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CHA/TANYAMAHAPRABHU

IT  Wfl5 THE Nl&HT O F THE LUNAR. ECLIPSE IN  FEBRUARY 14-86. THE PEOPLE OF 
NABBDWIP, f t  CENTRE O F LEARNING, O N  THE BANKS O F THE (SAMOA, HAD  
GATHERED A T THE 5ACRED RIVER FOR THE RITUAL BATH. AS THE CHANTS OF  
H AR I r/L L E D  THE A IR , A C H ILD  WAS BO RN IN  THE HO U SE O F  JAGANNATH  
M /SHRF). ________________

JAGANNATH M /SHRA WAS A  GREAT  
SCHO LAR.HE L IV E D  A T  NABADW /P W ITH  
SHACHI DEV/ , H IS  W /FE AND VISHWAROOP, 
H IS  ONLY SURVIVING S O N .

JAGANNATH RUSHED TO HIS  
H UM BLE H U T WHERE HE 
TAU&HT THE VILLAGE BOYS.
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WHEN H E ENTERED-

WHflT ft FAIR CHILD! WHAT 
5HALL WE NAME HIM ?

T WHEN SHACH! DEV/'S  FATHER, 
NILAM &AR CHAKRAVARTY, WHO WAS 
A RENOWNED ASTROLOGER, CAME TO 
SEE HIS OR AND  5 ON -

A NUM &ER O F  ARTICLE'S WERE PLACED  
BEFORE H IM .
5EE! IT 15 THE HOLY BHfl&flW/VT, 
THAT HE REACHE5 OUT FOR.

*  OF BITTER TASTE.

NILAM 8AR WAS ELATED.

HE 15 REBORIN TO 
REVIVE THE SPIRIT OF 
DEVOTION IN THE 
WORLD. HE SHALL BE 

NAMED VISHWAMBHARA.L __



W HEN N IM B I BEG AN TO CRAWL, HE  
O FTE N  W ANDERED O U T  INTO THE 
COURTYARD. O NE D A Y -

.THE SERPENT S LID  AWAY. THE WORD “H AR /” *HAD Ft MIRACULOUS EFFECT 
O N  THE IN FAN T N IM AI. WHENEVER IT  WAS 
U TTE R E D , HE W OULD LEAVE WHATEVER HE 
WAS DOING AND DANCE FOR JO Y .

AFTER TH/S,5HACH/ DEV/ WAS 
CAREFUL NO T TO LE T  HIM  
OUT OF HER SIGHT.

f  ANOTHER NAME FOR VISHNU. “ SAY HAR /



ONE DAY, M ISHRFI BRO UG HT HO M E f> DEVOUT PILCbRIM. f)T  LUNCH , WHEN  
THE (5UEST 8E<5fiN  70  M AKE THE INVOCATORY OFFER O F FOOD TO VISHNU...



SINCE LEFT-O VERS SHOULD N O T  
6E OFFERED TO A D EITY, THE 
BRAHMAN HAD TO COOK AFRESH.

BUT, ONCE AGAIN, N IM AI BEGAN TO EAT IT  
6EF0RE THE INVOCATORY OFFER WAS COMPLET
ED. M B H K T T —  \ /  I

WHEN IT  HAPPENED FOR THE THIRD TIME, HOWEVER

I WILL TEACH 
YOU TO STOP 
THIS MISCHIEF.

PLEA5E CONTROL 
YOUR ANGER. 
HE 15 JUST ■  
AN INFANT.■



SEVERAL DAYS> LATER, H IR ft N Y  f t  AND  
JAOAD/SHA ,TW O  DEVOTEES O F  
VISHNU, WERE COOK/HQ FOOD 
TO OFFER TO H IM .

A LITTLE DISTANCE AW AY /N  
JA&ANNATH M/SHRA’S HOUSE -

'"Ju

WHY 15 HE 
C R YIN G ? 
WHAT DOES 
HE W A N T?

I d o n ’t
KNOW.

I’/V) TRYING 
TO FIND 

OUT.

UH...UH...
HIRANYA
UH...AND...

UH...
JA6DI5H...

BY THEN ALL THE NEIGHBOURS HAD COLLECTED OUTSIDE MISHR.A ’S  HOUSE.
ic :  c :  n  w.

6



H lR ftN V fi WHS fiSTO N /SH ED . BUT 
N O T JfKoDISHP!.

w h a t  d o  y o u
MEAN ? HOW 
DID HE KNOW?

THEY CARRIED THE OFFERINGS FILONQ 
W ITH THEM .

HE 15 NO ORDI
NARY CHILD. LET 
U 5  0 O  TO H IM .

7



AS N IM B I (SREW U P , H IS  C H ILD ISH  PRANKS IN C R EASED . HE WAS THE 
LEADER O F  THE BOVS O F H IS  A 6 E .



WILL YOU F)LSO GIVE UP THE )
WORLD LIKE VISHWAROOP? N O ! U  
I W ILL NEV'ER ALLOW IT TO HAPPEN

*  ELDER BROTHER.

WHEN N IM ftl W/)£> 
ABO UT E /6 H T -

F/YTHER, WHERE 15 
DADA? WHY HASN’T 
HE COME HOME ?



WITH TIME TO SPARE, N /M AI WENT BACK TO H IS  PRACTICAL JOKES. CAMOUFLAGED 
IN  RUGS, HE AND HIS FRIENDS  
WOULD RAID THE ORCHARDS. I THE BULLS SEEM NOT BULLS, MY DEAR, 

BUT NIMAl AND HIS 
6A N 0  OF RUFFIANS'.
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SHACH! DEVI UNDERSTOOD WHAT HE 
WAS DRIVING AT. SHE WENT TO 
JA  &  ANN ft TH M IS H R A .

IF WE ARE TO 
SAVE NIMAI,WE 
MUST SEND HIM 
TO SCHOOL 
IMMEDIATELY.

IF YOU INSIST, I’ LL 
TAKE HIM TO 5CH00L.

M /M l WAS A BRILLIANT STUDENT AND 
SOON MASTERED ALL THERE WAS TO 
LEARN IN  GRAMMAR,RHETORIC AND 
PHILOSOPHY.

WE’ D BETTER NOT ENTER 
INTO ANY AR6UMENT 
WITH HIM.

SUDDENLY ONE DAY, JA&ANNATH 
MISHRA DIED. N )M AI WAS TEN 
YEARS O L D .

WHO W IL L  
TAKE CARE 
OF ME NOW ?

I W ILL , 
MOTHER!! 

PLEASE DON’T CRY

SHACHI DEVI NOW DEVOTED HERSELF TO 
THE SERVICE OF HER SON. N IM B I WORKED 
HARD, COMPLETED H IS  STUDIES BEFORE 
H E WAS EI&HTEEN AN D  STARTED 
H IS  CAREER AS A TEACHER.
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H/S SCHOLARSHIP S O O N  BROUGHT H IM  
HONOURS AND THE TITLE, V/DYASA&AR. 
BU T HE BECAME. VH/N AND LOVED TO 
SHOW OFF. HE WOULD TAUNT SCHOLARS 
MUCH OLDER THAN HE. i----------------------------

HE WAS QUICK OF TEMPER. ONE D A Y -

A/10THER,6ET/VIE THE 5ANDAL 
PASTE AND THE 6ARLAIND.

THERE IS N IM A l, 
COMING THIS WAY

WAIT A LITTLE, SON,

NIMAI I SHALL 8E 
MORE CAREFUL NOW, 
PLEASE... ARE 
YOU ALL R IG H T ?

*  OCEAN OF LEARNINO. 12



HE WA5  GENEROUS BY NATURE. ONE DAY, WHILE CROSSING THE GANGA  
WITH HIS SCH O O L-M ATE, RA6HUNATH —
RAGHU, LI5TEN TO THIS. 
MY COMMENTARY ON 
NYAYA 5HASTRA... WHAT’S 
THE MATTER ? WHY ARE 
YOU CRYINO?

NI/V\AI, I TOO HAVE WRITTEN 
A TREATI5E ON THE — 
SUBJECT. BUT NOW NO ■  
ONE WILL READ IT. J

OH,NIMAI WHAT ARE YOU DOING?DOES
THAT

BOTHER
Y O U ?

NIAAPlI THREW HIS TREATISE 
INTO THE 6 A U 6 A .

ONE D A Y ,N IM A I SAW  LAKSH M IPR lYA, THE DAUGHTER OF VALLAQHACHARYA, 
O N  THE G HATS O F  THE G A N G A .
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• - '
AM KESHAV 

KASHMIRI.I HAVE 
COME HERE TO 
CONFRONT AND 
CHALLEN6E THE 
PANDITS OF 

NABADWIP.

YOU HAVE HONOURED 
US 6REATLY. PLEASE 
COMPOSE A HYMN 
TO THE 6ANGA 
HERE AND HOW TO 

CHEER OUR 
FLAGGING SPIRITS.

THEIR W EDDING WAS ARRANGED  
SO O N  AFTER .

N IM B I WAS NOW A SCHOLAR O F  
REPUTE .ONE D A Y ,H E  WAS HOLDING  
H IS  CLASS 8 Y  THE (oAN<3A,WHEN A 
PAL-ANQUIN STOPPED BEFORE H IM .

KESHAV AGREED.HE COMPOSED THE 
HYMN IN  NO  TIM E AN D  RECITED IT. 

N IM A l HEARD HIM  OUT PATIENTLY. THEN -

HE POINTED OUT, LINE 3 Y  L IN E , 
WORD BY W ORD,ALL ITS  DEFECTS. 
KESHAV WAS STUNNED.
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WITH THE DEFEAT O F KESH AV KASHM IR /, IV /M A/’S FAME AS A SCHOLAR SPREAD. 
H E  WENT EASTW ARD O N A  TOUR. O N H IS  RETURN -

# » *> /» - /  \v. ■ . /  1 . h p »

SOM E M O N T H S  LATER ,O N  THE INSISTENCE OF
AG AIN . VISIiNUPRIYA,  DAUGHTER OF PANDIT SAN  

,1 , j  " - ‘

- SHACHI DEVI, N IM A I MARR/ED  
f) TA N , WAS THE 3R ID E .

SEVERAL YEARS PASSED HAPPILY. N IM IA I DECIDED TO 6 0  
TO &AYA TO OFFER PIN DAS* TO HIS FOREFATHERS.

m y  GOD PROTECT 
YOU,/Y\Y SON.COME 

BACK 5 0 0 N .

*  SACRAMENTAL OFFERING TO FOREFATHERS. 15



THE M F)N  WHO HF)D fl/OTICED TH E DEVOTIO N O F  N IA flfll WAS ISHW fiRPURI,ft 
DEVOTEE OF KRISHNA W D  f t  WELL-KNOWN 5 ft/N T  OF THOSE 0/9 YS.



IN  ft SECLUDED SPOTJbHWfiRPURI UTTERED THE CHfiNT IN  NIMftl'S EftR.
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18
N//V\fl! CLOSED THE SCHOOL AND SPEN T HIS T/ME HOLDING K /R T A N S *O N  
KRISHNA. A NEIGHBOUR, SHRII/AS PANDIT, OFTEN JO IN ED  H IM .

MANY SPIRITUAL AND RELIGIOUS LEADERS WHO CAME TO VISIT NIMAl,MARVELLED 
AT H IS  P IE TY . ADVA I  TA CHAR YA , THE LEADER OF THE VAISHNAVITES ACCEPTED 
HIM  AS VISHNU INCARNATE.





FT  THAT TIME THERE LIVED IN  NflM DW /P  
TWO NOTORIOUS &RftH/V\F)N BROTHERS— 
J A & A l AN D  M ADHA/.

FULLY INTOXICATED, THEY STAGGERED O UT IN TO  THE STREET. MADHA I  FLUN&  
H IS  WINE CUP A T  NITFtl.
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A FEW  DISCIPLES IMMEDIATELY RAN TO N IM A I AND COMPLAINED. N /M A l 
WAS ENRAG ED .

HITAI, I W ILL 
PUNISH THE 
EVIL-DOERS

PARDON THEM ,M Y 
LORD! SUCH MEN NEED 
YOUR COMPASSION.

W ITH OUTSTRETCHED ARMS, N lM A l MOVED TOWARDS MADHA! AND JAG A/.



AFTER N IM A l EMBRACED 
THE BROTHERS, A CHANGE 
CAME OVER TH EM .

STRAN6E -  I FEEL 
NO BITTERNESS.
WHY ?  HOW ?

THEY BECAME H ie  
ARDENT DISCIPLES.

HARE KRISHNA, 
HARE KRISHNA.

LOOK ! I S N ’T  THAT 
MADHAI? AND THERE’S 
JA (5 A I! W H A T  A 
TRANSFORMATION.

WITH THE CONVERSION O F  JA & A ! 
AND M AD H AI,N A&AR  K IR  TANS '  
GAINED FRESH M O M ENTUM . B U T  
KAZ.I BARBAHAK, THE M U S LIM  
ADMINISTRATOR O F  NABADW/P,\ 
ISSU ED  A  PRO CLAM ATIO N.

ALL RELIGIOUS 
PROCES5ION5 AND 
PUBLIC 5INGINC? 
ARE PROHIBITED 
HENCEFORTH.

N IM A I DEFIED THE O R D ER .

HARE 
KRISHNA, 

HARE 
K R ISH N A .. 
KRISHNA 
KRISHNA 
HARE 
HARE .

STOP THAT! HAVE YOU 
NOT HEARD THE 
K A Z l’ S  
O RDER ?

*■ KIRTANS HELD O N  THE STREETS. 22



W ITH NEARLY A L L  THE PEOPLE O F  THE TOWN FO LLO W ING  H IM , HE REACHED 
THE K A Z l’S  PLACE, p

THE KAZI HEARD THE 
COMMOTION f)N D  LOOKED 
O UT O F THE WINDOW. THE 
NUMBERS FRIGHTENED HIM.

Z I



A T LAST, THE K flZ I GATHERED ENOUGH  
COURAGE TO /YlEET N IM B I.

N IM H ! HAD BY N O W  CONVERTED 
THE ENTIRE TOWN OF NfiBADW IP.

LATER N lM A l HAD DISCUS
SIO NS W ITH THE K A Z I O N  
THE KORAN AND THE VEDAS.

HE APPROACHED HIS MOTHER AND SPOKE 
TO HER OF HIS INTENTION. SHACH! DEVI 
WAS SILENT FOR ft MOMENT, HER EYES 
OVERFLOWING WITH TEAR'b .TH EN ~

NEXT, HE W ENT TO H IS W IFE. 
SHE WAS FAST ASLEEP.



N/MAI WAS TWENTY-FOUR 
YEARS OLD WHEN HE LEFT 
NABADW/P. HE SWAM 
ACROSS THE (SANOA...

...A N D  REACHED KATW A, A V /LL fiS E  TW ENTY- 
FOUR M ILE S  WEST OF NABADW/P.

THERE HE SOUCbHT O U T  K ES H A V  BHARAT/, 
WHO ORDAINED H IM  SAN YAS!.

CHAfTflNYA PROCEEDED ON 
FOOT TO P U R I.\$ p ^ 3 &

AS HE APPROACHED THE TEMPLE O F JAG ANN ATH , HE BROKE INTO A RUN.



..Fin d  f e l l ,u n c o n s c io u s , fit  t h e  
f e e t  o f  the d e it y .

SARVABHAUMA BHATTACHARYA, THE 
CHIEF PRIEST, W8S MOVED.

SUCH ECSTASY IN ONE SO  YOU N O ! 
TAKE HIM TO M Y H O U SE.

IN  SARVABHAUMA’S HOUSE, CHAlTANYft 
WAS NURSED BACK TO CONSCIOUSNESS. 
AFTER A FEW HOURS —

w/uv n/m-o’-r vm i i fln/i n /cD  w/ii I-



CHA/TANYA GAVE NOT ONE,BUT 
EIGHTEEN INTERPRETATIONS. 
5ARVA3HAUMA WAS AMAZED.

IT 15 YOU, WHO 
SHOULD BE 

TEflCHINO M E .

CHA I  TANYA BECAME FAMOUS OVERNIGHT.

HAVE YOU HE/1RD? 
SflRVABHflUMfl 
BHflTT/ICHA RYfl 

HAS ACCEPTED 
CHfllTflNYA

BUT IT  WAS NOT FflM E  
THAT CH A I TANYA SOUGHT.

HE WENT SOUTH, VISITING ALL THE PLACES OF PILGRIMAGE RIGHTUPTO KANYAKUMAR/.



AFTER TWO YEARS, HE 
RETURNED TO PURI, BUT  
SOON £>£T OUT F><bA/N.

( MATHURA IS IN ^ 
RUINS. BRINDAVAN 
15 NOW A OUNGLE.
I MUST REDIS

COVER THOSE 
HOLY PLACES.

AS USUAL, CHAlTAN YA DEV W ENT BAREFOOT. 
THE BELLOW ING OFF} COW OR THE S IG H T  
OF f t  PEACOCK WOULD AROUSE IN  H /M  THE 
THOUGHT O F LORD KR ISH N A.

FRO/V) BRINDAVHN HE W ENT TO PRAYAG AND VARANASI. A T  VARANASI. HE 
STAYED IN  THE HOUSE OF ONE CHANDRASEKHAR. ONE DAY-  _ =

RELIGIOUS M ENDICANT.



YOU WILL BE THE 
UPHOLDER. OF THE 

jTRUE RELIGION IN 
THI5 COUNTRY.
I N A M E  YOU
s a n a it a n . 6 0  t o
BRINDAVAN A N D  
WRITE THE VAISH- 
NflVA SHA5TRA.

SANATAN HELPED TO SPREAD 
THE (bOSPEL OF CHA/TANYA 
DEV IN  AND AROUND  
BRlNDfj VAN. ONE DAY~

THE LORD W ANTS /VIE.
I SH ALL SET O U T IMMEDI
ATELY FOR.
PURI TO
MEET H IM . I O

O

BU T O N  THE WAY, HE CAUGHT A  S K /N  
DISEASE.PUS OOZED FROM HIS S K IN , 
WHICH ITCHED /V)ADDEN/N<2)LY.

\ HARIDfiS WAS A M U S LIM  DEVOTEE 
\ O F  CHA/TANYA DEV. H E  LIVED IN  A 

H U T  AT A DISTANCE FROM THE 
TEM PLE. CHA/TANYA DEV CAME TO 
THE H U T IN  SEARCH O F SAN AT AN.



FOR OVER EIGHTEEN YEARS, CHAITANYA DEV 
STAYED AT PURI. TOWARDS THE END OF THAT 
PERIOD HE WOULD OFTEN (bO INTO TRANCES OR 
FORGET WHERE HE WAS. ONE DAY~

OH HERE’5  MY J/W lUNfl 
I AM AT BRINDAVAN.

ONE O F H IS  DISCIPLES NOTICED 
HIS UNUSUALLY LONS ABSENCE.

WHERE 15 THE LO R D? I ’M 
WORRIED. LET’5  0 0  OUT 
AND LOOK FOR HIM .



ONE /V)ORNIN6 IN  1553 A. D.,CHA/TANYA DEV 
WAS STANDING AS USUAL BY THE &ARUDA 
PILLAR IN  THE TEMPLE OF JA&ANNATH. 
SUDDENLY, HE STARTED RUNNING  
TOWARDS THE DEITY.

AS HE ENTERED THE SANCTUM  
SANCTORUM AND OPENED HIS 
f t  RMS TO EMBRACE THE LORD ,
THE DOORS CLOSED MIRACULOUSLY 
BEHIND H IM .

LOOK 1 THE 
DOORS...!

F) L IT TLE  LATER., THE DOORS OPENED .B U T  CHHITANYH DEV WHS NOWHERE 
TO 8E  FOUND. HAD HE AT LAST BECOME 
ONE WITH HIS LORD'?
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Vishwambhar or Chaitanya Mahaprabhu as he was later known, was born at a time when a very large area 
of northern and eastern India had come under Muslim rule. He showed the people a simple path to reach God, 
which later came to be known as Gaudiya Vaishnavism. Chaitanya not only stemmed the tide of conversion 
to Islam, but also provided a new life force to Hinduism.

Of the many ways by which devotees can reach Him, Krishna highlights this simple one in the Gita: 
"Sarvadharman parityajya mamekam sharanam vraja" (Forsaking all dogmas of religion, take refuge in me). 
This complete surrender to God, known to Vaishnavites as "Prapattivada", leads to Krishna or Rama (both 
incarnations of Lord Vishnu). To attain complete surrender, Chaitanya emphasised the gopibhava, the method 
of worship adopted by the damsels (gopis) of Vraja. They loved Krishna deeply, expecting nothing in return. 
Chaitanya also shunned casteism and preached that all men were equal. "Don't ask a Vaishnava what his 
caste is," said the Vaishnavites, "because he who worships Vishnu is His."

But even while preaching love and brotherhood, Chaitanya taught people not to yield to injustice and untruth. 
Perhaps the first ever non-cooperation movement (satyagraha, as Gandhiji later called it) was launched by 
Chaitanya. When the Kazi of Nabadwip forbade the singing of bhajans in the open, Chaitanya ordered 
peaceful mass singing, leading a peaceful procession of hundreds who sang all the way to the house of the 
Kazi. So strong was his influence, that the Kazi, it is said, was converted to Hinduism.
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