,.lr"

'D'H_.E:};dj‘ ﬂ"l..n o

e
s

VISHWAMITR SMILED AT JANAK'S FASCINATION WITH HIS

WARDS.
YOU HAVE SPOKEN

THEM! THEEE IS
SOMETHING ENRAPTURING SAY 16 TRUE.
ABOUT THEM. TELL ME,
WHO ARE THEY?

.....

THERE IS NO ONE IN

THIS WORLD WHO 15 b @ e

THEM. THEY ARE &/ = e

PEAR TO ALL. F -
N

THEY ARE THE SONS OF
DASHARATH, THE KING
WHO 15 A GEM OF THE
RAGHU DYNASTY. HE
SENT THEM FOR ;
MY HELF

LAKSHMAN, ARE STRONG, |
A HANDSOME AND CHIVALROUS.
& THEY OYERPOWERED THE
WICKED PEMONS WHO

IT 15 WONDERFUL TO SEE
THE BOND BETWEEN THE
BROTHERS, ONE DARK AND
ONE FAIR. IT'S LIKE THE
NATURAL ATTACHMENT
BETWEEN THE SOUL AND
THE SUPREME
SPIRIT.
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AND HIS RETINUE TO A FALATIAL BUILDING.

JANAK COURTEOUSLY ACCOMFANIED THE SAGE

SERVED A SPLENDID MEAL.

PERHAFPS YOU
SHOULD ITS STILL

REST FOR A GUITE BRIGHT

ALL SEASONS.

THEY SETTLED DOWN IN THEIR NEW PLACE AND WERE

IT WAS EVENING AND THE SUN HAD YET TO SET.

LAKSHMAN LOOKED OUT OF THE WINDOW
WITH LONGING IN HIS HEART.

RAM REALISED THAT LAKSHMAN DID NOT EXPRESS HIS
DESIRE OUT OF COURTESY FOR HIS ELDERS.

| WISH WE COULD GO
AND SEE THIS
WONDERFUL TOWN BY

HiM!
| KNOW WHAT
HE WANTS TO

MY LORD, LAKSHMAN WANTS
TO SEE THE CITY, BUT IS AFRAID
TO ASK YOUR PERMISSION. MAY
| TAKE HIM FOR A GUICK ROUND

OF COURSE YOU MAY DO
50! ESPECIALLY WHEN
YOU ASK MY PERMISSION
S0 COURTEQUSLY!

SO0N.

1
WE'LL BE BACK Jora

AS SO0N AS THE TWOD YOUNG MEN
STEPFPED OUT, A GROUF OF BOYS
BEGAN TO FOLLOW THEM.




CLAD IN YELLOW GARMENTS, RED AND WHITE
SANDALWOOD FASTE ADORNED THEIR DARK
AND FAIR COMPLEXIONS. THEY WORE PEARLS
AROUND THEIR NECK AND GOLD EARRINGS® IN
THEIR EARS. THEIR EYEBROWS WERE ARCHED
AND THEIE FOREHEADS HAD TILAK*™* LINES
OFFSET BY CURLY BLACK LOCKS OF HAIR.

s J

THE NEWS OF THE NEWCOMERS SFREAD LIKE
WILDFIRE THROUGH JANAKFURI,

THE WOMEN ADMIRED THE TWO FRINCES FROM THE
SAFETY OF THEIR LATTICED BALCONY.

LOOK! DOESNTTHE % NO! | THINK
FAIR ONE SEEM TO BE 7 THEY ARE A
8 KAMADEY, THE GOD MILLION TIMES

OF LOVE?

ARE THE 50NS OF
KING DASHARATH.

ARE.

| WONDER WHO THEY ), K | FOUND OUT! THEY

STRANGERS IN TOWN.

THE YOUNG GIRL HAD GATHERED THE OTHER GIRLS CLUSTERED
ALL THE INFORMATION ABOUT THE AROUND HER TO LEARN MORE
ABOUT THE MEN.

THE FAIR YOUTH
DRESSED 50
ELEGANTLY,

THEY ARE BRAVE WARRIORS

DEMONS.

"KANAKPHOOL (KANAK = GOLD)
*"RELIGIOUS MARK, USUALLY OF SANDALWOODR FASTE.

"ONE WITH LOTUS EYES,
16 THE ONE WHO FELLED
THE PEMONS MARICH

WHO PROTECTED THEIR
YISHWAMITR'S ASHRAM NAMES? ¢
AND KILLED SEVERAL

Yo/ e

21

FOLLOWING
RAM, 16 CALLED

THE DARK,
TALL, HANDSOME

AND SUBAHU. HE 18
RAM, THE SON OF




Ram Charit Manas
HE HAS MET| |THE GIRLS NOW FRATTLED ON ABOUT THE FOSSIBILITY

/ | THINK IF KING JANAK

EE‘ENEEEQEEE m_‘g THEM OF THE MATCH,
FORGET ABOUT HIS YOW ALREADY! | |/} 00K! THEY ARE 50 =

OF BREAKING THE BOW BUT HE HAS YOUNG! HOW CAN e =

NOTGIVEN | [\ THEYBREAKTHE | K} 8
AND CHOOSE ONE OF /\ ' upTHE IDEA | |\ ENORMOUS BOW =
Lt g OF THE BOW OF SHI
PAUGHTER, b

OH! [F ONE OF

THEM DOESN'T '\ THEY
MAREY SITA, WE MAY LOOK
MAY MEVER SEE YOUNG
THEM AGAIM, BUT THEY ARE
STRONG.
‘i."F-
o / ™,
- -
/A
L ' o Rl J S
‘g e —— —_—
\ 3 ']
{ONE OF THE GIRELS DREAMILY THE BOYS REACHED THE EASTEEM FART OF THE TOWN,
VOICED THEIR ROMANTIC IDEAS. WHERE PREPARATIONS HAD BEEN MADE FOR THE
'r WHOEVER CREATED THE LOVELY, B orThE :
GRACEFUL SITA, MUST HAVE THESE GOLDEN SEATS ARE
MADE THIS DAEK HANDPSOME FOR THE SPECIAL GUESTS-
MATCH FOR HER. THE KINGS, PRINCES AND
4 SOBE M .
7, L) % br b, IR illl?; -
W~ a2 = ws_alfawa—
- = _ Yisaman ‘H S
= A . KJ‘ m l

LOVELY ALTAR HAD BEEN MADE. AROUND IT WERE

I\ IN THE MIDST OF A EFAL.".'GUE H‘LVED GROUND, A
i GOLDEN SEATS FOR THE INVITED KINGS.

ON A HIGHER LEVEL, BEHIND THE GOLDEN THE YOUNG BOYS WERE HAPPY TO SHOW THE
GUEST FAGPTLI'E}H. WAS A STAGE TO SEAT THE BROTHERS AROLIND.
LOCAL PEOPLE. FURTHER, THERE WERE T
BEAUTIFUL, COLOURED PAVILIONS WHERE THE o r"ﬂ:ﬁ, gy IO ATRECTION
WOMEN WOLILD BE SEATED., \ ;
|[" Look! THAT HiGH '
5}:.2?; 15 Sﬂgﬁ'_ll'HE e e
PLE OF THE THERE'S
> TOWN. A SPECIAL
PLACE FOR =
THE LADIES L]
» TO SIT. o
OXw
oy
i . ey 8
A

THE BOYS EXGHE LY EEMFGED THEM FROM I.'?N PLACE
TO ANOTHER, AND RAM LAUGHINGLY FOLLOWED THEM,

*JANAKI = ANOTHER NAME FOR 8ITA 22
(FROM JAMAK, HER FATHER)
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SUDPDENLY THEY REALISED THAT IT WAS LATE. MEEKLY, ON TIP-TOE, THEY RETURNED HOME.

WE'VE BEEN ROAMING
FOR HOURS.,

OHH! THE SUN HAS GONE DUWN. .

OH! YOU ARE BACK! ITS
TIME FOR THE EVENING
PRAYER.

TOGETHER THEY SAID THE EVENING

UL [k

GURU VISHWAMITR PERSUAPED THEM

T0 REST.

- DL P =
WHEN GURL VISHWAMITE EETIRED FOR. THE NIGHT, RAM AND
LAKSHMAN MASSAGED HIS FEET.

THEN LAKSHMAN PRESSED RAM'S TIRED FEET. | | LAKSHMAN WAS TIRED, BUT STUBBORNLY CONTINUED T2

OH LAKSHMAM!
DO STOP! YOU hﬁgm——-—-: SUFINE, CLASFING EAM'S FEET TO HIS .

MASSAGE RAM'S FEET TILL AT LAST HE TO0O FELL
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ON THE NEXT DAY, THEY ROSE AT DAWN AS S00N AS THEY HEARD THE COCK CROW. =
L =1 M
Moo, el b, el B oH GET UR S PE kD00 T

| LAKSHMAN! i@- \_koo!

Illl-

b

-.If' 'l':_.
* [ s e i -I:-. |

o o
~— [ THEY WOKE HEFGEE THE c;um ,wp F!HIE-HED THEIR mmus
—— P ABLUTIONS AND PRAYERS.

THEY BOWED TO GURLU VISHWAMITE AND
ASKED HIS FERMISSION.

MAY WE
GO AND GATHER
FLOWERS FOR YOUR

IN THE GARDEN THEY SAW LOVELY BOWERS WITH CLINGING
CREEFERS AND BUNCHES OF BEAUTIFUL FLOWERS.

THE SONGS OF KOELS, AND PARTRIDGES
»| ADDED MUSIC TO THE AIR AND GRACEFUL PEACOCKS
&l DANCED TO THE TUNE.

IN THE MIDST OF THE GARDEN WAS A LOVELY LAKE
WITH LIMPID CLEAR WATER WHERE LOTUSES
BLOOMED.
Y  HOW W MAYWE PLUCK
WONDERFUL  SOME FLOWERS FOR
h THIS GARDEN & OUR PUJA?

*'...,hi,\‘. ]

PLEASE
PO &0t
THERE

IS SUCH AN

JUST AS THE PRINCES WERE BUSY GATHERING
FRESH FLOWERS AND LEAVES, SITA CAME TO THE
GARDEN, SHE WAS ON HER WAY TO THE TEMFLE OF
FARYAT! NEAR THE LAKE, ACCOMFANIED BY A
GROUP GF GIRLS SINGING EWEEI’L‘F

I *_ w.,

=" ==l 7 ﬂ, -
-;_::::_i_,_,: ; . A é‘,l. J‘I‘Llfu
.-—-"—:' AFTER MTHING JH THE FGC?L SITA AND HER

COMPANIONS WENT TO THE TEMPLE.

24
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WHILE SITA WAS IN THE TEMPLE, ONE OF [ _f/;’ SE _/“mo.. / IPRAYTOYOU FOR A
ms GIRLS STAYED BEHIND TO ADMIRE . ’ v araw | | HM:%‘;%!E o”#'ﬁ?””
E FLOWERS. P . | !

&7 = | BLESS ME, GODDESS

GAURI.

'S

OH! WHO ARE
THESE HANDSOME
7 STRANGERS?

THRILLED AT THEIR SIGHT, SHE RUSHED TO TELL SITA FELT A STREANGE LONGING IN HER HEART, A
HER FRIENDS. . REKINDLING OF AN ETERNAL BOND OF LOVE®, BUT

TWO PRINCES HAYE THEY MUST BE THE OMES| | SOUNDLESSLY SHE FOLLOWED WHEREVER HEE
COME TO THE GARDEN, WHO HAYE COME HERE| | COMPANIONS LED HER.

ONE FAIR AND THE WITH SAGE YISHWAMITR.

OTHER DARK, HOW CAN THEY ARE THE TALK OF

| DESCRIBE THEM? THE TOWN, WE MUST

SPEECH IS SIGHTLESS, SEE THEM TOO.

AND EYES ..

ARE MUTE.

THE JINGLE-JANGLE OF BANGLES AND THE | | HE TURNED TOWARDS THE SOUND AND STOOD SFELLEOUND
SOFT TINKLING OF ANKLETS AND GIRDLE
BELTS ATIRACTED RAMS ATTENTION. | jJe T BT YR SHE LENDS
WHAT IS THAT WL ST oSS o 5% [\l CHARM
SOUND, B U T g TR I/ S TN
LAKSHMAN? IT'S
AS IF MADAN,
THE GOD OF
LOVE, 15 MAKING /.|
A DECLARATION /5%
OF WAR, /

HE WAS FILLED WITH RAPTURE BY HER BEAU
NOT UTTER A WORD.

IT'S AS IF A

FLihéE ﬂﬂ:: LIGHT

16 IN %

THE PALACE OF 1 ’ LAKSHMAN, THIS
BEAUTY! WHAT SURELY MUST BE
WORDS CAN | KING JANAK'S
USE TO DAUGHTER. THE BOW
DESCRIBE HER? 4 CONTEST |5 ORGANISED
ALL TO WIN HER. HAND.
POETIC SIMILES SHE HAS COME
SOUND ) HERE TO WORSHIP
HACKNEYED ( ] GODDESS
AND STALE. GAURI,

* RAM AND SITA WERE THE INCARNATIONS OF 25
THE DIVINE COUFLE LORD ¥ISHNU AND GODDESS LAKSHMI
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MY HEART IS AGITATED AT THE \
YERY SIGHT OF HER. GOD
KNOWS WHY! AND YOU KNOW,
BROTHER, THE RIGHT SIDE OF
MY BODY 15 THROBBING! THAT'S
SUPFOSED TO BE A GOOD
OMEN, ISN'T IT¥

EAM THOUGHT ABOUT THE TRAITS OF THEIE
ANCESTORS OF THE RAGHL RACE.

Y MEN OF OUR RACE ARE
NS KNOWN FOR THEIR VIRTUOUS
WAYS, THEY DON'T THINK EVIL

SHY TIMID WAY, |

WHERE ARE THEY?
[ | CAN'T SEE

SITA WAS LOOKING AROUND THE GARDEN IN HEEIER

LOOK THERE! s
BEHIND THOSE
CREEFERS.

DESIRE ANOTHER MAN'S
- WIFE. -

Lo T

| WHILE HE
“| RAM'S EYES FOLLOWED SITA.

]

WHEN SITA AT LAST CAUGHT SIGHT SITA'S COMPANIONS SAW HER 2L
OF THE PRINCES, SHE FELT ELATED. SMITTEN CONDITION, BUT KEFT QUIET. & 57

e
AW 7/ NO WONDER SHE'S SPEECHLESS. \}\i_uu 2y
AT 7@ THE DARK-HUED ONE WITH THE
LEAF CUP IN HIS HAND FILLED
WITH FLOWERS, 1S THE INCARNATION
OF CUPID. HIS ARMS ARE STRONG
AND MUSCULAR LIKE AN

TISASIFI
HAYE FOUND
A LONG LOBT

OVERCOME WITH EMOTION, SHE CLOSED
HER EYELIDS, AS IF TO CAFTURE THE
CAPTIVATING IMAGE IN HER MIND.

ONE OF THE GIRLS CLASFED SITA'S HANDS AND SHOOK HER GENTLY.
26
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| AM BOUND BY MY FATHER'S VOW TO
=\ MARRY THE ONE WHO BREAKS THE

THEY SMILED AND HINTED THEIR FLANS ALOUD.

p 4 #

MOTHER WILL BE 3
WORRIED ABOUT

., COME HERE
TOMORROW AT
THE SAME
TIME,

SITA RETURNED TO THE TEMFLE. SHE FELL AT THE
FEET OF THE IDOL OF GOPPESS GAURI AND
PLEADED FERVENTLY, |

GLORY TOYOU, O
GODDESS, YOU KNOW
MY HEART'S LONGING.
| NEED NOT PUT IT IN

FROM GODDESS GAURI'S NECK ONTO SITA.

L PR

" MY BLESSINGS
ARE WITH YOU. YOUR
HEART'S DESIRE
WILL BE FULFILLED.
THE ONE ON WHOM
YOUR HEART I6 SET
WILL BE YOURS
FOREVER.

o i

Efﬂ. AND HER FRIENDS RETURNED JOYFULLY TO THE
FALACE, REASSURED BY THE DIVINE PROCLAMATION,

RETURNED TO THEIR DWELLING FLACE.

YOU'VE BEEN AWAY

LONG! PID IT TAKE YOU _w‘*

50 LONG TO GATHER x%
FLOWERS? A

MEANWHILE, RAM AND LAKSHMAN T0O | OH! WE SAW THIS \i | |
LOVELY LADYIN M | §
THE GARDEN. 2 | L

AND WE WERE
BEWITCHED BY HER
BEAUTY. MAYBE SHE
WAS JANAKIL

SN
1 e
£ ERT T 0 00 0 e e B e
E;_
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SAGE VISHWAMITR TOOK THE FLOWERS WITH AT SUNSET, THEY SAW THE MOON WAS RISING IN THE
A SMILE. EASTEEN SKY,

BLESS YOU! MAY YOUR
m HEAET'S DESIRES BE
= FULFILLED.

A

OH! THE
BRILLIANT MOONM
L REMINDS ME OF THE
: e LOVELY FACE | SAW
| i ~ 05 . TODAY.
= '\

b — i 'ﬂh
THE PRINCES WERE THRILLED WITH THE BUT THEN HE THOUGHT THE MOON COULD NOT BE
BLESSING. THE DAY PASSED IN PRAYER AND COMFPARED TO SITA, FOR IT HAD DAEK SFOTS AND
STORIES FROM THE SCRIFTURES, WAS LUSTEELESS BY DAY,

USING THE MOON AS A FRETEXT, RAM SPENT
MUCH TIME WAXING ELOQUENT ON SITA'S BEAUTY.

WANE AND CAUSE PAIN TO
LOYELORN DAMSELS. WHY, YOU
EVEN GET ENGULFED DURING THE
ECLIPSE: YOU ARE NO MATCH FOR,
- THE SPLENDID FACE

OF SITA,

ey, :-- \ , | IT WAS LATE WHEN RAM FINALLY
G FUEAE A, ' -. | TURNED IN FOR THE NIGHT,
NEXT MORNING, LAKSHMAN BY THE TIME THEY WERE SAGE VISHWAMITE CALLED FOR RAM
g%'(g #; WITH A SPRING IN BATHED AND DRESSED AND AND LAKSHMAN,
- HAD FINISHED THEIR COME, MY SONS, LET'S GO AND
WAKE UP O RAM. SEE HOW PRAYERS, SAGE SHATANAND SEE HOW SITA 'Ev'ELEGTE HER :
THE MIGHTY SUN HAS RISEN, || [ARRIVED.

HUSBAND. WHO WILL BE THE
LUCKY ONE?

DIMMING THE BRILLIANCE OF KING JANAK HAS
ALL THE STARS! THAT'S WHAT INVITED YOU TO THE

YOU WILL DO TODAY AT THE WE ARE
'm“w'g' HONOURED.
8] &
K

ASSEMBLY OF KIM
AND NOBLES. AH, YES!

TODAY 15
THE BOW 7 B NN
CONTEST. J'" h
v
F g ;-

k 9 E -

|
alll .,IJ.'I' ,_'\,::E
S




The Childhood Days of Ram

THEY FROCEEDED T0 THE ARENA PREFARED
FOR THE BOW RITUAL.

LET'S GO! WE'LL -,{«F >
DO OUR WORK /Wi

WHEN JANAK SAW THE APPROACHING CROWD —
TR

, OH! THERE ARE A LOT MORE
A, PEOPLE THAN | EXPECTED. QUICKLY, S
MAKE ARRANGEMENTS TO EIEJ'-. s Q)

f
WHEH THE TOWNSFOLK SAW EﬁH AND WITH THE GAIT OF .ﬁ. Lfﬂ” HHD THE LOOKS OF MMEEF

LAKSHMAN GOING TO THE ARENA, THEY ALL | |THE GOD OF LOVE, THE TWO FRINCES CAFTIVATED ALL
FOLLOWED THE TWOSOME. THE PEOPLE PRESENT.

JANAK WELCOMED THEM AND SHOWED THEM SITA WAS SENT FOR AND ARRIVED WITH HER FRIENDS,
AROLIND AND TOLD THEM THE TALE OF THE BOW, BEDECKED AND ﬂE.rEWELLEﬂ LIKE EE‘ALHT

THIS ENORMOUS BOW BELONGS TO SHIV. ONCE FE!EGH"HED
WHEN SITA WAS SMALL, | WAS AMAZED TO SEE
THAT SHE COULD MOVE IT. SINCE THEN | YOWED
THAT [ WOULD MARRY HER T0 SOMEONE
WHO COULD BREAK THIS
MIGHTY BOW. §

TO FIND A SIMJ‘LE Fﬂﬁ SITA'S lNEGMHiEAﬂ{.E
BEAUTY IS TO EARN A REPUTATION AS A
ROTTEN FOET, FOR SHE 1S BEYOND COMFARE.

THE COURT BARDS THEN THE BOW WAS REALLY BIG THE ANNOUNCEMENT MADE THE
ANNOUNCED THE AND STRONG AND IT TOOK THE | | NOBLES EAGER TO TRY THEIR HAND.
FROCLAMATION. STRENGTH OF SEVERAL MEN ONE BY ONE, THEY CAME FORWARD.
SHIY AND WIN THE HAND THE BOW IS MASSIVE, AND
OF SITA. STRONG CHAMPIONS LIKE
LR RAVAN AND BANASUR GGLILI?
e NOT MOVE [T,

ALTHOUGH THEY ER'ED ALL THEIR
STRENGTH, THEY COULD NOT LIFT THE BOW.
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WATCHING THE PLIGHT OF THE
OTHER FRINCES, SOME OF THE
NOBLES DECIPED TO DESIST.

CONFUSED AND DISHEARTENED,
THE INVITED NOBLES SAT SADLY

BUT ALAS! IT SEEMS GOD HAS
NOT CREATED A HERD WHO MAY

IN THEIR FLACES.

/  NO POINT TRYING AND
MAKING A FOOL OF MYSELF.

BREAK THE BOW AND WIN THE

OH NO! [ HAYE INVITED
WORLD FOR THIS

| WILL NOT GO NEAR TH

TRIED TO LIFT THE BOW AND FAILED TO
DO S0, JANAK WAS DISTRESSED.

_ CEREMONY.

KINGS FROM ALL OVER THE

CONTEST. WHY, LET ALONE
BREAK IT, NO ONE HAS
MANAGED TO MOYE IT.

HE ANNOUNCED THE CONTEST T0 BE

RETUEN TO YOUR HOMES
FOR SITA |S DESTINED TO

JANAK LOOKED REALLY WOEBEGONE AS

F

OVER.

WHILE MOST OF THE INVITEES WERE SAD AND ASHAMED AT
JANAK'S WORDS, LAKSHMAN WAS FURIOUS. HIS EYEBROWS
WERE KNIT, HIS LIPS TREMBLED AND HIS EYES WERE

AFLAME WITH ANGER, =y

REMAIN UNWED, THERE |5
NO HERO WORTHY OF HER
ND | CANNOT BREAK MY,

Ty

IN AN ASSEMBLY WHERE A SCION
OF THE RAGHU CLAN 1S PRESENT,
NO ONE CAN MAKE SUCH A

ASSEMBLY, RAJA JANAK'S
WORDS ARE INAFPROFPRIATE

HE TURNED TO RAM FOR FERMISSION,

IF YOU ALLOW ME TO GO
AHEAD, | CAN PLUCK THE
BOW LIKE A MUSHROOM.
| CAN SNAP [T LIKE A
LOTUS STEM!

LAKSHMAN'S WORDS PUT FEAR
IN THE HEARTS OF ALL THE
PEOPLE PRESENT.

BUT WITH A SWEET SMILE, RAM
SIGNALLED TO HIM TO REFRAIN
AND MADE HIM SIT DOWN.

| ARISE RAM, BREAK THE BOW
OF SHIY. RELIEVE JANAK OF
HIS WORRIES, MY BOY.

WITH YOUR
BLESSINGS, SIR.

sy

SWAYING LIKE AN ELEPHANT,

RAM ROSE TO TRY HIS MIGHT.

SITA'S MOTHER WAS NOW FILLED
WITH ANXIETY

OH, NO! STOP p DON'T BE
HIM SOMEONE! DECEIVED BY
HE IS BUT A CHILD. \SIZE, O QUEEN!
HOW CAN THEY THE SUN
GIVE HIM THE APPEARS
BOW THAT SMALL BUT
BAFFLED BRAVE DISPELS

DARKNESS IN

0
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MEANWHILE, SITA WAS PRAYING HARD. AS SOON AS HE PICKED IT UR AFTER BOWING TO HIS GURU
PLEASE! MOTHER IN HIS MIND, THE BOW FLASHED LIKE LIGHTNING IN THE

SKY.

() GODDESS! MAKE THE

DY\, BOW LIGHT. PLEASE,
PLEASE. :

B T I m. .
RAM GLANCED AT SITA AND THEN POUNCED
ON THE BOW AS THE EAGLE FOUNCES ON

ITS PREY.

HE GRASPED THE STRING AND DREW IT
BROKE THE BOW INTO TWO HALVES.

—=

iaiasseaiiones OO0

AR RA R

. = e -3' o . i ¢ r':
i 1Hr 1A ;} : £ . [ 7 'I-" )
T LSl

_ %4;.:-_ @

SHOUTS OF VICTORY FILLED THE SKIES. SITA'S
WITH JOY AND LAKSHMAN'S WITH PRIDE.

ON A SIGNAL FROM SAGE SHATANAND, SITA THE DIVINE FAIR, RAM AND SITA, STOOD SIDE BY SIDE
ADYANCED TOWARDS RAM, FOLLOWED BY LIKE BEAUTY AND GRACE PERSONIFIED.

HER FRIENDS WHO SANG AUSFICIOUS T z 3
SONGS, SHE WAS STUNNED BY RAM'S GOOD
LOOKS. HER COMFPANION NUDGED HER.

PUT THE GARLAND OF | , , it a1
VICTORY AROUND _Jﬁﬁ—-]ﬁ'

HIM, = S|

THE AIR WAS FILLED WITH HAFFINESS AND THERE WAS
JOY ALL AROUND. AT LAST, A WORTHY SUITOR HAD BEEN
FOUND FOR THE LOVELY SITA.

SITA PUT THE GARLAND AROUND RAM'S NECK.

N
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The Will of Shri Ram alone prevails,
There is no one else who can alter it.




