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INTRODUCTION
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“By always praising the all-pervading
Being, who is without beginning and without
end, who is the supreme Lord. of all the
worlds, and who is the eternal controller of
the unwerse, one gets beyond all grief.’

Tuis book containing choice prayers from
select- hymns presents to the devotee just a
little cream of devotion from the mighty milk
ocean of Sanskrit religious literature. The
lines are free from sectarian bias and speak
of the universal aspect of the Deity common
to all re?igiotis and creeds. As such, they are
sure to appeal to all seekers after Truth who
follow the path of devotion in some form or.
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other, and want passages for meditation,
praise and prayer all together.

THE UsSe oF HYMNS AND PRAYERS

Of the threefold forms of worship—physi-
cal, verbal and mental, that is, external
adoration, invocation by praises and prayers,
and meditatioi—the first, consisting of
rituals and ceremonials of the past, has
almost fallen out of use in the life of the
individual, and this is greatly due to the
stress of activity and lack of leisure and
other conveniences in modern life. Noticing
the tendency of the age, the authors of the
Puranas—the popular scriptures—have laid
great emphasis on verbal and mental wor-
ship, and of these, again, particularly on

verbal worship, as it is easier to practise’

than the other, « The seeker after Truth,”
says Manu, “ reaches the highest goal by
Japa only”. Angd “Japa,” declares the
Mahabharata, g said to be the best of all
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spiritual practices.” The Vishnu Purana
supports this view whole-heartedly when it
dbsérves, ‘ That which one obtained through
meditation in the ‘Satya Yuga (the Golden
Age), through sacrifice in the Treta Yuga
(Silver Age), and through worship in_ the
Dvapara Yuga . (Brazen .6 Age), may be
achieved in the Kali Yuga (Iron..Age) by
reciting the names of the Lord.” And this
recitation of the divine names, or Japa, im-
plies also dwelling on the divine attributes.
Sometimes it may mean reciting only one
name and one attribute, and sometimes many
names and many attributes. - The former is
usually called Japa and the latter.Stotra,
but generally the two are bracketed together.-

THE PLACE OF HYMNS AND PRAYERS
- IN WORSHIP -
Sound and thought are inseparably con-

- nected, the former being an expression or-
vehicle of the latter, . The spiritual aspirant
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takes .che help of the sound symbol with a
view to awaken the holy thought in his
mind. On rising to the mental plane he may
do away with the sound symbol altogether.
And if he is able to ascend to the heights of
realisation and lose himself in divine com-
munion, he dispenses with the mental wor-
ship even. But until the divine vision dawns
on him, he has to seek the help of symbols—
material, verbal or mental—which may be
taken up either singly or jointly. ‘‘ Material
worship (or the use of an image as symbol-
ising the ideal),” say the Hindu scriptures,
““is the first step ; then comes the repetition
of the Lord’s name and the singing of His
praise ; the next course is mental worship or
meditation ; and the final stage is the realisa-
tion of the Ope without a second.” Thus
man comes to take up higher and higher
forms of Spiritual practice in his march
towards the highest illumination. And in

this matter hymns and prayers have ever
formed an important aid,
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© Various TYPES oF WORSHIPPERS

- In all ages and in all religions, the spiritual
aspirants and devotees have given natural
- expression to their innermost ‘yearnings and
noblest sentiments in hymns, psalms, praises
and prayers. Sometimes they sing and pray
out of ‘the fullness of their hearts, dwelling
in exalted moods untouched by cares and
wants. But in most cases it is a conscious-
ness of limitations and imperfections, or the
sense of misery and helplessness that makes
the weary and. struggling souls turn to the
omnipotent and ever-perfect Being for solace
and succour. As Sri Krishna ‘says in the
Bhagavad Gita, four kinds of persons wor-
ship God,—the distressed, the secker of
knowledge, the seeker of enjoyment, and
the wise. It is natural for the man of
spiritual illumination to worship God, to
‘meditate: on Him and to‘-speak of His
glory out of his “overflowing love ‘and
devotion. But the case of the others is
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different. Buffetted by the troubles of life
or worried by the consciousness of sin, and
realising the uselessness of human aid, the
care-worn soul turns to the Divine for safety
and protection. The seecker of enjoyments,
finding all human efforts fruitless, looks up
in his helplessness to God for the fulfiiment
of his desires. The secker of knowledge
may not have any worldly trouble or material
desires to disturb him, but he feels in his
heart of hearts a soul-hunger, a sense of void
or the misery of a limited existence that 1no-
thing in the world can remove. His soul
yearns for the higher life and in the course
of his search he comes to God, the source of
Peace and blessedness. It is out of dire
necessity that all these types of devotees
seek the divine help and grace. Thus to
them God is a constitutional necessity. And
SO great is this need that even sceptics in
their helplessness and despair have been
heard to cry out to the Almighty for solace
and support. The so-called agnostic’s prayer
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—*“ O God, if there be a God, save my soul,
if I have a soul "—however humorous it
may sound at first, contains a deep truth
that cannot but be recognised by the sym-
pathetic student of rcligious psychology.

THE ONE AND THE MANY IN THE VEDAS,

This great truth we find throughout our
survey of the different epochs of Hindu
civilisation. Worshippers and devotees in
India have all along sent forth supplications
and thanksgivings, praises and prayers, to
the Almighty from the very depths of their
being. The Rig Veda and-other. Samhitas
—the oldest religious literature of India,
nay, .of the whole world—are nothing but -
collections of hymns sung mostly in praise
of the deities, Indra, Mitra, Varuna, Aygni
and . others. Indra -is described as the
thunderer and giver of rains, as the  king of
all that is fixed and moving’, ¢ before »w_hbm>
both heaven and earth go down’. Mitra is
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spoken of as the god who regulates the
course of the sun, and is intimately associated
with Varuna who dwells in the bright blue
sky, who is merciful to the penitent and
releases them from sin. Agni is the god in
the fire, ‘an immortal who has taken up his
abode among mortals’, the deity through
whom all other gods receive oblations and
worship. He is often described as the father
(Universal Prayers, No. 12) and also as bro-
ther, kinsman and friend. Pushan was the
deity representing the beneficent power of
the sun and the giver of prosperity and pro-
tection (Universal Prayers, No. 13). Savita
was also the solar deity who stimulated life
and activity in the world (invoked in the
well-known  Gayatri Mantra—Universal
Prayers, No. 14) There are many other
names of gods occurring in the Vedic hymns.
And it is 5 very striking fact that at the
very dawn of man’s spiritual consciousness
the Vedic seers, while they prayed mostly
for their material welfare and happiness,
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could recognise the existence of an indwelling
Spirit at the back of each natural pheno-
menon, and.sowe of them went so far as to
realise the one God at the buck of the many
gods. Behind the apparently: polytheistic
conceptions there is almost everywhere a
deeply engrained monotheism that is clearly
expressed as- each god is invoked and wor-
shipped as omnipotent; omniscient and even.
omnipresent. 'Indeed,b many of these seers,
especially the most advanced ones, worship-
ped .the one and the same divine Being in
His various ‘manifestations. This is made
clear in the: famous Rig: Vedic. hymn
(I, 164, 46). in which the Rishi, in his praise
of Surya—the most: concrete of the solar
gods— goes so- far as to declare : “ They call
Him Indra, Mitra, Varuna and Agni. The
Being is one, but-sages call Him variously.”
‘And this wonderful current of applied mono-
theismi has been flowing on in the hearts of
the Hindu- devotees with unabted, nay,
increasing ‘strength up to the present day.
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THE IMPERSONAL

In their search after Truth, the Vedic seers
came face to face with the one supreme Deity,
‘ who has become all this’ (Rig Veda, VIII,
58,2), ‘ whom the learned and the wise de-

scribe in many forms of expressions ’ (Rig
Veda, X, 114, 5).

This is monotheism pure
and simple.

But the bold seers of ancient
India made a further advance, and rising
above the idea of a personal, nay, even a
cosmic Deity, they came to realise also the
impersonal Being who is spoken of in neu-
ter terms—a glimpse of whom we get in
the Nasadiya Sukta (Rig Veda X, 129):
“There was then neither what is, nor what
is not. There was no sky, nor the heaven
which is beyond. . . | Then death was not,
nor immortality ; there was no difference of
day and night. That One breathed, breath-
less in Itself. It existed but without exerting
or manifesting Itself, and there was nothing
other than It.” Herein we find the germ



INTRODUCTION 15

of pure monism that has been so clearly and
frequently - expressed in the Upams}qads and
later scriptures.-

THE PERSO\IAL AND THE IMPERSONAL

As already pomted out, the idea of the
one supreme God who is exalted above all
gods has been an abiding fact in the religious
consciousness of the Hindu. But so far as
names of gods are concerned, there has
taken place a great revolution. Names like
Vishnu and Rudra: that were of minor im-
portance came to be very prominent in later
times, while those like Indra, Mitra- and
Varuna were practically forgotten andre-
placed by other divine names. The trinity
of Brahma, ‘Vishnu and Shiva came to
occupy a most important place in the thought
and lltergture of the land. Brahma represents
the aspect of creation, Vishnu the aspect of
preservation, and Shiva the aspect of dis-
solution. These three aspects are connected
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with the three stages through which the en-
tire uniyerse, including both the macrocosm
and the microcosm, has inevitably got to
pass. The trinity are the three aspects of
the samc Brahman associated with Maya or
Prakriti (creative Power or primal Nature)
consisting of the Gunas'—the primordial
modes of Energy known as Sattva, Rajas
and Tamas—which evolve into ego, mind,
senses, bodies and sense-objects. Sattva
implies purity and knowledge ; Rajas, pass-
ion and restless activity ; Tamas, ignorance
and indolence. This perception of the unity
of Being and Power at the back of all stages

of evolution is not quite possible for the

undeveloped mind;-but it was fully recognis-

ed by the seers of the Upanishads when they
declared : “ That out of which all beings are
born, by whicl they are sustained after bicth,
into which they enter at the time of dis-

solution — seek to know That. That is
Brahman." 3

! See Introduction o the ** Divine Life,”" pp. 24 eic
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In later Hinduism, besides the adoration
" of the trinity, the worship of Rama and
Krishna, -both Incarnations of Vishnu, and
also the worship of Shakti, the divine
Mother-power, came to be prevalent every-
where. But in the midst of these pheno-
menal changes, the Hindu’s conception of
the highest Deity, his spiritual . hopes and
aspirations, his seeking the divine aid and
guidance, his hunger for spiritual com-
munion, have all remained unchanged. And
with the march of time it has been recog-
nised more and more that the Impetsonal or
the Supra-personal—the Nirguna Brahman
transcending all Power and attributes—is
the background of the Saguna Brahman or
Brahman in combination with Power and
attributes, that .It is the Reality behind the
Personal and all personalities, and that
although . the .manifestations. might differ,
the Unmanifest ever remains..the same.
There are sectarians wﬁp might sSpeak- of -
the -superiority. of the . particular’ gods,
.2
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incarnations and prophets, but seers having
the totality of vision have regarded all per-
sonalities, either of gods or god-men, to be
diverse expressions of the Impersonal and the
Supreme, which, like the ocean, may give
rise to innumerable waves but continues to
be infinite and unfathomable as ever. In-
deed, men of the highest spiritual illumina-
tion have realised that whatever may be the
holy Personality one may begin with, the
goal of spiritual life lies in the experience of
the Impersonal—the One without a second,
in which the worshipper and the worshipped,

nay, God, souls and the universe get merged

and become one and indivisible.

DIFFERENT CONCEPTIONS
OF THE DEITY

In our study of the hymns and prayers
We come across various conceptions of God.
Some devotees think of Him as possessing

both Divine forms and attributes. Others
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speak of Him as having no forms but being
endowed with the noblest qualities. Others,
again, ‘while they take note of the Personal,
stress the Impersonal of which the former
is regarded as a manifestation. And some-
times we find that all these ideas are more
or less combined. But usually the devotees
worship and -pray to the Diviue through a
particular manifestation or form which
serves as a prop for supporting their faith
and - devotion. Indeed,‘ the commonalty
cannot help associating human forms and
human attributes with the Deity. -But the
comparatively advanced souls, however, who
have clarified their understanding and have
risen to a higher conception of the Divinity,
speak’ of -the one Deity * who is in the fire,
who is in the water, who has pervaded the
whole universe ’ (Universal Prayers, N. 40),
who, though One without a second and
formless, produces various forms (Universal
Prayers, No. 42), who has become man and
woman, youth and maiden, and is born in
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manifold forms (Universal Prayers, No. 43).
As is well expressed in the Kena Upanishad,
“ He is the ear of the ear, the mind of the
mind, the speech of the speech, the cosmic
Power at the back of the vital energy.”
God is the immanent Principle. He is not
merely the God of gods but is also the Self
of all, the life universal (Universal Prayers
No. 49 et seq.). Proceeding further in the
spiritual path, the seer realises the Transcen-
dental who is ¢ beyond speech and thought *
—who is “invisible, unrelated, unperceivable,
devoid of all connotations, unthinkable, in-
definable, essentially of the nature of Self-
consciousness alone, negation of all relative
existence, peace, supreme bliss, and the One
without a second ” (Mandukyopanishad).

WORSHIP OF THE PERSONAL-

IMPERSONAL ; ILLUSTRATIONS

The worship of the divine Personality or
the incarnated Principle has certainly an



INTRODUGTION 21

unquestionable place in spiritual life ; it is
indispensable for most devotees. As Sri
Krishna ‘declares in the-Bhagavad Gita, the

path of the Absolute and the unmanifest is
very hard to follow. Hence we find that in
alk rehgxous faiths the devotee worships the
Lord, resigning all his actions to Him, medi-
tating on Him with devotion and concen-
tration, and regarding Him as the supreme’
goal of life—a fact recognised by the Upani-
shadic seers when they pray : ““ Desirous of
emancipation, I seek refuge in that effulgent
Being whose light reveals the knbwledge of
the Atman, who first creates the cosmic -
Soul and delivers to him the supreme know-
ledge, who is without parts, without action,
tranquil, without fault, without taint, who
is the supreme bridge to immortality ** (Um-
versal Prayers, Nos. 46—48).

The Impersonal is beyond the ' reach of
the devotee, while the personal does not
satisfy his philosophic sense. Hence the
whorship of the Personal-Impersonal has been
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most popular in all higher forms of spiritual
practice. And this is true of the worshippers
of Krishna or Rama, Shiva or Vishnu, gods
or goddesses. In the course of his prayer
the devotee of Krishna sings in the Bhagavad
Gita : ** Salutations to Thee before and to
Thee behind. Salutations to Thee on every
side. O Lord, Thou art everything. Infinige
in power and infinite in prowess, Thou per-
vadest all. Therefore Thou art the all »
(Universal Prayers, No. 57). The worshipper
of Rama also declares in Valmiki Rama-
yana: “Thou art manifest in all Creatures,
in the animal as well as in the holy man,
Thou art manifest in all direct
sky as well as in rivers and
(Universal Prayers, No. 75).

Shiva also sings in the sam
Skanda Purang :

ions, in the
mountains
The devotee of
e strain in the
OB ot Thoueast the
one Brahmap without a second. Thou art

everything.  Thou art the one

Truth, and
verily there is nothing but Thee. O Thou .

destroyer of misery, ‘Thou alone dost exist
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eternally and none besides. Therefore I take
refuge in Thee, the great Lord ”* (Universal
Prayers, No. 120). .The devotee of Vishnu
also gives expression to the same idea when
he prays in the Vishnu Purana: “ Lord,

Thou abidest in all ; Thou art all ; Thou as-
sumest all forms ; Thou art the origin of all.

Thou art the soul of all. Salutations unto
Thee "' (Universal Prdyers, No. 120). The
worshipper of the divine Mother also sees
. the same immanent and transcendent Being
in Her when he sings Her praise in the Mar-
kandeya Purana: “ Thou art the cause of all
the worlds. “Thou art.the embodimeat of
three Gunas; yet Thou art known to be
transcendental . and - faultless. ~Incompre-
hensible Thou art even to the greatest of the
gods. Thou art the refuge of all. The whole
world .is but a part of Thee, Thou art the
unmanifest, primordial, supreme:creatress
(Universal Prayers; No. -149). -To the en-
lightened worshipper the Mother- is no other
than Brahman. And addressing Her the
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devotee says in the Mahakala Sambhita :
“Thou hast neither name nor lineage ; neither
birth nor death ; neither abode nor activity.
Thou hast neither pain nor pleasure ; neither
friend nor enemy; neither bondage nor
freedom. Thou art the One without a second,
known as the Brahman supreme” (Univer-
sal Prayers, No. 205).

Thus the conception of the Personal-Im-
personal. of the One in the many, permeates
the entire Hindu religious consciousness—a
fact that will be clearly understood by those

who are able to enter into the true spirit of
the Hindu scriptures.

HiGHER CONCEPTION OF Gop—
CONSCIOUSNESS OF SIN

But it is the advanced seers of Truth who
can speak from experience of the Immanent
and the Transcendent with whom they associ-
ate the idea of absolute purity and holi-
ness. The undeveloped worshipper, however,
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cannot really entertain any exalted conception
of the Godhead. Even if he professes to be-
lieve in the all-pervading Spirit, he conceives
of Him as an omnipotent being possessing
human- form and human feelings.. Even if
he considers his God to be all-loving towards
the devotees, he:holds Him to be also jealous
and fearful, ever ready to punish His
devotee’s enemies and condemn the ‘un-
" believer ’ to eternal hell. Not unoften does
the devout worshipper sing in the name of his
God of love a veritable hymn of hate.
Further he sees real and imaginary evils in
others but is unconscious of much greater
evils that are to be-found in himself. This
is a phenomenon witnessed in all religions
and creeds more or less in<all parts of the
world. But as the aspirant outgrows his
primitive ideas, he comes to cherish a nobler
conception of God, who is not only omni-
present but also the source of all purity and-
perfection. Further; he also comes to possess
greater and greatér ' introspection’ with
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reference to himself, and this is in reality a
chief mark of his spiritual progress. With the
dawn of the inner vision the devotee is able
to detect easily the evils and impurities that
taint his body and mind. He is tormented
by a sense of sin and imperfection, and
these he wants to shed through the grace
and touch of God—the great purifier—who,
according to the Upanishadic seers, is all-
pervading, self-resplendent, formless, pure
and untarnished 'by evil, who is ‘ {ree from
sin’, ‘ who dwells in the sinless heart * and
who ©cannct be realised by one who has not

turned away from wickedness and has not
controlled his mind and senses’

GoD THE PURIFIER AND SAVIOUR

Indeed, this coneeption of God, the ever-
Pure and the purifier, is also found in the
Rig Veda Samhita itself, in which the Rishi
Prays to Varuna, the great moral ruler of
the universe, for being saved from the bonds
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of sin and evil (Rig Veda, I, 25; II, 82
etc.), for forgiveness from sin,— a thought
that occurs time and again in the mass of
Vedic -and other Hindu religious literature.
In the Taittiriya Aranyaka the Rishi prays :
‘““Being purified by .the holy, all-pervading -
and ete:rpa.l_ presence of the effulgent Being,
man gets rid of evil, May we, too, go
beyond the touch of sin, our great enemy,
being freed from impurity by that ever-holy
presence that puriﬁes all” (Universal Prayers,
No. 33). Purity being the condition - for
receiving divine grace and attaining spiritual
illumination and freedom, the devotee prays :
“ Whatever sins have been committed by
me, by._' thought, word or deed—may ‘the
supreme Lord, the .source of -strength,
wisdom and. purity. forgive me and cleanse
me of them all ** (Universal Prayers, No. 31).
Indeed, it is a:constant prayer of the devotee
in the Upanishads: “ May He, the creator
and lord of all, the supporter of gods, . . .
endow us with good: thoughts » (Universal
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Prayers, No. 41). For evil and impurity
in any form cause the greatest misery
to the sincere seeker, as they stand in
the way of his union with the Divine.
Hence in his distress he turns again and
again to the Lord, the sanctifier and saviour.
And the Lord also in His infinite mercy
speaks to him the words of hope: ““ Even if
Thou art the most sinful among all the sin-
ful, yet by the raft of divine knowledge thou
shalt cross sin’* (Bhagavad Gita, 1V, 36).
And the God of love comforts the devotee
and asks him thus to surrender himself to
Him: “ Relinquish the path of formal re-
ligion and take refuge in me. I will liberate
thee from all sins. Grieve not ”’ (Bhagavad
Gita, XVIII, 66). Indeed, the idea of purity
and holiness along with that of mercy and
compassion is so inseparably connected with
the conception of God in Hinduism that it is
accepted as an axiomatic truth. And from
the depths of the devotee’s heart rise the
prayers: “ Do Thou forgive me, O Lord,
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for all my sins. . . . Glory unto Thee,
Thou ocean of mercy ” (Universal Prayers,
No. 229) ; and *“ I have committed a thousand
faults and,am fallen into the terrible ocean
of - births and deaths. - O Thou saviour,
being helpless, I have taken refuge in Thee.
Be -pleased to make me Thine own ”-(Uni-
yersal Prayers, No. 252).

THE DEPTHS OF HINDU RELIGION
oF LOVE

Consciousness of sin and trust in God’s
forgiveness are certainly essential for man’s
spiritual growth at a certain. stage of ' his
evolution. But these are not the dominating
ideas in higher Hinduism, as all Hindu sects
and. creeds: believe in the potential divinity
and the purity not merely of God but also of
the true Self of man, as much as in its innate
" freedom from all limitations. The heart of
the Hindu devotee yearns more for -divine
love and communion .and -spiritual freedom
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than for anything else. He stresses the
personal aspect of the Personal-Impersonal.
He wants to come into living touch with
Him, to enter into personal relationship with
Him. And in his attempt to realise his goal,
he gives expression to a variety of sentiments
and attitudes, the depths of which cannot
be easily gauged by a superficial observer.
God, acéording to him, is not only the
author of the universe, the all-pervading
cause of all that exists, but He is to him
specially the God of love who manifests His
divine glory in intimate relationship with
the devotee as father, mother, master, friend
and child. He manifests even as the eterna]
lover of the human soul that yearns from
the depths of its being for union with the
Beloved. This yearning is what is called
divine love, and according to Narada, it is
‘ineffable * and implies * the consecration of
all activities to God’ and ‘a feeling of
anguish when His presence is forgotten .
Ordinarily the devotees worship Him as the
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divine master, father or mother ; the eternal
lover is beyond their reach. But still there
are some blessed souls who are fit to ap-
proach Him with an all-consuming and all-
embracing love that includes all the othér
attitudes in its sweep, and in which these
find their highest fulfilment and realisation.
Very touching is the prayer that rises forth
from the heart of Sri Yamunacharya :
“O Lord, first of all do Thou hear my
prayer. I am speaking only the truth and
not falsehood. - Unless Thou bestowest Thy
‘mercy on me, Thou will never get one more
-deservmg than myself (Umversal Prayers,

259).° “Thou ait the father, ‘the
'mother, the husband and- the son.: Thou
‘art ‘the dear friend, the relative, the teat:her
‘and the goal of the universe. I am
‘Thine own, Thy servant and- ‘attendasit ;
“Thou art my only refuge T have ‘taken
shelter in- Thee, and" verily, ‘O Lord, does
my burden rest wholly on Thee ” (Univérsal
‘Prayers, No. 263). With an unsurpassed
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passionate love does Sri Chaitanya also pray
to his Beloved : “ O Lord of the universe, I
want neither wealth nor attendants, neither
a charming wife nor intellectual attainments.
Do Thou grant that I may be blessed in
every birth with the selfless devotion to Thee,
O Lord ” (Universal Prayers, No. 266).

THE ALL-EMBRACING RANGE
OF HINDU SPIRITUAL EXPERIENCE

The deep raptures of ecstatic love are
soul- enthralling. But these do not exhaust
the spiritual experience of the Hindu
devotee. There are souls of extraordinary
spiritual calibre who want to encompass
within the range of their experience both the
Personal and the Impersonal. Their spiritual
consciousness refuses to be limited and
circumscribed. They take up all attitudes,
they realise all divine manifestations. They
enjoy the Beloved in manifold ways. Butat
times a burning hunger for the Infinite seizes
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their souls. They dive into the depths of
the Absolute and lose themselves in tran-
"scendental Existence, Knowledge and Bliss.
And when they come.back to the plane of
relative existence, they see everything re-
flecting the radiance of the Infinite, in whom
¢ the sun shines not, nor the moon and the
stars, nor the lightning, much less fire’, but
by whose light everything is lighted. Real-
ising the Transcendent in the Immanent, the
eternal Principle in all personalities; the
One in the many, they love all, they worship
all, they enjoy all. They are quite at home
with the Absolute as with the Relative. .A
glimpse of this all-encompassing spiritual
vision we get in the hymns and praises com-
posed by Sri Sankaracharya, the great monis-
tic philosopher and psalmist. He sees the one -
Reality at the back of everything as.in his
own soul. He meditates on It and realises that
he is no other than Brahman. - At dawn I
meditate within my heart on the self-efful-

gent Atman, the existence-knowledge-bliss
3
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Absolute, the goal of the highest ascetics, the
Transcendental and the Eternal, who is be-
yond the states of waking, dream and sleep.
I am verily that indivisible Brahman and not
a combination of material elements ”’ (Uni-
versal Prayers, No. 220).

THE ONE WORSHIPPED IN MANY
ForwMms

Sankara, the true seer, recognises the same
divine Principle in all divine ideals. He
offers his salutations to the Guru in whom
also he sees the same eternal and infinite
Being : *“I offer my salutations to that bene.
ficent Being who is incarnate as the Guru.
He, the Atman, appearing as the individual
soul through the power of Maya, sees (in
the waking state)—as one does in sleep—the
universe, which in reality exists within
Himself, as something external, like a city
seen reflected in a mirror. But in His en-
lightened state He realises His own Self,
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the One -without a second” (Umversal
Prayers, No. 223).. -

To Sankara, Shwa, Vishnu and: allgods and
goddesses speak of the same Infinite, which
gives thie true meaning to the finite. Ad-
dressing Shiva he says : :‘“I.adore the Lord,
the supreme Atman, the One, the primordial
seed of the universe, the desireless and the
formless, who is realised through the symbol
Om, from whom the universe comes into
being, by whom it is sustained, and into
whom it dissolves” (Universal Prayers,
No. 225).

With a -deep feeling of devotion he prays
to Vishnu: “O Thou Lord all-pervading,
:do Thou remove my egotism, and calm my
‘mind.. Do Thou take .away from me. the
illusion of the world. Do Thou increase my
love for all beings, and save me from the
_ocean of worldly existence.” He continues:
* It is the waves that merge themselves in

"the ocean, and not the ocean in the waves.
So, verily, O Lord, when all differences are

-
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removed, it is I that become absorbed in
Thee, and not Thou in me” (Universal
Prayers, Nos. 237, 238).

The heart of the great monistic philosopher
responds most tenderly to the call of the
Mother’s love, and placing himself in the posi-
tion of the ordinary devotee, most touch-
ingly he says: ‘“ O Mother, in this world, in
the midst of Thy numerous worthy sons, [
happen to be a rare specimen of wantonness.
Yet, O Thou beneficent one, it is not
proper for Thee to have abandoned me, Thy
child. For, a bad son may sometimes be
born but never has there been a bad mother *
(Universal Prayers, No. 248).

"gn: Mother to him is the only refuge :

fother, I have made no charity ; I
have done no meditation ; I have observed
1o rituals ; nor have I uttered any prayer or
holy name. I have performed no worship ;
nor have T purified myself through proper
ihvocations. Therefore, O Thou Mother of
the universe, Thou art my only refuge;
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Thou art my only refuge ”’ (Universal Prayers;
No. 240).. But to him, in spite of the
wonderful play of the tenderest sentiments,
the Divine Mother.is no other than Brahman
and human personality is only Her reflection.
She out of sport has divided the one absolute
Intelligence- into God and souls. And it-is
in Her being that he wants to lose himself :
*“ O Mother of the universe, when will my
senses become controlled? When shall I
have neither enemies. nor friends? When
shall T be completely free from false and
deluding hopes? When will. my false mind
be destroyed with. its roots?” (Universa.l
Prayers; No. 243). .

Indeed, when we are able to- study the
Hindu hymns and prayers with intelligence
and insight, we cannot help declaring with
the Vedic seers: “ The Being is one, but
sages call Him variously ’—an idea expressed
so clearly and sincerely in the famous pas-
. sage in the Mahimna Stotra : ““Different.are
the” paths:laid down in the Védas, Sankhya,
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Yoga, Shaiva and Vaishnava scriptures.
Of these, some people take to one and some
to another as the best. Devotees follow
these diverse paths, straight or crooked,
according to their different tendencies. Yet,
O Lord, Thou alone art the ultimate goal of
all men, as is the ocean of all rivers ”” (Uni-
versal Prayers, No. 214).

PLEA FOR RELIGIOUS TOLERATION AND
HARMONY

But it is not given to all to realise this
great ideal of synthesis and acceptance,.
Devotees with a strongly sectarian bias very
often hold that salvation Ijes only through
the worship of their particular Deity or In-
carnation, or through devotion to their form-
less or personal God who delivers His
message to mankind only through certain
Prophets or teachers. But side by side with
men of circumscribed vision there are liberal
souls who, while they yield to none in their
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love and faith -for their chosen ideal, look
upon all divine Personalities-as manifesta-
tions - of the same Truth: *“I make no
difference in substance between Shiva, the
supreme: Lord. of the universe, and. Vishnu,
its inmost Self.. But still may my devotion
continue to be directed to Shiva ”’ (Universal
Prayers, No. 302).

A comparatively modern verse- goes farther
and speaks of this underlying harmony-.in
the clearest terms: “ Whether the highest
Being is called-Vishnu or Shiva, Brahma or
Indra, -Sun or Moon, Buddha or the perfect
Mahavir, I always offer my salutations to
Him alone who is free from attachment and
hatred, from worldliness and ignorance, who -
is endowed: with: compassion - towards all
creatures, -and is possessed-of all noble
attributes ”* (Universal Prayers, No. 305).. -

Thus the conception of the unity behind
the diversity has been a fundamental fact .in
the Hindu religious consciousness all along
its unbroken course—an idea that was very
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positively: proclaiméd by Manu : ““ One ought
to know the supreme Spirit who is the ruler
of all, subtler than the subtlest, of resplen-
dent glory, and capable of being realised only
by -meditation. Some call Him .Agni (the
adorable) ; - others . call Him Manu . (the
thinker) ; and others Prajapati (the lord of
creatures). Some again call Him Indra (the
glorious), others Prana (the source of life),
and still others the eternal Brahman (the
great) ¥ (Manu, XII, 122, 123).

Persons who cannot rise above the idea of
maultiplicity and limitations understand by
the . terms "Agni etc., only the different
gods. . But those who can take a higher
view, mean by them the  different aspects
or attributes of the same divine Being.
Truly speaking, there have been: mono-
theistic. and monistic interpreters who have
always considered the: various names to
be different attributes of one and the same
God. And in this respect the commenta-
tor of the Vishnu Sahasranama has little
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difference with the monotheistic interpreters
of the modern Arya Samaj. »

Indeed, the Personal, conceived under
whatever name or form—be it as a God or
as an Incarnation=—if It be regarded asan ex-
préssion of the Impersonal, ‘then in the com-
mon- wotship of this personal-impersonal or
- the impersonal-personal Being, the followers
of all religions and creceds may join their
hands and hearts. And special stress should
be laid in modern times on the recognition
of this universal aspect of the divine Being,
so that it may serve as the great bond for
uniting the truly pious in all religions and
countries, and for making them work to-
gether for the commonweal in a spirit of
brotherhood and fellowship, service and co-
operation.

“ May He, the One without a second, who,
though formless, produces by means of His
manifold powers, various forms without any
purpose of His own; from whom the uni-
verse comes into being in the beginning of
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creation, and to whom it returns in the end,
endow us with good thoughts ”” (Universal
Prayers, No. 42).

And—*‘ May He, the indwelling Spirit, the
remover of all sins, the presiding Deity of
all undertakings, be pleased. For, He being
pleased, the whole universe is pleased ; He
being satisfied, the whole universe is satis-
fied ” (Universal Prayers, No. 316).

Madras, Sw v
L , .
November, 1933 AMI YATISWARANANDA
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Common be your prayer ;
Common be your end ;
Common be your purpose ;
Common be your deliberation.

Common be Your desues ;
Unified be your hearts; =~
United be your intentions ;
Perfect be the union amongst you.
’ ng Veda, X, 191.3, 4,



At Ear A1 §gHT |
aREl a1 SRR |
ool

i quinE: qQUIRE quiiqoigg=ad |
Ui qUATETE QUREERIR |)

st wika: | e | Afea: |l

Om.

From the unreal lead me to the Real.
FErom darkness lead me to Light.
From death lead me to Immortality.
Brihadaranyakopanishad, I, 3, 28.
All that is invisible is verily the Infi-

nite Brahman. All that is visible is

also the Infinite Brahman. The whole
universe has come out of the Infinite
Brahman. Brahman is infinite al-

though the whole universe has come
out of It.

Om Peace, Peace, Peace.

Brihadaranyakopanishad, V, 1, 1.
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1. Om. O Gods, may we hear  with
our ears what is-auspicious. 0 Ye adorable
ones, may we see with our eyes what is
auspicious. May we sing praises to ye and
enjoy with strong limbs and body the life
allotted to us by the Gods.

Om Peace, Peace, Peace

2. Om. May my speech be fixed in the
mind. May my mind be fixed in the speech.
O self-manifested Atman, do Thou mani-
fest Thyself unto me. O my mind and
speech, may ye be fit to reveal unto me
the highest knowledge. May I not forget
what - I have heard. Without forgetting
what I have learnt, may I be able to study
day and night. The right will I speak. The
truth will I speak. May Brahman protect
‘me. May Brahman protect the preceptor.
May Brahman protect me. May Brahman
protect the preceptor. ' '

Om Peace, Peace, Peace.
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.3.. Om. May -my. limbs, speech, breath,
eye, ear, strengﬂl and ‘all senses become
perfected. Everythmg is the Brahman
* proclaimed in- the " Upanishads. May I
never deny Brahman. May Brahman, never
reject me. May there be no denial at all
May there be no denial at least from me.
May I, who am devoted to the Atman, be
endowed with all the virtues taught in the
Upamshads

Om Peace, Peace, Peace.

‘ 4 Om May Brahman protect us both
' the preceptor and the dlsc1ple May He
nourish us both. “May “we work together
with great energy. May our study be vigo-
rous and fruitful. ' May» we not hate each
other. ' o e
Om: Péace, Peace; Peace.
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5. Om.  May there be peaee in heaven.
May there be peace in the sky.. May there
be peace on earth. May there be peace in the
water. May there be peace in'the plants.
May there be peace in the trees. May there
be peace in the ‘Gods. May there be’ peace
in Brahman.. May there be. peace in.all.
May that peace, real peace, be-mme.

6. Om. May the presiding deity of day
be propitious to us. May the preSIdmg deity
of night be propitious to us. May the pre-
siding deity of the sense of vision be propi-
tious to us. May the Gods of strength and of
intellect also be propitious to us. May the
all-pervading Lord be propitious. - Adera-
tion to Brahman. Adoratlon to Thee, the
controller of activities: Thou art venly the
visible Brahman. Verily, I Wwill- declare
Thee to be the visible Brahman, The nght
will I speak. The truth wnll I'speak.’ ‘May
Brahman protect me. May Brahman pro-
tect the preceptor,. May He protect. me.
May He protect the preceptor. .

Om:- Peace, Péace, Peace.
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Rig Veda, X, 121, 1, 2, 3. 5.
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7. In the beginning there existed God,
the source of light. He was the one Lord of
all created beings. He upholds this earth
and the heavens. He it is to whom we
offer our prayers.

8. Hewhois the glver of spmtual know-
ledge and strength, whom the world wor-
ships, whose command all learned men
obey, whose shelter is immortality, whose
shadow is death,—He it is to whom we-offer
our prayers. ‘ -

9. He, whose greatness has made Him.the
one ‘sole king of this animate and inanimate
world, who is the creator. and lord of all

bipeds and quadtupeds,a—He it is to whorn
we offer our prayers. ; :

.10. - He, by whom the heavenly bodies are
uplifted and the earth is made stable, by
whom the firmament and heaven are esta-~
blished, who pervades ‘the entire space by
His spmtual essence,—He it is to whom
we offer our prayers.
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11. To Thee; O:dispeller of gloom, we
offer salutations with our mind, and ap-
proach ‘Thee da1ly, by day anid by mght

12. Be of easy approach to us, even as
a father to his son. Do Thou, O self-efful-
gent Lord, abide with us and brmg blessings
" to us. :

13. The Lord who watches over the uni-
verse and fully understands the truth behind
all thmgs,—may He protect us all

14. Let us medltate on the excellent
glory of that divine Being who illumines
everything. May He glude our under-
standing. S :

15 O Ttliou glorious Lord, O protector
of vows, I am determined to master my
lower self. Vouchsafe unto me the required
strength and make my effort fruitful.
Through Thy grece, leaving untruth, may"
I realise Truth. :
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16. 1 worship Thee,; O sweet Lord of.
transceadental vision. . O. glver of pros-
perity to all, may I be free from the bonds
of death, like a ripe fruit dropping. from the
tree. ‘May I never again forget my im-
mortal nature.

~

" "17. O Lord, Thou who blesseth all crea-
tures by revealing the highest knowledge,
deign to make us happy by Thy calm and
blissful Self that roots.out terror as.‘well
assin. . .

'18. Salutations tc.i"Th'éé, OI&ést}oyer of
the cycle of births and deaths. Salutations
to Thee, O Lord, of thg qniverse.

19. Thou art, O Lord, the creator of the |
worlds. Salutations to Thee. Thei produ- -
cest' the herbs and plants as well.. O Thou
bestower of earthly iehcxty, salutatlons
to Thee -
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20. ‘We offer our salutations to: Thee,
the giver of happiness and well- -being. We
offer our salutations to Thee, the promoter
of good and auspiciousness. We offer our
salutations to Thee, the bestower of bllSS
and still greater bliss.-

" 21. O Lord, Thou art‘ beyond - the sea
of relative exlstence Thou. art also in the
midst of it; I bow to Thee. Thou ena-
blest one to go beyond sin by means of holy
chants. Thou takest one beyond the cycle
of births and deaths through knowledge ; I
bow to Thee. Thou art present in sacred
flowing streams as well as on the coast;
I bow to Thee. Thou ait in the tender
grass, on the sea-shore as well as. in the
foaming waves ;I bow to Thee

22. O Lord, thou art on the sand banks
as well as in the midst of the current; I
bow to Thee. Thou art in the little pebbles
as well as in the ¢alm expanse’of the sea’;
I bow to Thee. O. all- pervadmg Lord,
Thou art in the barren soil and in crowded
places Ibow to Thee. . -
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23. O Lord, Thy blissful Self removes
all ills and roots out all paivn. vDo. Thou
make our lives happy and fruitful.

24. O Lord, Thou art the embodiment
of infinite energy; do Thou fill ‘me with
energy. Thou art the embodiment of in-
finite virility ; do Thou endow me with
virility. Thou art the embodiment of in-
finite Strength ; do Thou bestow strength
upon me. Thou art the embodnment of
infinite power; do Thou grant power unto
me. Thou art the embodiment of infinite
courage ; do Thou inspire me with courage.
Thou art the embodiment of infinite forti-
tude ; do Thou steel me with fortitude..

25. O Lord, O Thou the illuminatos,
do Thou free us from sins. Do Thou bring
to us what is ‘auspicious. : ' ’

26. May ~I be able to :1.661: upon all-

beings with the eye of afriend. May we
look upon one another with the eye of a friend.
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27. o Lord, Thou art our father; do
Thou instruct us like a father. We offer
our salutations to Thee. Do Thou not
destroy us ; do Thou protect us ever.

28. We contemplate on the Indweller of
all. We mediate upon the Lord supreme.
May that destroyer of all ills ever direct us.

29. We contemplate on the embodiment
of the highest wisdom. We meditate upon
the very First:Cause. May that Brahman—
the infinite Being—‘e‘verz,.guide our under-
standing.

30. We contemplate on the supreme abode
of all. We meditate upon.the effulgent yet
unmanifest Being. May that ’al.l-rpgrv‘z}ding
Lord ever inspireus. =~ °
31, Whatever sins have been committed
by me, by thought, word or deed, may the
supreme -Lord, the source of st-ret?igth;, wis-
dom and piirit‘y, ?orgiVé ‘me and cleanse
me of them all. v :
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32. ‘Being free from sins and impurities,
bondages and evils, may I soar up to'the
highest heavens; fhay I attain to the same
abode as the almighty Brahman '

33, Being purifiea by the holy, all-per-
vading, etemal presence of the effulgent
Being, man gets rid of evil. May we, too.
g0 beyond the touch of sin, our great enemy,
being freed from lmpunty by that ever-holy
Presence that punﬁes all. - '

34 May Brahman be . realised by us.
'May the highest’ bliss be realised by us.
May Brahman, who is the highest bliss, be
- realised by us. . .

35. May we realise Brahman with our
purified understanding. :‘May we réalize the
highest bliss with our purified understanding.
May we realise Brahman, who is the highest

bliss, with our purified understanding.
5
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36. May the winds bring us happiness.
May the nvers carry happlness to us. Masr
the herbs give us happiness. May night
and ‘day yield us happiness. May the dust
of the earth bring us happiness. May the -
heavens give us happiness. -May the trees
give us happmess May the sun pour down
happiness. May the cows yield us happiness.
~ 37. May my-body become pure. May
I be free from impurity and sin. May I
-realise myself as the light-divine. - Ma;y my .
.mind become pure. May I be free from
impurity ‘and sin. May I realise myself as
the light divine. May my Self become pure.
May I be free from impurity and sin. May
I realise myself as the light divine. .

38.. Salutations to Brahman. Sa}utiops
to the God in the fire. Salutations to the
God in the earth.” ‘Salutations to the God
in the plants. Salutations to the Géd in
speech. Salutatlons to the Lord of speech.
T offer my salutations to the supreme Being,
the all-pervading Spirit.
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39. Under a golden brilliance. the face
of Truth lies hidden. . Do Thou, O Pro-
tector, withdraw this ‘cover, that I, devoted
to Truth aldne, may realise-it. -~ - -

40. Salutations to the God who is in
the fire, who is in- the water, who has per-
vaded the whole universe, who is in the
plants, and who is in the ft'ufees-. : '

41. May ‘He, the creator and supporter
of the gods, the lord of all, the destroyer of
evil, the great seer, He who brought the
cosmic Soul into: bemg, endow us with
good thoughts Lo e e

" 42. May Hé, the One without a second,
* who, though formless, produces, by means
of His manifold powers, various forms with-
out any purpose of His own; from whom
the universe comés into Abemg in the begin-
ning of creation; and to whom it returns
in the end—endow us- with good thoughts.
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43. Thou art woman; Thou art man;
Thou art youth ;: Thou art maiden; Thou
art the old man tottering on his staff ; Thou
dost appear born in rnamfold forms ' '

44. As Thou art unborn, one afrald of
birth and death like ‘me seeks refuge in
Thee. O Thou destroyer ‘of evil, 1ét Thy
gracious presence ever protect me. ..

45. May the effulgent Being, the One
without a second, who, like a spider, spon-
taneously covers Himself with threads made
out of His own. creatlve powers, grant us
union w1th hlmself the Braliman. ©

46-48. He is the Self of the universe,
the immortal being, the lord. He is the all-
knowing, .all-pervading protector of the uni-
verse. He alone ‘rules the; world for ever,
and none else. . Deslrous of emanclpatlon
I seek refuge in that effulgent Being, whose
hght reveals the knowledge of the Atman;
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who first creates the cosmic Soul and
delivers to him the supreme knowledge ;
who is without parts, without actions, tran-
quil, without fault, without taint; who is
the supreme bridge to immortality, and is
self-effulgent like a blazing fire consuming
its fuel. ‘

49. Obeisance to Thee, O lord of the
universe. Thou art the soul and the maker
of the universe. Thou art the universal en-
joyer. Thou again art the universal life.
Thou verily art the author of this sport of
the universe.

50. 1 bow to Thee, O Thou blissful Self.
1 bow to Thee, O secret of secrets. Thou
art . beyond all thought _a'nd_’ limitation.
Thou art without béginning and without
end. - I bow to.Thee. .
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51. Salutations to Thee as well as to
Me, the Infinite. Salutations to Me as well
as to Thee, the intelligent Being. Salu-
tations to Thee, the supreme Lord. Salu-
tations to Me, the Self auspicious.

" 52. The divine Being who dwells in the
moving and the non-moving, but is Himself
" immutable; who is the light of knowledge °
and the dispeller of blinding darkness,—
Him, the dweller in the heart of all beings,
I behold. Him, the supreme Self, I
salute. :
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53. O Lord, with my nature overpdwered
by weak comrmseratlon, with my mind
thrown into confusion about duty, 1 suppli-
cate Thee. Tell me decidedly. what is good
for me.. I am. Thy disciple. Instruct me
who have taken refuge in Thee. '

54. Thou art the imperishable, the su-
preme Being, the one to be known. Thou
art the great refuge of thisuniverse. - Thou
art the unchanging guardian. of the eternal
‘religion. Thou art, I know, the most anci-
ent bemg '

55. O Thou of boundless forms | Thou
art the primal God of ‘gods, ‘the ancient
being. Thou art the supreme’ refuge of
the universe. Thou art the knower, and
. the one to be known. ‘Thou art the
_supreme goal. By Thee is the universe
‘pervaded;
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56. Thou art the god of wind, of death
~and of fire, the god of waters and of
the moon. Thou art the creator, Thou art
the creator of the creator. Salutations to
Thee a thousand times, and again and
again salutations to Thee.

57. Salutations to Thee before and to
- Thee behind. Salutations to Thee on every
side. O Lord, Thou art everything. In-
finite in power and ‘infinite in prowess,
Thou pervadest all. .Therefore Thou art
the all.

58. Thou art the father of the world,
of the moving and the non-moving. " Greater
than the greatest, Thou art the one object
of worship. There is none equal to Thee
in all the worlds. Who, then, can excel
Thee, O Thou of incomparable power ?

6 :
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59. Therefore, I prostrate myself before
Thee in adoration, and crave Thy forgive-
ness. Forgive me, O Lord, as a father .
forgives his son, a friend his friend, a lover
his beloved.

60. They speak of an eternal Asvattha
—the ever-changing tree of phenomenal exis-
‘tence—rooted above, and branching below.
He who knows it is a man of knowledge.

61. Its branches are spread below and
above, nourished by the Gunas. . The sense-
. objects are its buds, and its roots stretch
down below in the worId of men, creating
actions. - - : :

62-63. Its form is not visible here—
neither its end nor origin, nor its basis.
Having cut down ‘this firm-rooted tree
by the mighty sword of non-attachment,
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that goal is to be sought after, attaining
which the wise do not return again. I
take refuge in that primeval Being, from
whom streams forth the eternal creative
Energy.

64. The supremely effulgent Being,
beyond -the great darkness of ignorance,
knowing whom one transcends death,—
salutations to Him, the greatest ob]ect of
knowledge. ) : :

65. Tranqull men of renunc1atlon attain
their salvation in Him, having their merits
and demerits destroyed, and being freed
from the fear of rebirth. Salutations to
Him who exists in the form of salvation.’

66. In Him all things exist; from Him
they all originate. He has. become all;
He exists on every side. He is verily the
All. Salutations to Him who is the soul
of everything.
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67. Glory unto Thee, O Lord of beauty.
Salutations unto Thee, O creator of the
universe. Thou art the ruler of the senses,
the almighty being, the first-born. * Saluta-
_tions unto Thee. :

68. O Lord, Thou art the sole creator,
destroyer and presiding lord -of the uni-
verse. Thou again art the eternal controller
and guide. Thou art veiled by ignorance
and differentiating attributes.

69. The wise, attaining to Thee alone
‘the surest refuge, cross th¢ terrible ocean
of birth and death, the cause of endless

" pain and misery.

70. Thou hast no colour, no form, no
weapons, no particular abode. Yet thou
revealest Thyself unto Thy devotees in a
personal form.

71. Nothing is beyond Thy ken, but
Thou art not perceived by any. Nothing
is unrealised by Thee, yet: Thou art not
realised by any.
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72. The sages know Thee to be the
primary cause of things, the greatest of
" the objects ever expressed in words, and
the ultimate goal of all spiritual paths.
- Thou art verily the supreme existence. -

73. - Lord of the universe, lover of Thy
devotees, with Thy grace, do Thou somehow
save me who am helpless, unhappy and
disappointed through my failure to attain
the goal.

. 74. O Lord, Thou art the embodiment
of the highest virtue in all the worlds.
Thou art the indweller, the supreme Being.
Holy sages proclaim Thee as the greatest
refuge and saviour of mankind.

“75. Thou art manifest in all-creatures, in -
the animal as well as in the ,h,_oly’ man.
_Thou art manifest in all directions, in the
sky as well as in rivers and mountains.
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76. Thou art the most glorious cosmic
Being with innumerable feet, hands and
eyes. Thou art the supporter of the world
of beings and of the earth with the moun-
tains.

77.. Thou art, O supreme Lord the
cause, the manifestation as also the support
of this universe; yet Thou shinest as the .
one absolute existence unaffected by the
changes in things. . .

78. Stainless, Thou pervadest this uni-
verse both inside and outside, like the sky.
Thou art the unconta;minafed; changeless
and indestructible, the pure and eternal
wisdom and truth.

79. Wherever I be, O Lord, may I
always have unﬂmchmg devotion to Thy
lotus feet. T

80. Salutations .unto Thee, O.lord of all
beings and lover of devotees. Salutatlons
unto Thee, O Lord all-pervading, who art
the master of the senses.
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81. O Lord omniscient, Thou verily art
the absolute Consciousness, the Atman and
master of all beings, the formless Reality.
Thou revealest Thyself unto those whose
eye of knowledge has opened, and who, like
the bee, have their mind ever fixed on Thy
lotus feet.

82. O Lord, I seek the shelter of Thy
lotus feet which Yogins ever meditate upon
and which verily sever all shackles that bind:
man to earth. Do Thou show unto me the
way by which I may truly cross this shore-
less ocean of ignorance with ease.

83. O Lord, I make salutations to Thee;
the glorious Being. Thou hast entered into
me through Thy intelligent power and roused
my dormant faculty of speech. Bemg the
lord of all powers, Thou kindlest to activity
also all other organs of mine. o '
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84. May the world be peaceful. May
the wicked become gentle. May all crea-
tures think of mutual welfare. May' their
minds be occupied with what is auspicious.
And may our hearts be immersed in selfless:
love for the Lord.

85. Wealth, noble ancestry, physical
beauty, asceticism, scriptural knowledge,
power, energy, courage, might, diligence,
prudence and Yogic practice—all these I
deem of no avail in the worship of the su-
preme Being. For, indeed, the almighty
Lord is pleased with the devotee not for any-
thing else but for his great de'v,oﬁon to Him.

86. "I consider even the lowest-horn'man,
who has dedicated his thoughts, words;
efforts, riches and life to the Lord, to be
worthier than the Brahmin—the highest-
born—who, though possessing the above-
mentioned twelve qualities, is disinclined to
worship the lotus feet of the Lord ; for ‘the
former sanctifies his race, but not so the
latter who is puffed up with immense conceit.
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87. O Lord who-art kind to the help-
less, terribly afraid am I of the unbearable
and dreadful woe that ‘overtakes those who
turn ‘round and round in the wheel of exis-
tence. Bound though I be by the conse- .
qucnces of my actions, O most glorious one,
when shalt Thou, being propitious, recall
me unto Thy blessed feet that bestow salva-
tlon and protectlon ? T B

88  With my mlnd absorbed in the bliss
“of singing Thy glory, O supreme Lord, I
fear not the dreadful river of existence,
difficult to.cross; but.I feel sorry for the
pitiable condition of, those perverted souls
who labour under the dead wéight of the .
world, tempted by ‘the lllusxons of sensual
enjoyments.

89. We offer our salutations to the Lord
who endows all beings with consciousness.
We medltate on Him, the great Bemg, ‘who
is the ongm "of - the universe and is the

supreme. Lord.
7
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90. I take refuge .in. the self-existent
Being in whom the universe rests, »from
whom it has’ sprung, by whomi it has been
brought into being, who Himself constitutes
it, and who is at the same time destinct from
both cause and effect

91. Salutations unto the hlghest Lord,
~ unto Brahman, unto Him of infinité power,-
who is without any form . and yet is the
possessor of countlegs .forms, who is the
doer of wonderful deeds. '

- 92, Salutatlons unto the Lord who is
the light of the soul, the witness and the
spirit supreme. Salutations unto Him who
is beyond speech, nay, even beyond tliought
and beyond consciousness

93. Salutatlons unto me who is peace-
ful yet terrific, who has no attributes but
who acts as the support &f all attribiites, who
is Himself without difference, who is ever
the same, and who-is knowledge personified-
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94. Salutations, O.Lord, unto Thee, the
Self, the sovereign and the witness of all.
Salutations unto Thee, the great Bemg, the
origin of souls, and thesource even of the
primal matrlx of creatlon :

95." Salutations unto Thee, O Lord.
Thou art the cause of all, but art Thyself
causeless. Thou art the wonderful origin
of the entire creation. As‘the mighty ocean
to rivers, Thou art the goal of all scriptures,
the great refuge of all creatures and the
bestower of emanmpatlon Salutattons unto
Thee * S

96. O Lord, Thou art of infallible will,
and art attainable through trutbfulness alone..
. Thou art Truth in the- past, present..and
' future Thou art the- orj'gi'n of the entire
true essence. Thou’ dOSt ditect truthful
speech: and conduct. - Thou art thé embodi-
ment of Truth. . In Thee do we take refuge.
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97-98. O charming Lord, Yogin supreme,
Thou art the perfect and pnmal Being. The
universe, both manifest and unmanifest, the
wise know as Thy body. " Thou‘art the sole
master of body, life, mind and senses of all
beings. Thou, verily, art Time. Thou art
the all- pervadmg Being, the possessor of all
glories, the Lord omnipotent and changeless.

99. Let our speech be devoted to -the’

narration of Thy ‘excellence, our ears to the
hearing of Thy wonderful glory, odr hands
to the performance of Thy work, our minds
to meditation on Thy holy feet, our heads to
bowing to the world—Thy abode—and our
eyes to seeing the nghteous -who are Thy
body. -
100. O Lord Thou art the One, the
Self, the indwelling Spirit, the ancient one.
Thou art the Truth, self-effulgent, infinite
and primal. Thou art eternal, .imperishable,
~and of the nature of bliss everlastlng, and
untainted.” Thou: art" perfect, ‘without a
second, absolute and immortal.
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101. Salutations to that effulgent Being
whom Brahma and other gods praise with
divine hymns; whom the singers of the
Sama glorify by the Vedas and their auxi-
liaries, repeating the words in a particular
order along with the Upanishads; whom
the Yogins realise through deep meditation
with their minds wholly absorbed in Him ;
and whose extent neither the gods nor

demons know.

102. Lord, Thou abidest in all; Thou
art all; Thou assumest all forms; Thou
art the origin of all. Thou art the Self of

all. Salutations unto Thee.

103. Thou art the Self of all, © Lord of
all and the indweller of all beings. What then
shall T speak unto ‘Thee who knowest my

inmost thoughts ?
104. O Thou, the Self of all beings, the
all creation, the source of

sovereign lord of i
Thou who hast become 2

all that exists.
creatures knowest their desires.
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105. Salutations to the great Being be-
yond name and form, who is realised as the
one existence. Salutations to Him, salu-
tations to Him.

106. He dwells in all without exception,
and is the witness of both good and bad.
Salutations to Him, the all-pervading, the
eternal witness, the Lord supreme.

107. Salutations to Him, the omni-
present, from whom the universe is in-
separable. He, the first cause of the uni-
verse, is the one fit object of meditation.
May He, the changless one, be propitious.

108. O Lord, I do not want any king-
dom, nor heavenly pleasure, nor even

escape from rebirth. But I do want that

the affliction of all beings tormented by the
miseries of life may cease.

109. Thou art the supremeé Being, the
light, the ~most auspicious of
Thou art the possessor of
the secret import of

supreme
the auspicious.
countless virtues,
the Mantras.
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110. Thou art. the- supporter, the’ Self
of all beings, the saviour, and the source
of bliss. Thou art the master, the creator,
the eternal Being, the' eternal conqueror
of enemies.

111. Thou takest note of the services
of Thy devotees; and Thou also bestowest
~ boons .on them. Thou art the Truth eter-
nal, the refuge, ever kind to- the good
Thou art the deliverer from' the ‘limitless
ocean of existence, the unknowable, ‘the
one devoted to the welfare of all beings. -

112. Thou art. the - incomprehensible,
the first cause, the creator, the supreme
Delty and the supreme “abode. “Thou art the
one beyond thought,” the Self of all, the
Self of the world, the eternal Being.

113. O Lord, salutations to Thee ; salu-
tations to Me; salutatlons to both Thee
and Me. For, I am verily Thyself and
Thou art Myself. Nay, Thou art the whole
world, the moving and non-moving:-
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114. Myself and everything else are
.creations of Thy divine power. O Thou
soul of the world, everything is created by
Thee and is superimposed on Thee.

115. Thou art beyond the Gunas,' the
abode of the Gunas, the self of the Gunas;
salutations to Thee. Thou art of glory
unthinkable, and conscxousness pure salu-
tations to Thee.

.116. O Lord, Thou art the God of
gods, the overlord ; salutations unto Thee.
Thou art of divine form, and withal both
divine and non-divine.

117. Salutations unto Thee. Thou art
death itself and withal - beyond decay or
death. Again, (being the destroyer of
death), Thou art death unto death itself.
Thou art bright and radiant like the burning
fire. Salutations unto. Thee. .

1 See Introduction to ** Divine Life,"’ pp. 21, etc.
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118. Thou art the -ever-blissful Being,
the destroyer of death to Thy servants.
Thou lovest Thy devotees; Thou art the
father and mother of all. - Salutations
unto Thee. ‘ : :

119.  Salutations. to Thee who art_ever
interested in destroymg the miseries of
devotees. Thou art the mﬁmte ocean of
grace to the weak and lowly, Salutations
unto Thee.

el

120. O Lord, Thou art the one Btahman
without a second.’ Thou art everythlng'
Thou art the one Truth, and verily there
is nothing but . Thee. 6] Thou destroyer
of rmsery, Thou alone dost extst eternally,
and none’ besndes Therefore I take refuge

in Thee, the supreme ‘Lotd. -
8
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121. O Thou bestower of well-being,
Thou art the sole creator of all. Assuming
various forms Thou art yet one and immu-
table. Though one, Thou dost appear as
Mmany just as the sun is reflected in various
waters. Therefore to Thee, the great God,
do I turn for refuge, and to none else.

122. 1 take refuge in the supreme Lord,
who being realised, the notion of this
entire phenomenal existence appears as un-
real as that of the snake in the rope, of
silver in the mother-of-pearl, and of water
ahead in the mirage.

123. O Lord, the Vedas have not any
direct knowledge of Thee, nor hath the
preserver of the universe, nor the creator,
nor even the greatest of Yogins, nor the
gods and their chief. Thou art known to
Thy devotee alone. Therefore my God. do

I take refuge in Thee.
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124. My Lord, Thou hast no lineage,
nor birth, nor name, nor form. Neither
hast Thou any duty nor any locality. Still
Thou art the Lord of all the worlds, and
Thou dost fulfil all desires. Therefore, my
God, do I take refuge in Thee.

125. O Lord, Thou art the all-per-
vading Deity and the creator sublime.
Thou art Death and the giver of wealth.
Thou art the Spirit dwelling in all, invisible
and immutable. Thou art the subtlest of
the subtle.

126. Thou art the manifest and the un-
manifest. Thou art the earth, water, fire
and air. Thou art the sacrifice and the

rules thereof.
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127." Thou art the past, present and
future. Thou art the All. Thou art the
mighty revealer of religion. Thou alone
didst create diverse things, both moving and
non-moving. Thou again art their pre-
server during dissolution.
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128. O Lord, Thou art Brahman, the
highest goal, without desire and without ego-
tism. Thou art without attributes and
without forms. Yet dost Thou possess at-
tributes and forms.

129. Thou art the supreme Being, the
witness unattached and formless. Thou
art Pfil'f’\g\ matter and soul, and Thou art
the prinf"a cause of them both.

130. Thou art everything. Thou art
the controller of all powers and the source
of all powers. Thou art devoid of desires.
Thou verily art the self luminous, all-blissful,

eternal Being.

131. O lord and master of our souls,
what praise can we offer to Thee ? O Lord,
do Thou condescend to favour us with Thy
grace. Thou art the friend and guide of the

needy. Have mercy on us.

-,
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132. Salutations unto Tliee, O teacher
of the universe. Thou art-the Lord auspi-
cious and the giver of bliss, the foremost
of the perfect Yogis, the teacher of teachers.
Salutations unto Thee.

133. Thou art the death of death, the
saviour in the world of death, the lord
of death, the cause of death and the con-
queror of dsath. Salutations unto Thee.

134. Of measurers Thou art Time;
Thou art the lord of Time, the origin of
Time. = Thou art beyond Time and yet
Thou abidest in Time. O Thou destroyer
of all destroyers, salutations to Thee.

135. Thou art the One beyond all attri-
butes, yet Thou supportest them all. Thou
art the origin of all attributes and abidest
in. them as. theit. Self-.:Thou artzthe lord
of those who possess noble attributes.
Thou art also their progenitor and teacher.

Salutations to Thee-:
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136. Thou verily art Brahman, the
knower of Brahmau, the constant possessor
of the consciousness. of Brahman. Thou
art Brahman, the ultimate cause. Saluta-
tions to Thee from whom the universe
* has sprung.

" 137. - Adoration unto the supreme Being,
pure, eternal and all-pervading, the change-
less Reality, the one Being, meditating
upon whom sages attain liberation, eternal
and undifferentiated ; the One out of whom
the visible world, the scene of diversity,
comes into exxstence, in whom it rests, and
to whom it returns in the end when the
werld-cycles come to a close.l
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138. Adoration unto -the Lord,. the
destroyer of all worldliness and bestower of
salvation, the undecaying arid infinite Bemg, :
the One who is attainable through meditation
alone, who is free from illusion, and beyond
the manifest and the unmanifest ; the One
who is of the form of bliss eternal, who
is gracious, taintless, and without any
attributes, who is the overlord; the One

" who is pure and limitless like the ether, and
who is contemplated in Samadhi by the wise.

139. I salute Him who is the cause of
the universe, who is unknown to the scrip-
tures as well as to the learned and who,
though endowed with Maya—the divine
Power—is still unaffected by it.

140. I salute the divine Being, the
ocean of mercy, who associates in spirit
with the unattached and the even- -minded,
and yet remains ‘free from all taint : of

attachment.
9
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141. I salute Him, the adored of all,
by the devoted worship of whose lotus feet,
men with their foreheads drenched with
the waters thereof, do attain the highest goal.

142. O Mother, Thou knowest all, Thou
givest boons to all, Thou art a terror to
the wicked, and Thou art thé remover of
the misery of all. O Mother auspicious,
I bow to Thee. '

143, O Mother divine, Thou art the’
giver of success and intelligence. Thou
art the giver of both worldly enjoyment
and liberation. The mystic sound symbols—
.the Mantras—verily constitute Thy form. -
Mother auspicious, I bow to Thee always.

144. O Mother supreme, Thou art with-
out beginning and end. Thou art the
primal Power. Thou art born of Yoga,
and Thou art manifest through Yoga. (o]
Mother auspicious, 1 bow to Thee.
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145. Thou art both gross and subtle,
most terrible and powerful. Thou con-
" tainest all things, Thou removest even the
greatest sins. O Mother-auspicious, I bow
to Thee. ‘

146. Thou dwellest in the hearts of
~devotees, Thou verily -art the supreme
Brahman. Thou art .also the supreme
sovereign and mother of the universe. O
Mother auspicious, I bow to Thee.

147. O divine Mother, Thine energy
pervades this entire universe. Thou em-
bodiest the powers of diverse .presiding
deities, Thou art the object of worsfhipﬁ
to all the gods and sages. Do Thou
bestow on us what is auspicious.. We bow
down to Thee in devotion.
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148. Thou art good fortune itself in
the dwellings of the virtuous and ill-fortune
in those of the sinful. Thou art intelligence
in the intelligent, faith in the heart of the
devotee, and modesty in the high-born. We
bow to Thee. Do Thou, O Mother, protect
this universe.

149. Thou art the cause of all the
worlds. Thou art endowed with the pri-
mordial Energy which produces the pheno-
menon, yet Thou art known to be transcen-
dent and faultless. Incomprehensible Thou
art even to the greatest of the gods. Thou
art the refuge of all. The whole world is
but a part of Thee. Thou art the unmani
fest, primordial, supreme Creatrix.

150. O Mother divine, Thy virtues are
inscrutable. Thou art the supreme know-
ledge, the cause of liberation. Thou art
sought after by the sages, who are eager for
salvation, who have fully controlled their
senses, and who are free from all faults.

i
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151. Salutations to the divine mother, the
Lord’s own Maya—the inscrutable Power—
pervading all things. Salutations to Her,
salutations to Her, salutations, salutations.

152. Salutations to the divine Mother,
who is known as intelligence in all beings.
Salutations to Her, salutations to Her,
salutations, salutations.

153.- Salutations to the divine Mother,
who exists in all beings in the form of
power. Salutations to Her, salutations to
Her, salutationg, salutations.

154. Salutations to the divine Mother,
who exists in all beings as forgiveness.
Salutations to Her, salutations to Her,

salutations, salutations.

155. Salutations to the divine Mother,,
who exists in all beings in the form of
peace. Salutations to Her, salutations to
Her, salutations, salutations.
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156. Salutations to the divine Mother;
who exists in all beings in the form of
faith. Salutations to 'Her, salutations to -
Her, salutations, salutations.

157. Salutations to the divine Mother,
who exists in all beings in the form of
beauty. Salutations to Her, salutations to
_Her, salutations, salutations.

158. Salutations to the ‘di‘vir-xe Motbher,
who exists in all beings in the form of -
mercy. Salutations “to. Her, -salutations to
Her, salutations, salutations.

159. Salutations to the divine Mother,
who exists in all beings as the Mother.
Salutations to Her, salutations to Her,
salutations, salutations. o

160. Salutations to the divine Mother,
who is the presiding deity of all the senses;
who exists in all beings and pervades all
things.. Salutations to Her, salutations to
Her, salutations, salutations.
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161. Salutations to the divine Mother
-who, pervading all the world, exists therein
in the form of consciousness. Salutations
to Her, salutations to Her, salutatlons,
salutations.

162. O Mother, Thou art the destroyer
of the troubles of Thy suppliants, Thou
art the mother of the universe. Let Thy
mercy be upon all. O Mother, Thou art
the mistress of the universe. Thou art the
one ruler of the moving and non-moving.
Do Thou protect the universe and shower
Thy mercy on all.

163. O Mother, Thou art the great
primal Energy, the source of infinite
strength. Thou art the seed of the world,
and illusion divine. Thou hast enchanted
the whole universe, O Goddess supreme, by
Thy deluding charms. And yet being propi-
tious, - Thou bestowest salvation upon men.
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164. All sciences come from Thee, and
all women in all the world are’ parts
of Thee. By Thee alone, O Mother, is
the universe filled. How can- we praise
Thee? Art Thou not beyond the reach of
the highest praise ?

165. Thou, O Mother, dost exist as
all things. Being worshipped, Thou best-
owest heaven and liberation. What words,
however sublime, can suffice for Thy praise ?

166. O auspicious One, Thou art the
source of all auspiciousness. Thou art
the accomplisher of all cherished desires.
Thou art the giver of refuge. Thou pos-
sessest the eye of wisdom and beautiful
form. O Thou Power divine, salutations
to Thee.

167. O eternal _ One, Thou art the
energy of creation, maintenance, and des-
truction. Thou art the abode of different
modes of energy and art yet beyond them.
O Thou Power divine, salutations to Thee.
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168. O Mother, Thou art the saviour
of the distressed and of the care-worn, who
take refuge in Thee. Thou art the remover
of the misery of all. O Thou Power divine,
salutations to Thee.

169. O Mother, Thou art in the form
of all things. Thou dost control all. Thou
art the embodiment of all power, do Thou
protect us from all fear. O remover of all
ills, salutations to Thee.

170. Salutations to Thee, the awakener
of the universe. Salutations to Thee, the
resplendent and the glorious. Salutations
to Thee, the Being effulgent. Salutations
to Thee, the light of knowledge.

171. Salutations to Thee, the lord of
the worlds. Salutations to Thee, the lord
of all beings. Salutations to Thee, the lord
of salvation. Salutations to Thee, the pos-

sessor of divine vision.
10
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172. Thou art the creator and protector
of the universe. Thou art the lord of
beings. Thou art the destroyer with terri-
ble powers. Thou art the God of wind and
also the God of fire.

173. Salutations to Thee who art
before. Always salutations to Thee who
art behind, salutations to Thee who art on
every side. At all timessalutations unto Thee.

174. Salutations to Thee, the One
to be known through the Vedanta, the
primeval witness of all activities. Saluta-
tions to Thee who shines through different
colours.

175. In the lotus of my heart do I
contemplate the divine Intelligence, the
Brahman without distinction and difference,
who is the object’ of realisation to even
the creator, protector and destroyer of ther
universe ; whom the Yogis attain through
meditation ; who destroys the fear of birth
and death ; and who is existence, intelligence,
and the seed of all the worlds.

. AN
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176. Salutations to Thee, the existence
absolute, the support of all the worlds.
Salutations to Thee, the intelligence abso-
lute, who dost appear as the universe.
Salutations to Thee the one Reality without
a second, the giver of salvation. Saluta-
tions to Thee, the Brahman, the all-per-
vading, the absolute.

177. Thou art the only refuge, the
only object of adoration, the one ruler of
the universe, the Being self-effulgent. Thou
alone art the creator, preserver and destroyer
of the universe. Thou art the highest, the
immovable, the absolute.

178. O Lord, Thou art the dread of
even the dreadful, the terror of the terrible,
the refuge of all beings, the purifier of all
purifiers. Thou alone art the ruler of even
the high-placed ones. Thou art the su-
preime over the supreme, the protector of

the protectors.
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179. O Lord supreme, Thou art the im-
perishable, undefinable Being, yet Thou
appearest as all things. Thou art imper-
ceptible to the senses, yet art Thou the
very Truth; incomprehensible and immu-
table. Thou art the all-pervading, hidden
essence. Lord and Light of the world, do
Thou save us from harm.

180. On Thee, the One, alone we
meditate. To Thee, the One, alone we
offer our worship. To Thee, the One, alone,
who art the witness of the universe, do we
tender our salutations. In Thee, the One,
alone, who art our sole support, and the self-
existent Lord, the vessel of safety in the
ocean of existence, do we seek refuge.

181. I bow to Thee, the supreme
Brahman. 1 bow to Thee, the supreme
Self. I bow to Thee who art above all
qualities. I bow to Thee, the ever-existent,

again and again.

S
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182. The Guru (preceptor) is no other
than Brahma, the creator. The Guru is
no other than Vishnu, the preserver. The
Guru is no other than the great God Siva,
the destroyer. The Guru is verily Brahman
Itself. To the divine Guru I bow.

183. I bow to the divine Guru, who
by the application of the collyrium of know-
ledge, opens the eyes of one blinded by
the disease of ignorance.

184. I bow to the divine Guru, who
reveals to one the divine Being that en-
circles and permeates the moving and the
non-moving.

185. I bow to the divine Guru by
whom is revealed the divine Being, the
intelligence absolute, that permeates all
the worlds with all their objects, moving

and non-moving.
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186. I bow to the divine Guru who
imparts to the disciple the fire of self-
knowledge, and burns away his bonds of
Karma accumulated through many births.

187. I bow to the true divine Guru. He,
my Lord, is the Lord of the universe. He,
my Guru, is the Guru of the universe.
He, my Self, is the Self of the universe.

188. I bow to the Guru who is the em-
bodiment of the bliss of Brahman, the
giver of the greatest beatitude, the absolute,
the personification of the highest knowledge ;
who is beyond the pairs of opposites (like
pleasure and pain) and untouched by evil,
like the sky; whom Thou art That " and
similar scriptural passages have in view :
the One without a second, the eternal,
the pure, the immovable, the witness of all
mental modifications, abiding ever beyond

thoughts and attributes.
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189. I bow to the Guru, the Brahman,
eternal, pure and formless, self-effulgent,
taintless, ever awake and of the nature of
intelligence and bliss.

190. O Mother divine, Thou art the
remover of the miseries of the devotees.
Thou art the eternal refuge, ever blissful
and ever compassionate; to Thee I bow.
Thou pervadest the whole universe and as-
sumest the cosmic form ; to Thee I bow. Thy
lotus feet the whole universe worships; to
Thee I bow. Thou art the saviour of the uni-
verse. Do Thou protect us. To Thee I bow.

191. Thou art the saviour of the uni-
verse; do Thou protect us. To Thee I
bow. O Mother divine, Thy true form is
the object of meditation for the whole
world. To Thee I bow Thou art the
embodiment of the highest Yoga and know-
ledge. Thou art the delight of the ever-
blisstul | Lord. To Thee I'bow: = Thowart
the saviour of the universe, do Thou protect

us. To Thee I bow.
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192. O Mother, the remover of the
miseries of the devotees, Thou art the
saviour of the poor and the helpless. Thou
art - the protector of those oppressed by
desire and stricken with fear. Thou art the
refuge of the afflicted and the bound. Thou
art, O mother, the goal and the giver of
emancipation. Thou art the saviour of the
universe; do Thou protect us. To Thee
I bow.

193-194. Always do I meditate on
that supreme Being who is ,eternal and
pure, and who is meditated upon by the
adepts, super-adepts and Yogins. 1 always
serve that Lord eternal, who is the attribute-
less Brahman served by the creator and
the destroyer of the universe and other gods.

195.196. The eternal Lord is without
attachment and desires. He is the supreme

Spirit, the highest God, Truth unchange-
He is realised by the

able, and supreme.
as the seed

Yogins as the origin of creation,
of all, as the one greater than the greatest.
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197. 1 take refuge in the eternal Lord,
who is the refuge of the Yogins, who is
the seed of all Incarnations and the cause
of all causes, who is unkoowable by the
Vedas, the seed of the Vedas and the source
of the cause of the Vedas.

198-200. O blissful Lord, Thou art
the Self of all beings, the support of all,
the eternal, the cause of all causes, beyond
the bounds of Nature. Thou art pure and
self-effulgent, without blemish and without
taint. Thou art bliss eternal, without form
and duality, and beyond all darkness. Thou
art greater than the greatest, truth absolute,
the very embodiment of existence, bliss
and intelligence. To Thee I bow down

with my whole heart.

201. O Lord, Thou art the mother,
fathér and brother of all. Thou art th.e
supreme Brahman, and all things are mani-

festations of Thee.
11
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202. O supreme Being, Thou art the
immutable and supreme light. Thou art
the saviour, the Brahman. And there
exists nothing but Thee.

203. Thou art the eternal Brahman,
tranquil, all-pervading and subtle. To Thee
do I bow down, O charming and blissful
Lord of the Universe.

204. Mother, Thou art beyond compre-
hension, yet art Thou the embodiment of
infinite power. Thou art present every-
where, and Thy existence is visibl.e in every
being. Thou art beyond all attributes and
duality. Thou art attainable through the
highest knowledge alone. Thou art the
One without a second, known as the

Brahman supreme.
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205. Thou hast neither name, nor
lineage ; neither birth, nor death; neither
abode, nor activity. Thou hast neither pain,
nor pleasure; neither friend, nor enemy ;
neither bondage, nor. freedom. Thou art
the One without a second, known as the
Brahman supremnie.

206. Thou art neither a girl, nor a woman
young or old. Thou art neither mascu-
line nor feminine, neither female nor neuter.
Thou art neither a god, nor a demon, nor
a human being. Thou art the One without
a second, known as the Brahman supreme.

207. As the one sun, reflected in dif-
ferent pools of water, appears as so many
different suns, so Thou, too, O Mother, do-st
appear as many through delusion. But still
Thou art the One without a second, known
as the Brahman supreme.
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208. O Lord of the senses, may my
devotion to Thee remain firm, whatever
bodies I may obtain according to the fruits
of my work.

209. O Lord, Thou supreme Being, in
my devotion I shall not speak of, nor hear
of, nor think of, nor recall, nor adore, nor
resort to, anything other than Thy lotus
feet. O Thou the seat of all virtue and
majesty, vouchsafe unto me the privilege
of serving Thee.

210. Thou art my mother, Thou art
my father, Thou art my friend, Thou art
my comrade, Thou art my knowledge, Thou
art my wealth, Thou art my all-in-all, O
God of gods.

211. My Lord, should thousands of
births fall to my lot, may I. Stll.l always
possess an unshakable and unflinching devo

tion to Thee.
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212. May I think of Thee with that
strong love which the ignorant cherish for
the things of the world, and may that love
never cease to abide in my heart.

213. Lord, I know what virtue is, ‘
but I cannot practise it ; I know what vice
is, but.I have no power to desist from it.
Thou, O Lord of the senses, dwellest in my
heart, and I do as Thou dost impel
me to do.

214. Different are the paths laid down
in the Vedas, Sankhya, Yoga, and Shaiva
and Vaishnava scriptures. Of these, some
people take to one and some to another as
the best. Devotees follow these diverse
paths, straight or crooked, according to
their different tendencies. Yet, O Lord,
Thou alone art the ultimate goal of all men,

as is the ocean is of all rivers.
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215. Salutations to Thee, O Lord un-
attached, who art nearest and yet farthest.
Salutations to Thee, O destroyer of animal
passions, who art the smallest of the small
and yet art the greatest of the great.
Salutations to Thee, O possessor of the
highest wisdom, who art ancient and yet
ever youthful. Salutations to Thee who
art all *hings, - seen and unseen, and yet
beyond them all.

216. Salutations to Thee, O Lord, who
as creator assumest the immense power of
dynamism (Rajas) and producest the uni-
verse. Salutations to Thee, who as des-
troyer causest its dissolution by the mighty
power of inertia (Tamas). Salutations to
Thee, who as protector blessest men with
happiness through the power of balance
(Sattva). Salutations to Thee, O auspici-
ous Lord, who in Thy transcendent aspect
art again beyond the three qualities.

-
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217. 1f the goddess of learning were
to write eternally, having the biggest branch
of the celestial tree for Her pen, the whole
earth for paper, the Blue Mountain for ink,
and the ocean for the vessel thereof, even
then, O Lord, Thy attributes cannot be
fully described.

218. O Lord, with my palms folded
together in all humility, and my voice rising
high up in an unbroken stream of plaintive
notes, I beseech Thee, O ocean of mercy,
to bless me but once with the touch of
the grace beaming from Thy glance.

219. Like the sun flashing forth light
unto one enshrouded in darkness, like the
boat rescuing a person sinking in the sea,

like the cloud showering forth its refreshing
like the store-house

waters on the thirsty,
the distress of the

of wealth removing 'l
penniless, and like the physician bringing
relief to a person suffering from a long

and painful disease,—may He, the Lord,

come and grant unto us what is auspiclous.
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~220. At dawn I meditate within my
heart on the self-effulgent Atman, the
existence-knowledge-bliss Absolute, the goal
of the greatest ascetics, the transcen-
dent and the eternal, who is beyond the
states of waking, dream and sleep. Iam
verily that indivisible Brahman, and not a
combination of material elements.

221. At dawn I worship Him who
is beyond the reach of mind and speech,
but because of whose presence all speech
becomes manifest. Him the scriptures indi-
cate by the words “ not this ”’, ““ not this  as
beyond all attributes, Him the sages des-
cribe as the God of gods, eternal, immutable

and supreme.

222. At dawn I salute the effulgent
Being, who is beyond all darkness, who
me, the infinite and the

is called the supre
he world of

- eternal, in whom appears L
manifold forms, like the snake superimposed

on the rope.

g



176 UNIVERSAL PRAYERS

a7 gauEEAEATIge (e
GEAATAL ATIAT a%ﬁ&r&j a7 g |
7: AERFEI TGGGH ERATATEE
et sipend a9 5 Hfafyomeed |
Sri Sankaracharya: Dakshinamurti Stotra, 2.

TR TGO GIRAFAGRAGH W
argraEaEifa Sga=ar Ay agaaTHaE, |
FHETEES A favaEaa
qeR sgeaad a9 3d Al |
Dakshinamurti Stotra, 4.



FROM PURANAS ETC. 177

223. 1 offer my salutations to that bene-
ficent Being who is incarnate as the
preceptor (Guru). He, the Atman, appear-
ing as the individual soul through the power
of ignorance, sees (in the waking state)—
as one does in sleep—the universe, which
in reality exists within Himself, as some-
thing external, like a city seen reflected in
-a mirror. But in His enlightened state He
realises His own Self, the One without a
second. o SRR -

°

224. I offer my salutations to the bene-
ficent Being who is incarnate in the pre-
ceptor (Guru), the light of whose absolute
existence shines forth in the world of appear-
ance, who instructs the disciples. with the
holy text, °That Thou ' art’, ‘reali!s'ffﬁé
whom the soul never more returns to the
ocean of ‘birth and death.

12
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225. 1 adore the Lord, the supreme
Self, the One, the primordial seed of the
universe, the desireless and the formless,
who is realised through the divine mystic
symbol Om, from whom the universe comes
into being, by whom it is sustained, and
into whom it dissolves.

226. 1 take refuge in Him, the unborn,
the eternal, the cause of all causes, the
good, the absolute, the light of lighfs, the
transcendental, the one beyond darkness,
without beginning and end, the supreme
purifier, devoid of all duality.

227. Salutations to Thee, O all-pervad-
ing Being who appearest in the form of
the universe. Salutatlons to Thee, who art
of the form of knowledge and bliss. Salu-
tations to Thee, who art attained through
disciplines and meditation. - Salutations to
Thee, who art realised by the highest know-
lédge revealed in the scriptures.
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228. O Lord, with the passing of every
day the duration of life is seen to shorten
and youth to decay. The days that are gone
do never come back. Verily, time is the
devourer of the world. Fortune is as fickle
and short-lived as ripples on the surface
of water, while life is momentary like the
flash of lightning. Therefore, O Thou
refuge of all, do Thou even now protect me
who seek refuge in Thee.

229. Do Thou forgive me, O Lord, for
all my sins committed with my hands,
feet, speech, body, ears, eyes and mind,
while doing actions enjoined or otherwise.
Glory unto Thee, O Thou Lord beneficent,
Thou God of gods, Thou ocean of mercy-

230. To the distressed there is no other
refuge but Thee. Lord, be propitious.
Being remembered, Thou promptly removest
the misery of the devotees. Else T.hou
wilt lose Thy reputation of being gracious
towards Thy devotees. Therefore, O Thou
merciful Lord, bave meroy on me.
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231. This is the proper time for making
gifts. Lord, I am a fit recipient, Thou art
a great giver, and none else but Thee shall
I approach for begging. Grant me but
unflinching devotion unto Thee. O benign
Lord, with that alone shall I deem my life’s
goal attained.

232. O Lord, with a dull intellect and
imperfect insight I whirl in this unsubsta'n-
tial world of births and deaths, uncongenial
to the practice of devotion. Thou shouldst
in Thy infinite mercy save me- Is there
a creature more miserable than myself ? And
1s there anyone more skilled than T?lyself
in saving the miserable ? Therefore, in the
three worlds, who but Thee shall be my
saviour ?
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233. Thou art verily the master and
the greatest friend of the distressed, while
I am the foremost amongst them all.
What else is required to establish a relation
between wus? O blessed Lord, Thou
shouldst forgive all my sins, and bring
about my salvation by Thy own earnest
effort ; for such is the way of friends.

234. O beneficent preceptor of the uni-
verse, 1 offer worship unto Thy lotus feet
and contemplate daily on Thy supreme Self.
I surrender myself unto Thee and with my
words ' supplicate Thee. Pray, vouchs‘afe'

‘unto me a gracious glance long sought after
even by the gods, and do Thou instruct me

in the methods of attaining tranquillity
of mind. '
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235. O blissful Lord, Thou lookest
after the needs of all. Thou art ever intent
on promoting our welfare. Nay, Thou dost
Thyself instruct us in attaining bliss in this
world as well as in the next. Thy presence
is felt inside and outside. Thou art both
omniscient and gracious. Need I therefore
ask aught of Thee ? Let me simply meditate
on Thee every day as the inmost essence
of all.

236. O Lord, my Self Thou art. My
mind I liken to the divine Mother (Thy
consort), my vital airs to Thy followers, and
my body to Thy temple. My enjoyments
I regard as offerings made unto Thee. My

sleep is a form of absorption in Thee. My

wanderings are like circumambulations while

my words are prayers offered unto Thee.
O Lord beneficent, whatsoever 1 do, may
it all be as worship made unto Thee.
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237. O Thou Lord all-pervading, do
Thou remove my egoism and calm my
mind. Do Thou take away from me the
illusion of the world. Do Thou increase
my love for all beings, and save me from
the ocean of worldly existence.

238. It is the waves that merge them-
selves in the ocean, and not the ocean in
the waves. So, verily, O Lord, when all
differences are removed, it is I that become
absorbed in Thee, and not Thou in me.

239. 1 sing the glory of the Lord
who removes the world-ignorance ; who is
called Brahman, the effulgent being, the

One without a second, the all-pervading,
ned by the devotees ;

beyond all reasoning;
f Brahman realise in

indwelling Spirit attai
who is unborn, subtle,
whom the knowers ©O
themselves through meditation.
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240. O Mother, I have made no charity ;
I have done no meditation ; I have observed
no rituals; nor have I uttered any prayer
or holy name. I have performed no
worship ; nor have I purified myself through
proper invocations. Therefore, O Thou
Mother of the universe, Thou art my only
refuge ; Thou art my only refuge.

241. O Mother, pious deeds and pilgri-
mages to holy places, I have performed
none. I have never yearned after salvation,
nor aspired to get merged in the Divine.
I possess no devotion, nor have I observed
any vows even. Therefore, O Thou Mother
of the universe, Thou art my only refuge;
Thou art my only refuge.

242. O Mother, out of sport Thou hast
divided the one absolute Intelligence into
two—soul and God. Having transformed
God into the individual soul, Thou dost
convert that same soul back into God.
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243. O Mother of the universe, when
will my senses become controlled? when
shall I have neither enemies nor friends ?
when shall I be comipletely free from false -
and deluding hopes? when will my false
mind be destroyed with its roots ? .

244. Mother, Thou hast created this
illusion of the world. Thou again art com
ing in contact .with diverse objects threugh
the medium of the senses. Thou art the
only doer; Thou art the only enjoyer ; not
I. Theré is no wmerit nor demerit, no
bondage nor freedom for ‘me.. . - :

245. Thou art the ordainer of all scrip-
tures and ‘the' regulator of all religious
paths and righteousness. Thou art the
source of all wealth, and Thy lotus feet are
worshipp'ed. eveil by the lord ‘of wealth.
O Mother, Thou art the primal cause of all
desires. Thou again hast conquered all the
passions. Thou art the cause of the dgvotion
of the good. Thou verily art the Consort
and the Power of the Supreme Brahman.

13
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246. Iron touched by the philosopher’s
stone is transformed into gold. The waters
of the road being mixed witn those of the
Ganges become pure. In like manner, O
Mother, being attached through devotion to
Thee, will not my heart become pure,
greatly soiled though it be by many sins ?

247. 1-do not know Thy sacred names
nor the symbolic figures for Thy worship.
Alas! I know not how to sing Thy glory,
nor how to invoke and meditate upon Thee.
I know not words of prayer, nor the diverse
rituals of worship, nor how to lay my grief
before Thee. But, O Mother, this much I
know : that to follow Thee is to remove all
my sufferings.

248. O Mother, in this world, in the
midst of Thy numerous worthy sons, I
happen to be a rare specimen of wanton-
ness. Yet, O Thou beneficent ore, it is not
proper for Thee to have abandoned me, Thy
child. For a bad son may sometimes be
born, but never has there been a bad mother.

N
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249. No desire have I for liberation, nor
any hankering after wealth. Neither do I
cherish any yearning for knowledge, nor any
desire for happiness. O Mother divine,
This only I beg of Thee: May my life pass
in reciting the divine names.

250. Lord, I do not care for so-called
meritorious acts, néither tor wealth, nor for
the enjoyment of the objects of desire.
Let that which is inevitable fall to my lot
according to my previous Karma. But this
much is my cherished desire, that I should
be endowed with love unshaken for Thy
lotus feet in this life, as well as in lives
to come.

251. Let me be placed, O Lord, in
heaven, or on earth, or in hell, as it pleaseth
Thee. 1 shall even in death think of Thy
holy feet which surpass in beauty the

autumnal lotus blossoms.
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252. 1 have committed a thousand
faults, and am fallen into the terrible ocean
of births and deaths. O Thou Saviour,
being helpless, I have taken refuge in Thee.
Be pleased to make me Thine own.

253. O Lord, whatever I have done
through body, speech, mind, senses, in-
tellect, soul, or unconscious natural im-
pulses—all that 1 dedicate as an offering
unto Thee, the supreme, all-pervading Spirit.

254. What apparently I have done or
what I may yet do, is really done by Thee
and not by me. O Lord, therefore Thou
art the enjoyer, and not I.

255. Salutations unto Thee, O Lord.
Thou art the origin of mind and speech,
but Thee neither mind nor speech .can
comprehend. O Lord of eternal and infi-
nite glory, O Thou boundless ocean of

mercy, salutations unto Thee.
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256. I am not steadfast in the practice
of virtue, nor do I know the Self, nor am
I devoted to Thy lotus feet. I possess no
merit whatsoever, and I have no other
refuge but Thee. Therefore, O Lord, do
I take shelter at Thy blessed feet.

257. A particle of the ambrosial ocean
of love cherished for Thy red lotus feet
extinguishes in no time the mighty forest
fire of worldly existence with its cycle of
births and deaths, and bestows the supreme
bliss on Thy devotee.

258. O Lord, when shall I see with
my own eyes Thy lotus feet which are
my wealth, which readily remove -the
distress of the worshippers, and which
transcend both heaven and earth ?
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259. O Lord, first of .all do Thou hear
my prayer. I am speaking only the truth
and not falsehood. Unless Thou bestowest
Thy mercy on me, Thou wilt never get
one more deserving than myself.

260. Therefore, none but Thyself can
be a suitable master for me, and none but
myself a fit recipient of Thy grace. Itis
the decree of Providence that Thou shouldst
be my master, and I, Thy servant. Do
Thou maintain, and never abandon, this
relationship.

261. My Lord, this is my sincere prayer
to Thee: I do not care for comfort of body,
nor for long life, nor for enjoyments SO

.much hankered after by all. I do not want
even the knowledge of the Self, nor any-
thing else even for a single moment if they
are not to be in Thy association and in Thy
service. Let all these then break into a

hundred shreds and be destroyed.



204 UNIVERSAL PRAYERS

IS REefaea Aga)
FRITERISE TrgEgaeTagAfy |
FATREN T FRaRwarasasey
9 ¥R WK st awdt: |

~ Stotraratna, 58.

1 & Ay & qRmaasd Rage
W & e gl Ry s |

SIS EGRISE R TSRS AR 4
AR GEEAly qaaTRd & W IR&R|

Stotraratna, 60.



FROM PURANAS ETC. 205

262. O Thou the friend of the help-
less, Thou boundless ocean of compassion
and love divine, I am the seat of infinite
evils, hard to remove, beginningless and
irresistible. Devoid of all moral discipline,
I am a veritable, beast among men. But, my
Lord, remembering the infinitude of Thy
mercy again and again, I have become

fearless. So do I place this humble prayer
before Thee.

263. Thou art the father, mo'ther,
husband and son. Thou art the dear friend,
relative and teacher, and the goal of the
universe. I am Thine own, Thy servant
and attendant; Thou art my only refu.ge.
I have taken shelter in Thee, and verily,
O Lord, does my burden rest wholly on
Thee.

e,
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264-265. O Lord, I do not beg for a
kingdom, nor for gold and jewels. Nor
do I ask for a beautiful bride, so eagerly
desired by men. Do Thou reveal Thyself
unto me, O mighty Lord of the universe,
whose glory is always sung even by the
greatest of gods. O God of gods, pray,
remove forthwith from my mind all fasci-

nation for this vain and fleeting world.

Lord, take away the heaps of heinous sins
from me. O God, Thou ever bestoweth
Thy unfailing mercy upon the miserable
and the helpless. O mighty Lord of the
universe, do Thou reveal Thyself unto me.

266. O Lord of the universe, I want
neither wealth nor attendants, neither a
beautiful wife nor intellectual attainment.s.
Do Thou grant that 1 may be blessed in
every birth with selfless devotion to Thee,

O Lord.
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267. 1 salute the Lord, the remover
of sin, who is called Rama ; who is beyond
the ultimate cause; by whose Maya is
controlled the entire universe as well as
the hosts of gods beginning from the
creator ; because of whose existence every-
“thing appears real like the illusory per-
ception of a snake on a rope;and whose
feet are like a raft to those who desire

to cross the ocean of life.

268. O Lord, O Thou the inmost Self

of all, 1 tell Thee the truth: I do not
desire in my heart.
intense devotion unto
d from

cherish any worldly
Do Thou grant me 1
Thee. Do Thou also free my min

passions and other impurities.
14
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269. O Lord, T bow to Thee, who art
compassionate, gracious and sweet. Thou
alone, O Lord, art marvellous, selfless,
mighty and omnipresent. Thou art the
teacher of the world, eternal, transcendent,
one and absolute. I worship Thy lotus feet
that enable the selfless souls to attain to
Thy eternal abode.

270. 1 offer worship unto Thee, O Lord
of love, whom the worldly-minded cannot
reach, but who art to the devotees the
wish-yielding tree, and the object of wor-
ship to all. Lord of the universe, Thou
art formless and yet with forms. Have
mercy upon me, O Lord, and pray, promptly
grant me devotion to Thy lotus feet.

271. Salutations unto Thee, thou all=
pervading and great Lord. Th'ou art
liberation itself, and the revealed scripture 1S
Thy embodied form. I worship Thee, the
unborn, attributeless and unconditioned one.
Thou art without any desire. Intelligence it=
self is Thy nature, and the sky Thy garment.
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272. O Lord, Thou art beyond all
duality, the cause of absolute good and also
of cosmic dissolution. Thou art the bestower
of bliss on the holy ones. Thou art the
embodiment of knowledge, and the remover
of delusion. Be Thou propitious unto me,
O destroyer of passion.

273. Those that aspire in this world
after the fourfold object of life,—virtue,
wealth, enjoyment and salvation—can hardly
be the recipients of peace supreme, unless,
O Lord divine, they worship Thy lotus
feet. Be Thou propitious unto me, O Thou
the abode of all beings.

274. 1 do not know the practice of
Yoga, nor how to repeat Thy holy name.
Neither do I know any form of worship.
I am Thy humble suppliant, sorely afflicted
with the countless miseries of birth and old
age. Do Thou save me from sins.
Thee, O Lord, I offer my salutations.

To
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275. May the Mother of the universe,
whose activity knows no pause—incessantly
distributing the fruits of actions done, guiding
unceasingly all actions yet to come—bestow
Her boon of blessing on me, Her child for ever
more. I realise, I know, that it is She who
holds the ropes of Karma in Her hands.

276. On friend and foe Thy lotus eyes fall
alike. Ever Thine animating touch brings
fruit equally to the fortunate and the unfortu-
nate. The shade of death and immortality,—
both these, O Mother, are Thy grace. O
Mother supreme, may Thy gracious face
be never turned away from me, Thy child.

277. Where art Thou, O Mother, and
where my words of praise ? My understand-
ing is so poor. It is like the desire to
seize with my puny hands the sole supporter
of the universe! So-at Thy! blessed feet,
which are contemplated by the Goddess of
Fortune Herself, which form the abode of
fearlessness, which are worshipped by those
devoted to service true, do I take refuge.



216 UNIVERSAL PRAYERS

fafesgaas-RaagaeT:

AFHfSAARAT: HfWar I afika |
gRASIAN SRS

W Wag AASRARTEN AEAA: || 9¢ )

Swami Vivekananda : Sivastotra, 1.

Tfefaficae: gaas: g

YaeHHTA: FAIAEEM: |
afseferea: fswel sAgAE:

qUHEg AT | AFE ASEE: || 9R )

Sivastotra, 5,



FROM PURANAS ETC. 217

278. Salutation to the Lord beneficent,
whose glory is immeasurable, who resembles
the sky in purity, to whom are attributed the
phenomena of creation, preservation and
dissolution of the universe. May the burn-
ing devotion of this, my life, get attached
to Him, who, while being Lord of all, re-

mains subject to none.

279. From whom all gloom and dark-
ness have dispersed; who is like the
radiant light, white, beautiful, as is the
bloom of a white lotus; whose loud laughter
sheds luminous knowledge ; whose abso-
lute nature is by meditation realised in the
self-controlled heart ;—may that lordly Swan
of the lake of my mind guard me, lying

prostrate before Him.

oo
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280. O Lord incarnate, O Lord divine,
glory unto Thee. I take refuge in Thee,
the divine Master, who art like a wave
arising out of the ocean of cosmic energy;
who enactest Thy manifold divine play out
of love infinite; who art the destroyer of
the demon of doubt; who art the divine
healer of the disease of worldliness. O Lord
incarnate, O Lord divine, glory unto Thee.

281. 1 take refuge in Thee, who art
established in the knowledge of the One
without a second; whose life is wrapped
garment of devotion ;
ve in doing good
ds are wonderful ;
the disease

in the luminous
whose body is ever acti
to mankind; whose dee

who art the divine healer of

of worldliness. O Lord incarnate, O Lord

divine, glory unto Thee.



sk ol egd "-"'P[

e as :i‘ﬂ'ﬂ“’h

T



UNIVERSAL PRAYERS

MISCELLANEOUS



222 UNIVERSAL PRAYERS
s ffised frEmas
AR Az a0, |
g faaqui fafdRd fadie
qeEEEd O AT || <R ||

Ganesastava, 1.

ARt Y

fagmEs |8 Fra |
iRy W

qREERY R WA || R ¢3 ||

Ganesastava, 2.

TRFRU FRUFEES

gt genfs e aoe |
smganfiE faasd g

EART TR AT | ¢

Ganesastava, 3.



MISCELLANEOUS 223

282. O Lord, Thou art unborn, absolute
and formless; Thou art beyond bliss and
again bliss itself—the One and the Infinite.
Thou art the supreme, without attributes,
differentiation and desire. Thou art verily
the supreme Brahman. To Thee, O Lord,
do we offer our worship.

283. Thy nature is beyond attributes.
Thou art the embodiment of intelligence
and bliss, the effulgent Spirit, the all-per-
vading, the goal of knowledge. Thou art
the object of meditation to the sages,
formless and omnipresent like ether. Thou
art the supreme Lord, the supreme Brahman.
To Thee, O Lord, do we offer our worship.

284. Thou art the cause of the world,
the primal knowledge, the origin of gods,
the origin of bliss, the lord of Gunas, the
lord of heavenly hosts. Thou pervadest the
universe and art worshipped by all. Thou
art the lord of gods, Thou art verily the
supreme Brahman. To Thee O Lord, do
we offer our worship.

s
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285. O Thou primeval Being, Salutation
to Thee. O Thou Being resplendent, be
gracious unto me. O Thou creator of day,
I bow to Thee. O Thou divine illuminator,
salutation to Thee, |

286. In the darkness that encircles us
all round and shuts our vision, do Thou,
Lord, just rise like the sun, and dispel
it all with Thy light divine.

287. Whither shall I turn? What shall
I do? How shall I, oppressed with fear,
support myself ? Where art Thou, O Lord
beneficent ? I have taken refuge in Thee.
Do Thou save me, save me.

288. The Divine is my mother, the
Divine is my father, the Divine is my
lord, the Divine is my friend. The
Divine, who is merciful, is my all-in-all.
I Jknow ‘nohellclSes diKNaWEIATS else ;

no, not I.
15
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289. Constant salutations to- Thee, O
Mother beneficent. Thou art the stay of
the Veda ‘and the auxiliary branches of the
Veda, of the Vedanta and all forms of
learning. Salutations to Thee, O Thou

Goddess of learning.

290. O Mother, Thou art the persbniﬁ-
cation of Brahman. Thou art the supreme
Spirit, the Light divine, the eternal Being.
Thou art the presiding deity of all
branches of learning. Salutations to Thee,
O Goddess of speech.

291. But for Thee the whole world
would appear lifeless: Thou art the presiding
deity of knowledge. Salutations to Thee,

O Goddess of learning.

292. But for Thee the whole world
would appear dumb and demented. Thou' art
the presiding deity of speech. Salutations
to Thee, O Mother, O Goddess of speech.
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Brahma ; Sarasvatistotra.
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293. O Mother, Thou revealest both
the form and the formless. Thou art the
embodiment of all attributes. Thou, again,
art without attributes and change. Thou
art neither gross nor subtle, and Thy
glory is incomprehensible. Thou art beyond
knowledge. Thou art everything, the in-
most self of everything, the object of ado-
ration even to the chief of gods. Thou art

indivisible and eternally pure.

294. O Mother, Thou art knowledge
supreme. Thou art known through the
highest revelation and Thy glory is recited
by the perfect ones. Thou art the giver
of salvation, Thou art the way to salvation,
but yet dost transcend it. Be propiti‘ous
unto me, O Thou Goddess of learning.
Be pleased to remove my dullness, an.d
endow me with a Kkeen and tranquil
understanding.
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AT TR Ifoed g |
B AR R e wseg ¥ 1 k2w )
Jagaddhatristava.
WA S, SSHALN |
W JATT g SR AN A 11 R_E
. Jagaddhatristava.
TIfoaeney 7 o |

AT ¥ STgT st 3 1 R_e 1l

Jagaddhatristava.
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295. O Mother, Thou art the container
of all and again the things contained.
Thou art the supporter of all, and the
bearer of the burden of all. Thou art the
eternal Being, the eternal abode and tran-
quillity embodied. O Thou Protectress of
the universe, salutations to Thee.

296. Thou art the giver of success,
the bliss of the world, the one object of
its adoration. Glory unto Thee. Thou
art all-pervading and rescuest men from
difficulties. O Thou Protectress of the
universe, salutations to Thee.

297. Thou art subtler than the subtlest.
Thou art the vital energy in beings.
Thou art both existence and non-existence.
O Thou Protectress of the universe, saluta-

tions to Thee.
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Jagaddhatristava.
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29?. Thou art the Being incompre-
hensible, the cause of the universe, the
great divine energy, the goddess supreme.
Thou assumest infinite forms and pervadest
all forms. O Thou Protectress of the uni-
verse, salutations to Thee.

299. Thou art the goal of all pilgrimage
and sacrifice, penance, charity and spiritual
practice. Thou art everything, and Thou
dost permeate everything. O Thou Protec-
tress of the universe, salutations to Thee.

300. Thou art the embodiment of mercy,
Thy very look showers mercy. Thy heart
1s softened by mercy and Thou art the dis-
peller of misery. Thou art the saviour of
all from every harm; Thou art yet hard
to approach. O Thou Protectress of the
universe, salutations to Thee.

301. Thou dwellest in the abode inacces-
sible ; Thou dwellest in the heart of the
great Yogis. Thou art the eternal absolute
existence. O Thou Protectress of the uni-
verse, salutations to Thee.
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befv(:in IS 1xl'r.w.ke no difference in substance

i iva, .the supreme Lord of the

St.uverse, and Vishnu, its inmost Self. But

dilr ect;r:iaty my devotion continue to be
o the Lord as Shiva.

anfl()::l O Lord, remove my afflictions
- htes‘s mCgE that my feet will find
andg n v1sm.ng places sacred to Thee
Like\m'y hands in performing Thy worship.
oo vise may my eyes find delight in the
sion of Thy form, my nose in the sweet
odour of the offerings at Thy sacred feet,
and my ears in hearing of Thy charming
ways.
violently shaken by

untold afflictions, mental as well as physical.

O Lord, may that form of Thine which
y supreme bliss and know-

so that with my hairs
d my eyes shedding
I may forget these
t easily be rooted out.

304. My mind is

is characterised b
ledge manifest there,
standing on end an
profuse tears of joy,
afflictions which canno

\
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305. Whether the highest Being is
called Vishnu or Shiva, Brahma or Indra,
Sun or Moon, Buddha—the Enlightened—
or Mahavir—the Perfect—, I always offer
my salutations to Him alone who is free
from attachment and hatred, worldliness
and ignorance, who is endowed with com-
passion towards all creatures, and is posses-
sed of all noble attributes.

306. O Lord, while I identify myself
with the body I am Thy servant. When
I consider myself as an individual soul,
I am Thy part. And when I look upon
myself as the Spirit, I am one with Thee,—

this is my firm conviction.

307. 1 look upon Vishnu and Rama as
one and the same, but still may I hold the
beautiful Rama to be my all-in-all.
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308. May the Lord of the universe, the
remover of evil, whom the devotees of
Shiva worship as Shiva, the Vedantins as
Brahman, the Buddhists as Buddha, the
followers of the Nyaya Philosophy who are
clever in logic as the Agent, those devoted
to the Jaina doctrines as Arhat, the ritualists
of the Mimamsa school as Karma—grant
us all our hearty desires.

309. O Lord, in my meditation I have
attributed forms to Thee who art form-
less. O Thou Teacher of the world, by
my hymns I have, as it were, contradicted
that Thou art indescribable. By going on
pilgrimage 1 have, as it were, denied Thy

omnipresence. O Lord of the universe,

pray, forgive me
committed by me.
310. May all be freed from dangers.

May all realise what is good. May all be
actuated by noble thoughts. May all rejoice

these threefold faults

everywhere.
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311. May all be happy. May all be
free from disease. May all realise what
is good. May none be subject to misery.

312. May the wicked become virtuous.
May the virtuous attain tranquillity. May
the tranquil be free from bomds. May the
freed make others free.

313. I salute the all-blissful Lord of
auspiciousness, whose compassion makes
the mute eloquent and the cripple cross

mountains.

314. May good betide all people. May
the sovereign rule the earth, following the
righteous path. May all beings ever attain
what is good. May the worlds be pros-

perous and happy-
16
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315. May the clouds pour rain in time.
May the earth be blessed with crops. May
this our country be free from calamity.
May holy men live without fear.

316. May the Lord, the destroyer of sin,
the presiding Deity of all sacred activities,
be satisfied. For, He being pleased, the
whole universe becomes pleased ; He being
satisfied, the whole universe feels satisfied.



ot GAr AT 9gHT |
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o quine: quifeE quikqoigg=a |
T qRET UREERE |

Om.

Om.

& qifea: anfa: ata:

From the unreal lead me to the Real.
From darkness lead me to Light.
Erom death lead me to I mmortality.

All that is invisible is filled with the
infinite Brahman. All that is visible
is  also bermeated by the infinite
Brahman. The whole universe has
come out of the infinite Brahman.
Brahman is infinite although the
whole universe has come out of it.

Om Peace ! Peace! Peace !
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GENERAL INDEX

(The numbers given here refer to verses and
110t 1o pages.)

Adhyatmaramayana : 77 et seq.
Ambastotra: 275 et seq.
Anandalahart : 245 et seq-

Attributes : and God, 135.
Auspiciousness : God as the source of, 166 :

prayer for, 1, 25, 219.

BENEFICENT Being : 223 : et seq-

Bhagavad Gita : 53 et seq. :
Bhagavata 83 ef seq. /
Bhavanyashtaka-stotm . 240 et seq. i

Bhavishyapurana : 170 et seq- “

Blue Mountain: 217.
Body : as the city of God, 236.

Brahmapurana : 137 et seq.
Bmh-mavaivarmpurana : 128 et seq.

Chaitanya (Sri) : 264
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Dakshinamurti-stotra: 223 et seq.

Dawn : prayer at, 220 et seq.

Devi-bhujanga-prayata-stotra ;. 242 et seq.

Devimahatmya (Markandeyapurana): 147
et seq.

Devotee : alone knows God, 123 ; anxious to
preserve the reputation of God, 230: as a
beggar before God, 231 ; attitudes of the, 233,
235, 240, 241, 247, 248, 251, 256, 259, 260,
261, 262, 263, 274, 277, 288, 302, 307 ; fear-
lessness of the, 262 ; fears only bondage to the
senses, 88 : feels himself the most miserable,
232 greater than a man of high birth, 86.

Devotion : ideal of, 99, 108, 209, 210, 212, 213,
218, 251, 263, 264, 266, 268, 270 ; pleases

God, 85; prayer for, 79, 208, 211, 212, 231,
250, 266, 268, 270, 278, 303.

Devyapamdha-kshmapana-stotm: 247 et seq.
Ganesastava: 282 et seq.

God : acting at the impulsion of, 213; a liberal

conception of, 305, 308 ; all works as offering
to, 236.

God: as—
abode of different modes of energy, 167;
absolute consciousness, 81; all-pervading,
21, 22, 38, 43, 78, 83, 102, 103, 106, 147;
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beauty, 67; beyond limitations, 50 ; blissful,
17, 20, 34: Cosmic Being, 76; destroyer
of animal passions, 215 ; dispeller of gloom,
11; dread of the dreadful, 178 ; embodiment
of energy and strength, 24, 31, 163, 169,
204 ; embodiment of highest Yoga, 191 ; every-
thing, 3, 66, 104 ; forgiver of sins, 31, 145
giver of knowledge, 8, 17, 52: giver of refuge
to all, 166, 177, 180, 192 ; holding the rope of
Karma, 275; identical with Guru, 182, 223
et seq.: illuminator, 14, 25; indweller, 28,
165; knowledge, 150 ; manifest in personal
forms, 70 ; one’s all-in-all, 210 ; purifier, 178 ;
ordainer of scriptures, 245 ; origin of mind and
speech, 255 ; remover of ills, 23 ; saviour 87,
168, 190, 191, 202, 232, 257; seed of all
incarnations, 197 ; sole king, 9 ; source of all
sciences, 164 ; terror of the wicked, 142 ; the
greatest of beings, 58; the only doer, 244,
254 ; the same to all, 276.

God: attainable through truthfulness alone,
96; attributes of, cannot be described even
by the goddess of learning, etc., 217 ; beyond
relative existence, 21, 77 ; body conceived as
the city of, 236 ; can make the mute eloquent,
313; compared to Asvattha tree, 60 et seq., to
blazing fire, 48, to ocean, 95, 214, tosun,
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207, 286, to sun, boat, cloud, storehouse and
physician, 219 conceived as the consort of
the Absolute, 245 ; conception of, 54 et seq. ;
dedicating everything to, 253 ; devotee's anx-
iety to preserve the reputation of, 230 :
different conceptions of, according to spiritual
development, 306; has enchanted the world,
163; has form constituted of Mantras, 143 ;
has neither name nor lineage, etc., 205 : has
the universe for body, 97 ; in Nature, 21, 22,
38, 40, 43, 75, 172; is attainable through
knowledge, 204; is beyond the three quali-
ties, 216 ; is death unto death, 117, 133 is good
fortune, etc., 148; is neither masculine nor
feminine 206; is one but produces the mani.
fold, 42 is the goal of al] religions as the ocean
is of all rivers, 214 ; is veiled by ignorance,
68; is with form and without it, 91, 128;

own only to devotees, 123; lives in the
heart of devotees, 146 ; loving, as the igno-
rant love things of the world, 212; personal
relation with, 12, 27, 58, 59, 118, 201, 210,
288 pleased only with devotion, 85 ; rouses
the faculty of speech, 83 ; service of, 261 ; shows
8race to the weak and the helpless, 119, 168,
192 universe is satisfied by, being satisfied,
316 ; Vedic conception of, 7 et seq., 13, 21, 22,
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38, 40 et seq.: world only a part of, 149:

yearning for, 258
Grace: 119.

Guru: and God, 182; conception and function
of, 183 ef seq.; salutation to, 183 et seq., 223

et seq., 280.
Gurustotra . 280.

Hanumannataka : 308.
Harim-tde-stotra : 239.
Harmony : prayer for, 3, 4.

Hiranyagarbha: prayer to, 7 et seq.

IMMORTALITY : 16.
Isavasyopanishad : 39.

Jagaddhatristava : 295 et seq.
Jagannathashtaka : 264, 265.

Kulasekhara : 250 et seq.
LIFE : evanescence of 228.

Mahakalasamhita ; 204 et seq-
Mahalakshmyashtaka : 142 et seq.
Mahanirvanatantra : 175 et seq.

Maitrayanyupanishad : 49 et seq.
17
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. God in, 43, 83.
Jh;::tras . constitute the form of God, 143.
Monistic prayers: 51, 113, 220 et seq., 238, 242.
Mother : never a bad, 248,
Mukundemala: 250 et seq.

Naradapancharatyq - 193 et seq.
Narayanabhattq - 304, 305.
Narayaniyq - 304, 305.

Padmapurang - 139 ¢¢ seq.
Palms : Praying with, folded, 218,
Pancharatyg 67 et eeq.

Peace : 3,
Peace invocations : 1 et seq.
Prapanng Gita: 208 ¢¢ seq.

Pratah-smarana-stotra: 220 et seq.
Prayer . for—

being made the Lord’s own, 252; blessings, 275,
devotion, 79, 208, 21, 212, 231, 250, 266, 268:
270, 278, 303; divine vision, 258, 264, 286,
304 ; emancipation, 48, 82, 87, 232, 287f
€qual-sightedness, 26 ; forgiveness, 59, 229 :
freedom from death, 16, 18; from harm,
179; from sin, 25, 31, 32, 33, 37, zzg,
233, 274 ; good thoughts, 41, 42 ; Brace, 21"
260; guidance, 14, 28, 29, 53 ; happiness,
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17, 23, 36; harmony, 3, 4; inspiration, 30:
keen and tranquil understanding, 294 ; mercy
229, 230, 232, 259, 270; pardon for three-
fold fault, 309; propitiation of deities, 6;
protection, 4, 13, 27, 44, 190, 191, 192,
228, 256, 279 ; purity, 37, 246, 268 ; realisation
of Brahman, 34, 35, 45, of Truth, 15, 39;
refuge, 63, 82, 90, 96, 120 et seq., 180, 240,
241, 252, 277, 280, 281 ; removal of suffering,
108, 247; spending life in reciting divine
pames, 249 ; spiritual upliftment in general,
1 et seq., 7 et seq.. 19, 20, 21, 73, 235,
237, 243, 264, 268, 276; strength, 1, 3,15,
24; the good of all, 84,108, 162, 310 et seq.;
the privilege of serving God, 261 ; tranquillity,

234 ; what is auspicious, 1, 25, 219.

Ramarakshastotra : 288.
Ramayana of Tulasidas : 267 et seq.

Rig Veda: 10 et seq.

Sanatkumarasamhita : 198 et seq.

Sankaracharya : 220 et seq., 223 et seq., 225
et seq., 232 et seq., 237 et seq., 239 et seq.,
242 et seq., 245 et seq.

Sannyasopanishad : 51.

Santiparva = 64 et seq.
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Sarasvati-pranama-mantra : 289.
Sarasvatistotra : 291, 292.
Sarasvatistotra by Brahmaq - 293,.294.
Savita: prayer to, 14. o
S::sual enjoyments: pitiable condition of those
attached to, 88,
Service : ideal of, 108,
Shatpadistotra:_ 237.
Sikshashtaka : 266.
Sin : overcoming, 25.

Siva-bhujanga-pmvata-stotra: 230, 231.
Sivamahimnah-stotra: 214 et seq.
Siva~manasa-puja: 236.
Sivanandalahari 2 232 et seq.
Sz‘vaﬁaradha-ksnamapanapstotra: 228, 229,
Stvastotrq : 278 et seq.

Skandapurayq : 109 et seq.

Spiritua] life : stages of, 306,
Srz'krishnakamamrim : 218 et seq.
Stotraratna: 255 et seq.

Strength : Prayer for, 1, 3, 15,
Sukla-;yajuroveda 15 et seq.

Surrender : to God 263.

Suryashtarq : 285 et seq.

Svetasvataropanishad: 41 et seq.

Taittiriyq Aranyaka : 28 et seq.
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Toleration : ideal of, 214, 302, 305, 307.
Truth : prayer for attaining, 15; face of,. 39.
Tulasidas : 267 et seq. -

Vairagyasataka : 302.
Valmikiramayana : 74 et seq.
Vedasarasivastotra: 225 et seq.
Vishnupurana : 102 et seq.
Visvasaratantra: 182 et seq.
Vivekananda (Swami) : 275, 278, 280.

WAVES; merge in the ocean and not ocean in,
238.

Yamunacharya (Sri) : 255 et seq.
Yogasikhopanishad : 52.
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n the begiming there

existed God, the source

~ of light. He was the one
Lord afall created beings.
He upholaﬁs this garth and

the heévene He'it is o

whom we offer our

prayers
® | .53
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